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Lebanese teenagerl^iiJbv 
Israelis tor a year ^rights group 
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Israel to ease blockade cf 
Palestinian areas 

TEL AVIV i AP) — Israel will early Tuesday ease the 
blockade of the Palestinian areas which it imposed 
October 2. the army spokesman announced Monday. As 
from 2 a.m. imidnishi ginti Tuesday, 21. DUO Palestinian 
workers from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip will he 
allowed to go to their jobs in Israel, the spokesman said. 
The total closure has been in force with brief respites for 
22 days, since the beginning of the Jewish holiday peri- 
od. It was imposed alter Israeli security sen ices warned 
that the Islamic Hamas group planned to carry out a 
major suicide bomb attack or kidnap an Israeli soldier in 
retaliation fur the killing of two of its leaders b> Israeli 
special forces. Hamas has carried out more th;in a dozen 
suicide bombings in Israel since 19V4. Wiling scores of 
Israelis. 
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Regent, Arafat express hope Washington 
summit will yield positive results 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
suxLihe Regent, and Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
expressed hope that Palestin- 
ian and Israeli negotiators 
will reach an agreement dur- 
ing their talks in Washington 
next week. 

“We are always optimistic," 
Prince Hasson said in a joint 
press conference with the 
Palestinian leader. "We have 
to reach a clear threshold of 
accomplishment. This us 
what we do expect. God will- 
ing/’ 

The Regent said that Jordan 
resorts to "quiet and con- 
structive diplomacy" in sup- 
port of the Palestinian nego- 
tiators. 

The Palestinian leader’s 
visit came ahead of a summit 
at wye Plantation near Wash- 
ington on OcL 15 with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 

The U.S. president called 
the summit after Israel 
agreed in principle to with- 
draw from a further 13 per 
cent of the West Bank before 
the two sides launch final sta- 
tus negotiations. 

The two parties are still far 
aparr on several issues, and 
both Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiatore expressed fear 
that the meeting will achieve 
little. 

“We hope to arrive at a con- 
clusion and something con- 
crete not only talks, talks, 
talks/’ President Arafat told 
reporters after his meeting 
with the Recent. 

“I azn sure that President 
Clinton will push forward 
and exert all his efforts for a 
positive conclusion and posi- 
tive results," Arafat said. 

"We hope that the Ameri- 
can initiative will be accepted 
and we will start implement- 
ing it in Washington." the 
Palestinian leader added. 

He was referring to the 
U.S. proposal for an Israeli 
army withdrawal from 1 3 per 
cent of the West Bank, which 
the Palestinians have accept- 
ed but to which Israel has 
given no “official" approval. 

"We hope that we will 
reach a major accomplish- 
ment regarding the redeploy- 
ment and Jerusalem, which is 
facing a Judaisarion plan/’ 
Arafat said. 

Prince Hassan and the 
Palestinian leader said they 
also discussed trade between 
Jordan and die Palestinian 
National Authority, which 
faces serious obstacles from 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat address a joint press con- 
ference following talks they held in Amman 


Clinton talks to Netanyahu, Arafat ahead of summit 


WASHINGTON (R» — President Bill 
Clinton spoke by telephone on Monday 
to Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to gauge ptuspeeLs for 
progress in Middle East peace talks this 
week. 

White House spokesman Joe Lee khan 
said Clinton spoke to the two leaders sep- 
arately for a half hour each and tried to 
identify the areas of agreement and dis- 
agreement ahead of a pe;icc summit to 
begin on Thursday in the Washington 
area 

At the Wye River Conference Centre 
on Maryland’s eastern shore, Netanyahu 
and Arafat will ny to hammer out ;tn 
agreement on U.S. proposals for a three- 
phased Israeli, handover of a further 13 
per cent of the West Bank in return for a 
Palestine Authority crackdown i>n mili- 
tants responsible for anti -Israeli violence. 

An Israeli withdrawal would effective- 
ly be the Iasi in a series of interim de;iLs 
started five years ago and could launch 
talks on even tougher ‘final sums" 


issues, including the borders of Palestin- 
ian territory, the status of Jerusalem and 
Jewish settlements in die West Bunk. 

Israel occupied cast Jerusalem during 
the 1967 'Middle east war and has 
declared the whole city its undivided 
capitid. 

Palestinians want east Jerusalem to be 
the capiud of any future Palestinian stale 

Lockhart said Clinton reiterated to 
Netanyahu and Arafat dial the objective 
is to conclude the interim agreement and 
move to the final stylus talks. 

“He said he hopes we can make 
progress toward that goal at Wye River 
and said that the real question is whether 
tire leaders arc ready to make the haul 
decisions to make peace a reality/’ Lock- 
hart said. 

Clinton will open the summit on 
Thursday in a ceremony that could be 
held at the While House. The summit 
could last several days, and it Is possible 
Clinton could travel to Wye River if his 
presence is deemed necessary, aides said. 

"Obviously he’s krokins forward to 


p-irrictpanng as anpr. •oriaic and seeing if 
we can’t narrow the differences/’ Lock- 
hurt said. 

Clinton cancelled a scheduled trip on 
Saturday to New Haven. Connecticut, to 
attend his 25th Yale Law School reunion 
in order to he free to lend a liand in the 
talks if needed. 

He plans to go ahead with a trip to 
Chicago and St. Louis on Friday to raise 
money for fellow Democrats. 

The president s:uii Iasi week he was. 
encouraged by prospects fur the meeting. 

"I'm encouraged by the attitude and 
sense of openness I felt from Prime Min- 
ister Netanyahu and Mr. .Arafat the last 
time they were here, and iftiiey eon come 
back here with that spirit we're close 
enough now tJrai we can get this done." 
he said. 

Clinton said it was important to hold 
the final status talks in a relaxed atmos- 
phere, meaning that they should begin as 
soon as possible ahead of the May 1999 
deadline for wrapping up those talks. 


the Israeli side. 

During his visit lo the U.S.. 
Arafat said he would visit His 
Majesty King Hussein at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, where he is 
undergoing chemotherapy. 

Responding to a question 
on the appointment of Ariel 
Sharon as Israel's foreign 
minister. Arafat said that it 


w'as an “i mental ] Israeli] 
issue." 

"It concerns them. We have 
nothing to do with it, and I 
w;mi to remind you that 
Shtifon took part with (for- 
mer Israeli premier Men- 
achcm) Begin in the Israeli 
pullout from the Sinai 
Ipcninsulal" he said. 

Commenting on the Turk- 


Ish-Syriaii crisis. Prince Has- 
san urged the two sides to 
resort to "wisdom" and settle 
their differences peacefully. 

He expressed Jordanian 
appreciation for the Egyptian 
and Iranian attempts at medi- 
ation to contain the tension. 

“We hope dun wisdom will 
prevail between the two 
sides... we tire working with 


all our efforts to contain the 
crisis. 1 want to remind you 
that this region lacks a collec- 
tive effort [to settle crises] in 
such circumstances." the 
Regent said. 

He added that another 
regional crisis would weaken 
efforts to solve the main 
problems, namely the Pales- 
tinian question. 


Turkey sees signs of 
progress in Syria dispute 


ANTALYA (R) — Turkey 
said on Monday it saw pos- 
sible signs of progress in its 
dispute with Syria over 
accusations that Damascus 
hacks Kurdish rebels. 

The last two weeks hate 
brought Damascus and 
Ankara close to ar. armed 
contliei trial many fear 
could spread through the 
region. Turkey has threat- 
ened to use force if Syria 
does not expel the man w ho 
has led the 14-year-old 
campaign for Kurdish 
autonomy. 

However. Turkish Foreign 
Minister IsmoiJ Cem told 
journalists after talks with 
Egyptian counterpart Amr 
Musa: "(The Egyptians] 

brought a message from 
Syria saving our expecta- 
tions on the terrorism issue 
would be met and had even 
begun to be met. We hope 
there will be talks in this 
direction." 

He was speaking at a sum- 
mit of Balkan leaders in the 
Turkish resort of Antalya 
but had earlier struck a note 
of caution. 

"We have to be cautious 
with Syria." he said in 
Ankara before flying to the 
summit. “For us the imple- 
mentation is important and 
the continuous implementa- 


tion is the central issue." 

An Egyptian official said 
Musa was flying to Damas- 
cus Ui continue his efforts to 
forge a peaceful solution. 

Over the weekend, Turkey 
maintained pressure on 
Damascus. 

Prime Minister Me>ut Yil- 
maz. alluding to long-stand- 
ing Syrian territorial claims, 
said Turkey would "puke 
out the eyes” of those who 
covet its soil. 

Since the dispute erupted 
early this month. Turkish 
newspapers with links to the 
military have carried reports 
of planned troop move- 
ments towards the frontier 
with Syria, which denies 
backing Kurdish Labour 
Panv rPKKi rebels. 

The Hurriyet newspaper, 
close lo the security appara- 
tus. said Turkish forces 
were planning large scale 
war games next month 
involving up to 50,000 
troops close to the Syrian 
border. 

"With this exercise it 
should be understood just 
how serious Turkey is in its 
demands from Damascus," 
the new spaper quoted a mil- 
itary source as saying. 

The Turkish general staff 
had declined comment on 
any of the reports and w it- 


nesses near the eastern end 
of the S77 kilometre Syrian 
border near Nusavbin said 
on Monday there was no 
unusual military actii il\. 

Western diplomats, how- 
ever. say Turkey is clearly 
making a public show of 
readiness to use force, while 
keeping diplomatic efforts 
open through Egypt and 
Iran. They say Ankara could 
return to more direct threats 
against Damascus within a 
month if it considered Dam- 
ascus was not bowing to 
Turkish demands. 

Those demands include 
the expulsion of Kurdish 
rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, otherwise known as 
Apo, who has led a 14-year- 
old armed campaign that 
has cost some 2S.0t.t0 lives. 

A Turkish attack on Syria, 
in whatever tonn. would 
trigger angry condemnation 
from Arab countries who 
see in the Turkish-Syrian 
conflict the hand of Israel. 

Turkey is currently culti- 
vating an informal defence 
alliance with Israel, which 
has stirred suspicion 
throughout the Arab World. 

Washington also alluded 
to fears that armed conflict 
could further undermine the 
already fraught Middle 
Eastern peace process. 


Government committee 
for dialogue meets amid 
scepticism by parties 


By Francesca Ciriad 

AMMAN — A sovemmem 
committee entrusted with 
launching a national dialogue 
with all civil society institutions 
held its first preparatory' meet- 
ing bie Monday amid the scep- 
ticism of political party leaders, 
who say they hav e been left out 
of a project in w hich they were 
to be main partners. 

The committee, including 
seven cabinet members and 
headed by Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh. discussed a 
proposal by Minister of Stale 
for Parliamentary Affairs and 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Basxam Emoush 
on the time-frame, the agenda, 
and the mechanisms for a 
national dialogue with political 
parties, professional and labour 
unions, and other partisan and 
social activists. 

"The meeting was aimed at 


discussing the mechanism tor a 
national dialogue and identify- 
ing the different seciurs of soci- 
ety' that will be involved.” said 
Information Minister Nasser 
Judeh. adding that preparations 
tor the start of the committee's 
work will be thorough and will 
lake some time. 

Bui political parries have 
complained that they were not 
involved from the initial stage 
of the preparatory w ork, stress- 
ing that they all learned about 
the government's decision to 
set up the committee and pro- 
vide a framework for dialogue 
only from the newspapers. 

Most party leaders have even 
gone ftirther. questioning the 
very need for an "ad hoc" com- 
mittee to cany out a national 
dialogue. 

Even moderate groups, such 
as the National Constitutional 
Party (NCP). have pointed out 
that institutions provided for by 


the Constitution, the National 
Charter, and ordinary laws are 
already in place, and they could 
function as fora for debate if 
only they were activated or 
governed by more modem reg- 
ulations. 

According to news repons, 
the proposal readied by 
Emoush. an Islamist expelled 
by the Muslim Brotlierhuud for 
his opposition to the move- 
ment's decision to boycott last 
November's general elections, 
would include the creation of 
seven sub-committees, each 
dealing with a segment of soci- 
ety. from women’s unions to 
syndicates. 

Judeh said the formation of 
the government committee for 
dialogue was in implementa- 
tion of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s letter uf designation to 


I Continued on page 12) 


Anti-Jordanian statements by Tlass prompt unprecedented attack against Syria 


By Alia A. Toukan 

AMMAN — Retired army 
officers and tribal leaden? are 
spearheading the Kingdom's 
counteroffensive against a 
recent spate of anti-Jortfanian 
statements made by Syrian 
Defence Minister Mustafa 
Tlass. 

But while the past week has 
witnessed an unprecedented 
attack against Syria by the gov- 
ernment. tribes, retired army 
officers, and the media to 
counter what they described as 
"unjustified" accusations, the 
opposition and prominent fig- 
ures either remained silent in 
the face of Tlass’ statements, or 
publicly renewed their backing 
for Damascus In its recent dis- 
pute with Ankara. 

Last week, Tlass accused Jor- 
dan of attempting to * judaise" 
its people, of not taking part in 
ihe 1973 Syrian-Egyptian War 
against Isird, and of obstruct- 
ing the Saudi army from cross- 
ing the Kingdom to assist in the 
%ht against Israel on the 
Golan Heights. 


7Tass also reportedly said 
Jordan will become the alterna- 
tive homeland for the Palestini- 
ans, and that it was part of the 
Turkish-Israeli .strategic 

alliance. 

The timing of Tlass’ state- 
ments has raised eyebrows at a 
tinre when Damascus was call- 
ins for Arab solidarity against 
Ankara 

Some opposition figures said 
they were dismayed that Jordan 
responded to Syria’s anti- Jor- 
danian statements, which have 
been a regular feature of the 
Syrian media, of a time wlien 
Damascus was embroiled in a 
serious dispute with a non- 
Arab player in the region. 

But according to the Director 
of the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of Jor- 
dan, Mustafa Hamaiheh. the 
government chose to respond 
this time because "it has had 
enough.” 

'This conies in response to 
an accumulation of all kinds of 
events, mass’ statements) hit 
the Hashemires, the army, and 
the tribes (in Jordan)." said 


Hamarrtelv 

Earlier last week, Jordan 
refrained from taking sides in 
the Syrian-Turkish crisis, but 
urged both countries to peace- 
fully resolve their differences 
and said it would be willing to 
use its good offices with 
Ankara to help dcfiise tension, 
if Damascus asked. 

But it is doubtful that Syria, 
which Iras had strained rela- 
tions with Joixlan for decades, 
would ask Amman to mediate, 
especially as the Kingdom’s 
political and military tics with 
Ankara have recently 
advaneed 

Leading columnists and 
political parties, many of them 
centrist, have demanded that 
Jordan throw its full weight 
behind Syria, despite tense 
bilateral relations. 

Jordan has traditionally 
maintained a policy of restraint 
in reacting to Syrian accusa- 
tions, and tire media has tradi- 
tionally towed the line. 

Last Tuesday the Cabinet 
denounced Tlass' statement. 
Since then. Jordan’s kittling 


Committee calls for release of Jordanian prisoners in Syria 


AMMAN (Petra) — A special com- 
mittee in charge of following up on 
the conditions of Jordanian prisoners 
in Syrian jails on Monday called for 
the release of 1 .000 Jordanian prison- 


ers. 


The committee called on the gov- 
ernment, Parliament and political 
parties to make every possible effort 
to ensure the release of those prison- 


ers and allow their families to visit 
them as early as possible. 

The committee, which met on 
Monday, said it will stage a sit-in on 
Wednesday. Ocl 14 in front of the 
Parliament. 

Head of the committee Imad Shar- 
qawi, in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said the com- 
mittee will hand over a memorandum 


to the speaker and members of the 
Lower House, describing the condi- 
tions of Jordanians held in Syria. 

Noting that the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has not given this issue due 
attention, the committee called on the 
government and the Lower House to 
act immediately to ensure their 
release. 

Should the Lower House f;ul to 


respond to the committee's request jo 
intervene, the committee will singe a 
sit-in in front of the prime ministry. 
Sharqawi said. 

The committee warned dial it will 
stage a sit-in in front of the Syrian 
embassy, the International Red Cross 
Society, die UN. and the political 
parties headquarters if its requests 
re mi on unheeded. 


daily. Ai Ra’i. especially, has 
carried a number of articles 
denouncing the general’s accu- 
sations, and ah newspapers 
have earned statements by trib- 
al leaders and retired unity offi- 
cers, who fought alongside the 
Syrians during the 1973 War, 
condemning the statements. 

Also in the past week, in 
what appears to be a shift in 
policy, the government 
announced that Syria holds 728 
Jordanians in its jails. Family 
members of the inmates said 
Sunday they will be waging a 
campaign for tlieir release. 


Meanwhile, the Coalition of 
Opposition Parties’ Steering 
Committee announced cm Sun- 
day that it was sending a dele- 
gation to Damascus in a show 
of solidarity with Syria against 
Turkey'. 

Ear/ter this week, members 
of Islamic and pan-Arab par- 
ties. as well as women’s 
groups, visited the Syrian 
embassy in Amman to show 
tlieir "unwavering support “ for 
Syria, but steered clear of criti- 
cising Tlass’ statement. 

Also. Hussein Mjalli. who 
hcod-s the bar association, alone 


with various political parties, 
sent a letter of support to Syri- 
an President Hafez Assad. 

Bui, Bassam Haddadin, a 
leftist member of Parliament, 
denounced the opposition for 
its stand. "Die silence of the 
opposition parties and their 
refusal to comment on Mustafa 
Tlass’ statements, whose spe- 
ciality' is harming Jordan, is a 
silence that is unacceptable by 
any standards," said Haddadin. 
in a column in Al Ra’i. 

Hamameh also blasted what 
he called the “patriarchal revo- 
lutionary current." of the politi- 


cal parties. 

"These people who went to 
the embassy arc the same ones 
who came out strong against 
Syria during the Gulf war," 
when Damascus joined the 
U.S.-led coalition that evicted 
Iraq from Kuwait in 1991. said 
Hamameh. 

"On every issue they react on 
die gut level and they move to 
offer unwavering support for 
the Arab side and total con- 
demnation for the other party'. 
We haven’t learnt anything. 
Wfe have been doing this since 
ihe early ISth century. 


Alliances shift according to 
immediate circumstances 
only/' he said 

But former Prime Minister 
and Senator Taher Masri said 
Jordan should keep its eve on 
the more significant issue of the 
dispute between Damascus and 
Ankara. ‘Tlass’ statements are 
untimely and should not have 
been said But the conflict 
between Syria and Turkey is a 
much bigger issue. We should 
not be linking the two togeth- 
er," he said "Our position 
towards Syria should be princi- 
pled." 




JL.- 
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Sudanese cabinet approves 
new law on political parties 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's cabinet paved the 
way al the weekend for the 
return of multi-party politics 
by passing a bill on political 
organisations which was pub- 
lished Monday. 

The Political Tewali (affilia- 
tion i Bill, which has been crit- 
icised by opposition groups, 
must be passed by parliament 
before becoming law. 

The bill grants any group of 
more than 100 eligible voters 
the right to form a political 
organisation which must be 
committed to freedom, con- 
dilution and democracy and 
whose leaders are chosen in 
free, direct or indirect elec- 


tions. 

The organisations formed 
under the new law must also 
abide by the constitution 
passed in July. 

But members of opposition 
parties outlawed after a 1989 
coup have rejected that con- 
stitution and said that, by 
extension. . they reject the 
pending legislation. 

The outlawed Urania Parly, 
for example, “regards the pas- 
sage of the constitution as 
erroneous and therefore 
regards as such any measure 
based on it" Abdul Sal am, an 
Umma official, told the Al 
Sharee Al SiyasL 

Salam renewed his party's 


call for setting up a transition- 
al government representing 
all parties to '‘consider the 
main problems" of Sudan and 
emerge “with appropriate 
solutions... only then should 
parties legislation be consid- 
ered," he added. 

Yahia Al Hussein, a lawyer 
and member of the Baathist 
Party, told the paper the oppo- 
sition was against the pro- 
posed law, calling it “fecial 
plastic surgery." 

The bill has also been criti- 
cised for lack of opposition 
input during the drafting 
process and for being tailored 
to the interests of the ruling 
National Congress. 


Under the Dew legislation, 
the leadership of political 
organisations — the term 
“party" is notable for its 
absence — must not include 
anyone who has been convict- 
ed within the last seven years 
of treason, the use of violence 
or force a gains t the constitu- 
tional system, or of any other 
crime breaching honour and 
. honesty. 

These clauses are likely to 
exclude exiled opposition 
leaders such as Mohammad 
Osman Al Mxrghani and 
Sadeq Al Mahdi, who (Ik 
government says “have com- 
mitted acts that call for their 
trial on their return home." 




NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nine Algerian rebels sentenced to death 

ALGIERS (R) — An Algerian court sentenced nine Is lamis ts 
to death in their absence for guerrilla activities, the official 
Algerian news agency APS said on Monday. The court in 
Tm Ouzou, 90 kilometres east of Algiers, convicted the nine 
men on charges of belonging to a Muslim guerrilla group and 
carrying out attacks on government security forces between 
1 993 and 1996. APS said. Two policemen were killed in an 
ambush in February 1996, the court said. Algerian law enti- 
ties those sentenced in their absence to re-trials if they are 
arrested by the authorities or if they give themselves up. 

Yemen, Vatican set up diplomatic ties 

SANAA I AH?) — Yemen and the Vatican decided on Mon- 
day to set up diplomatic relations at the level of ambassadors, 
the official news agency SABA announced. It said the deci- 
sion was taken “to boost links of friendship" between the 
Vatican and the Muslim state. Yemen has two churches in 
which services are held one Roman Catholic and the other 
Anglican, both in the southern port city of Aden which used 
to be a British colony. In July, three nuns of the late Mother 
Theresa's order were gunned down in Hodeidah on the Red 
Sea. Yemeni authorities said the assailant was a psychiatric 
patient, while other reports said he was an Islamist who 
fought alongside Bosnian Muslims in 1992. 

Fires threaten Haifa for second day 

HAIFA (AFP) — New fines broke out Monday around the 
Israeli port of Haife, one day after a blaze caused an entire 
I section of the city to be evacuated Israel Radio reported A 
| fire broke out at a waste dump in a shopping centre, with 
! warm winds quickly spreading the blaze to forests on neigh- 
bouring mount Carmel near the town of Zikron Yaakov. 
Dozens of hectares of pine trees were wiped out before fire 
fighters, aided by fire fighting aeroplanes and helicopters, 
controlled the blaze. Several houses were evacuated and one 
person was briefly overcome by smoke inhalation. Three 
other forest fires also broke out Monday, two in Galilee and 
one in Jerusalem that the radio said was rapidly contained 

‘Most Iran prisoners held for drugs’ 

TEHRAN (R) — About 60 per cent of Iran's prison popula- 
tion w ere convicted of drug offences, the head of Iran’s pris- 
ons said in remarks published on Monday. “Some 60 per cent 
of the country's 160.000 prisoners are drugs-related con- 
victs." the daily newspaper Salam quoted Morteza Bakhtiari 
ar saying. He said women, mostly serving sentences on 
drugs charges, accounted for about five per cent of the total 
number of prisoners. Iranian officials say there are about one 
. million drug addicts in a general population of 60 milli on. 

| Floods kill 14 in Iran 

TEHRAN (AP) — Floods unleashed by heavy rains have 
killed 14 people in northern Iran, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported Monday. The floods, which occurred over 
the past few days in northern Gilan Province, also killed 500 
livestock and damaged farms, roads, bridges and houses, it 
said. The damage was estimated at 50 billion rials ($17 mil- 
lion). 


Iraq condemns Cohen’s 
Arab Gulf states tour 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Iraqi 
press condemned on Monday a 
tour by US. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen to Arab Gulf 
states, saying his threats to use 
force against Iraq were “non- 
sense.” 

“During his tour to members 
of the Guif Cooperation Coun- 
cil the Zionist American Secre- 
tary of Defence William Cohen 
spelled out threats against Iraq 
which were nonsense and 
empty,” toe official Iraqi news- 
paper Al Qadissiya said. 

“Cohen and the rest of the 
Zionist crew who are manag- 
ing the American foreign poli- 
cy should not speD out such 
threats against a steadfast peo- 
ple led by an historic leader," 
the paper said 

Qadissiya said Cohen should 
know that the U.S. military 
bufld-up in the Gulf in Febru- 
ary “ted feDed" 

During a crisis between Iraq 
and the UN. over weapons 
inspections earlier this year, the 
U.S. and Britain sent new mili- 
tary forces to the Gulf and 
threatened to strike against 
Baghdad if it did not comply 
wife UN. resolutions. 


An attack was averted by an 
agreement clinched by UN. 
Secretary-General Kofi Arman 
and Iraq. 

Cohen said in Bahrain on 
Saturday that the United States 
was “frilly capable of carrying 
out any military option that 
might be required" if Baghdad 
did not renew free access for 
UN. inspectors looking for 
weapons cf mass destruction. 

But he said that Washington 
hoped that Iraq would resolve 
fee -issue peacefully wife the 
UN. 

Cohen arrived in Kuwait cm 
Monday, and was due to fry to 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday at the 
end of his six-day Gulf tout He 
has already visited Bahrain. 
Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Oman... the newspa- 
per of the ruling Baath Party. Al 
Thawra. said Cohen’s threat to 
use face against Iraq was “ally 
and unjustifiable." 

The paper sad there was no 
need for such statements 
against Iraq ar a time when an 
“agreement between Baghdad 
and tiie UN. on resumption of 
weapons inspections in Iraq is 
possible." 



LEBANESE YOUTHS BURN TURKISH PRODUCTS: Lebanese youths burn boxes of chocolates and biscuits 
made in Turkey during a protest held Monday in Baal beck in solidarity with Syria. Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi yesterday said Turkish Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz, who has threatened to attack Syria, visited Israel 
last month to plan the encirclement of Syria and Lebanon (Renters photo) 

Yilmaz firm on route for Caspian oil 


ANKARA (AP) — Presi- 
dent Suleyman- Demirel 
insisted Monday that Caspi- 
an Sea oil will be transported 
through Turkey, despite a 
report claiming that compa- 
nies favoured a cheaper and 
shorter route. 

“Baku-Ceyhan will be def- 
initely constructed,” Demirel 
told an oil conference in ref- 
erence to a pipeline project 
running from die Azeri capi- 
tal of Baku to Turkey’s 
Mediterranean port of Cey- 
haa “It is the safest route ‘ 
and has the backing of the 
United States." 

Demirel 's optimism con- 
flicted with Sunday’s report 
in The New York Tunes that 
U.S. efforts for the Turkish 
project appeared to be fail- 


Azerbarjan’s ofl reserves in 
the Caspian Sea are consid- 
ered to be the world's richest 
after the Middle East. 

According to the newspa- 
per. companies from the 
United States and seven 
other nations are expected to 
announce Oct. 29 that they 
will rely on a much shorter 
and cheaper pipeline already 
being built from Azerbaijan 
to the port of Supsa, on 
Georgia's Black Sea coast, 
or an enlarged pipeline along 
the same route. 

From Georgia, the oil 
would.be loaded intotankers 
and shipped through 
Turkey’s narrow Bosjxirtis 
Strait,’ ' a proposal strongly v ' 
opposed by Turkey for secu- 


rity concerns. 

Energy Minister Cumhur 
Ers inner said die report was 
totally baseless, private NTV 
television said. Ersumer said 
Turkey will sign an agree- 
ment with Georgia and Azer- 
baijan this month, to allow 
the Turkish pipeline to cut 
through their territories. 

The Turkis h proposal fore- 
sees the construction of a 
1,730-kilometre pipeline, 
via Georgia, capable of car- 
rying 50 million metric 
tonnes of ofl a year. It is 
expected to cost $2.5 billion. 

There have been nearly 50 
oil tanker accidents in the 
last four decades" in the 
Bosporus, a narrow water- 
way that bisects l&tahbul/ln 
several cases, leaking oil 


.covered the waterws^' caus- 
ing it to be shut down to traf- 
fic for days. Thousands of 
tonnes of ofl have spilled in 
the accidents. 

“You can pump the oil and 
flush it out directly in the 
Mediterranean, which is a 
perfect market," Demirel 
said. 

Washington has favoured 
the Baku-Ceyhan - route 
because it would avoid 
crossing Iran, which has also 
proposed an alternative 
route. 

Oil from Azerbaijan start- 
ed flowing through a prelim- ‘ 
inary Russian pipeline last 
•ffail to Russians Black- Sea- ^ 
port of Novorossisk. 


Palestinians dismiss charge London says Rushdie agreement stands 

Af fWf&V 1 If I 111 LONDON < AFP) — An agree- foreign office spokesman the understanding which b 
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TEL AVIV (R) — The Pales- 
tinian Information Ministry on 
Monday said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s policies, and not 
what he called Palestinian 
media incitement, spurred anti- 
Israeli violence. 

Netanyahu told mourners at 
tiie funeral on Sunday of a 19- 
year-old Israeli woman soldier 
who was stabbed to death by a 
Palestinian that “words of 
hatred" by Palestinian media 
had contributed to her death. 

“The real reasons for vio- 
lence lie within the policy 
spearheaded by the Israeli 
prime minister;" the informa- 
tion ministry said in a state- 
ment 


“This is represented by fee 
daily killings... that are com- 
mitted by his soldiers and set- 
tlers against Palestinians, land 
expropriation, settlement bufldr 
ing, closures... and tire destruc- 
tion of the peace process that 
represented the way out of con- 
flict," it said. 

Netanyahu has set an end to 
anti-Israeli incitement in the 
Palestinian media as one of the 
conditions Arafat must meet in 
return for the transfer of 13 per 
cent more of the West Bank to 
Palestinian self-rule. 

The Israeli soldier, Corporal 
Michal Adaro. was stabbed to 
death by a Palestinian last Fri- 
day when she got off a bus at 
the entrance to the Jordan Val- 


ley Jewish settlement of Tomec 

The Palestinian National 
Authority on Sunday said the 
killer, Imad Kmafl, was psy- 
chologically disturbed. Kmail 
34, was shot in the legs by otber 
Israeli soldiers after the stab- 
bing and arrested 

The Palestinian information 
ministry said Netanyahu 
should pay more attention to 
Israeli media. 

“Mr Netanyahu should 
watch his country’s media, 
which day and night are incit- 
ing racism, which fill Israeli 
public opinion with all the 
colours of haired and led 65 per 
cent of the population to call for 
the expulsion of Fhlestinians." 
it said 


LONDON(AFP) — An agree- 
ment between tiie British and 
Iranian governments lifting the 
threat of a Tehran-sponsored 
assassination of British writer 
Salman Rushdie still stands. 
London insisted Monday. 

The Foreign Office was 
speaking after an Iranian foun- 
dation increased to $2.S million 
the bounty on Rushdie's head 
just weeks after moves by the 
two governments to put the 
affair behind them. 

Iranian newspapers reported 
that the Khordad-15 founda- 
tion had offered an extra 
$300,000 for the execution of 
the 1989 fetwa issued by the 
late Iranian supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
against Rushdie for his book 
“The Satanic Verses." 

But in London on Monday a 


foreign office spokesman 
insisted there was “no indica- 
tion that that amount [offered] 
is in any way supported by the 
Iranian authorities." 

Last month London 
announced it would restore full 
diplomatic relations with Iran 
for the first time since the fetwa 
was Issued after Iran made 
moves to dissociate itself from 
the bounty. 

Following a meeting with 
British Foreign Secretary' 

Robin Cook in New York, Iran- 
ian Foreign Minister Karaal 
Kharazi pledged that Tehran 
had nothing to do with the 
Kbordad-I5 bounty and would 
take no steps to implement the 
fetwa. 

The Foreign Office 
spokesman commented: “The 
agreement which was reached. 


: JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

!5:10 French Gutooo 

35:30 ...Banos in Pyjamas lEp. 2) 

16:00 ....—Life Choice 

16:30 .SmallTalk 

17:00 .River of Life 

ISrfH) .French Programmes 

j — Les Cottirs Brule's 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme 

— Fractales 

1930 .News headlines 

19:35 Step by Step — “Wfe Are 
Going to Disney World" (pt 2) 

21M)0 What Would You Do? 

20:30 Drover’s Gold (Ep. 2) 

21:05 You and your Car 

21:30 .UN Cut 

22 : 00 : .News in English 

22:30 Lonesome Dove 

23:59 -Sliakespeares Henry the Fifth 
0U30 EndofTX 


PRAYER TIMES 


(W:16 

0533 . — 

11:22 

14:38 

17:11 

18:28 .. — 


JFajr 

-(Sunrise) Duha 

.Dhuhr 

‘Asr 

-.Maghreb' 

‘Isha 


| CHURCHES 

J 

j SL Marv of Nazareth Church 
I SwaGeMbL 5920740 
j ^semHies of God Church TeL 

j 4* £2 7. <5 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 


Tara Sancta Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4634853/4624811. 

St Afinem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

A mman Inte rnati onal Church 

TeL 5865897 

Conran-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 46S4932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Safe College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church cf Presentation, Swei- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TfeL 4624757 

Hie EngSsfr Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 46141 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Chinch TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771331 
The American Orthodox 
Church TH. 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment o$ Meteorology 


It will be hetf, diy. and dusty with 
temperatures rising significantly 
and winds southwesterly moder- 
ate to active. In Aqaba, it will be 
hot and dusty, winds northerly 
moderate to active, and seas calm. 


Amman . 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley „ 


18/35 

24/40 

15/36 

26/41 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 38 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 17 per cent 
Aqaba 26 percent. 

Following are the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajkmn 26 

Jerasfa 32 

UmQays 32 

Madaba 32 

Petra 32 

Dead Sea 38 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khakknm Asfinr 3332600 

Dc Awm Hawamdeb. — 5332350 

Dn Tawfiq Qub'ain 4623029 

Dc GbakbZawadefa 4126011 

.41 Asema pharmacy 4637055 


Al Salam pharmacy — 4636730 
Shmdsani pharmacy -4637660 
Nairookh pharmacy -..4623672 

IRBID: 

Dc LnffiShabhi 24179S 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc Akram Haddad 985550 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre—.. 46371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
3661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.-. .199 
Rescue Police 192, 4621111. 
4637777 

Fire Brigade. 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

PubBc Security Dept — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints -5605800 

Price Complaints — „ — 5661 176 
Waer&Sewmge Qmplaiffls 4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance} I?t 

Overseas Calls - 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs .4623101 


Abdali Td. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 

. — 4774111 

Winer Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity' Authority ..3815615 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight Injbrroation-..44-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airpon —.44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli — 5666 1 3 1/7 
Hussein Medical Centre TeL 

5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity.— .464428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity— .4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. — 4636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani — 5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasber Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhlL Abdali 56641 61/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

ATBashk .4775111/26 

Army, Marka — — 489 1611/15 
Queen. Alia Hospital— 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital -5674 155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt Hospital 

(091983323 

Zaiqa Notional Hospital 


(09/900560 Other Flights 

Jpital — (09)986732 08:00 Cario (MS) 

Modem Hospital 12:00 J^ivadh(SV) 

= (09)99099 12L30 Aden (TY> 

13£5 Munich (LH) 

Banna Hospital 

ifp |275555 15.10 ■ ....Ba hr ain. Doha (GF) 


. . . (09)900560 

Ibn Sinn Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hflcma Modem Hospital 
- (09199099 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

-('02)275555 

Greek 

Carbolic Hospital 

i(1?\77777^ 

Ibn AJ 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 


Rcfyal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

06:10 Tehran (RJ) 

06:30 Damascus (RJ) 

07:05 -Sanaa (RJ) 

09-JO Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:40 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

09*15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Kk25 Beirut (RJ) 

1030 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

16.-00 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 Kuwait (add) (RJ) 

18:00 Uradc^Fnmkfim(RJ) 


15:10 

17:05 

1&00 

19:25 

21130 

w-ig 

22*40 ZZ 

2355 


02:00 Rome t A27) 

03:25 ...... .London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09t2O Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17HW-Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (arming at 
QAIA) (RW) 

2225 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


.Dubai (EKl 

.Kiev (6U) 

Paris (AF) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

Beirut (ME; 

LaraacafCYi 

-Amsterdam (KL; 

.Bucharest iRO) 


Royal Jordanian OBJ) Flights 

06:45 , Beirut {RJ) 

08:00 — -Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

WfcOO . Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

11 JO Vienna, London (RJ) 

11:35 Berlin, Frankfort (RJ) 


the understanding which Iras 
been reached by the British and 
Iranian authorities, as far as we 
are concerned, still stands.” 

He described the accord as a 
“dear breakthrough.” 

Also in London, Frances 
d'Souza, a friend of Rushdie 
and head of his support group, 
questioned whether Khoidad- 
15 was truly a private founda- 
tion. 

The foundation’s director 
Ayatollah Hassan Sanei was a 
government advisor, she said, 
adding ihar Iranian sources had 
told her that if the foundation 
was ever to pay the bounty, it 
would need state assistance. 

“Unless it expected to receive 
money from the government, I 
do not understand bow it can 
offer the money." she- said. 


Kuwait (.add) (RJ) 

— Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

Baris (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Madrid (RJ) 

-Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

— Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:25 JFrankfurt (LH) 

09d)0 Cairo (MS) ! 

13130 -Riyadh (SV) i 

13J0 AdenffY) I 

14:15 Munich (YP) 

15:00 — Istanbul (IK) 

16:20 Doha, Bahrain (GF) 

J 6:20 Dubai <EK) 

18:05 Kiev(6U) 

20:10 — .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:55 Beirut (ME) 

23^— .BeiraL Amsterdam (KL) 

— ... Bucharest (RD) 

03:00 Rome(AZ) 

05:35 LaraacaCOO 

0fc30 Paris (AF) 

jLoadan (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
07:00 Aqaha (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

08:30— Aqaba (from Marka Air- 

pnrt)(RW) 

16:30 Tel Aviv (from Marka Air- 

pwtXRW) 

20*30 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) _ 


. 
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Jordan seeks 
development 
benefiting, 
involving 
public sectors 
: — Regent 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jattian 
<iedi5 id create an anironmenr 
conducive to a comprehensive 
and sustainable development 
i^dving and benefiting the 
cptnary’s various public sec- 
tors, Ha Royal Highness 
(jovvti Prince Hasson, the 
Regent, said Monday. 

b an address delivered on 
his behalf by Planning. Minis- 
ter Nabil Amman ai a seminar 
an adjusting national legisla- 
tion so the requirements of the 
European Union, the Regent 
said the country hopes to 
) xhieve its international aspira- 
oons by building a strong 
natkmd economy. 

Prince Hassan noted that the 
Jadan-EU association agree- 
ment signed a year ago' will 
become effective at the' begin- 
ning of next year. In addition. 
Jordan is preparing to accede 
jo the Wbrid Tirade Organisa- 
tion by the middle of 1999 and 
is negotiating to join the Euro- 
pean Free Trade Association 
soup. 

"'Through an exchange of 
expertise at this seminar, 
which will review Austria's 
experience as a case study in 
adapting and adjusting its leg- 
islation to meet the require- 
ments of joining the European 
Union, Jordan wifi benefit a 
great deal,” he said 
' But the Regent added that 
"our aim should not be merely 
copying other countries' 
experiments but rather bene- 
fiting from their experiences in 
a manner that is suitable for 
our needs and our economy." 

“V£ have started mod- 
ernising our legislation... out of 
our belief in a free market 
economy. The national legisla- 
tive framework is coherent 
and strong and has become... 
suitable for the investment 
_ erionmenC he said. 

Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try President Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan said the Jordan-EU 
association agreement, which 
was initialed in Brussels last 
year, will be formally signed in 
lk coming year. 



A PRAYER FOR KING HUSSEIN: Catholic patriarchs Monday pray for the recovery of His Majesty King Hus- 
r^. n,a * t * lc upening uf a five-day meeting in Amman. The meeting will discuss relations between Muslims and 
Christians in the Middle East. King Hussein is half-way through a series of six chemotherapy cycles w hich began 
on July 24 at the Mayo Clinic in the United States (Reuters photo) 


Court views precedent-setting video 
of alleged bombers’ re-enactment 


By a Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — The Stale 
Security Court on Monday 
set a precedent by allowing 
the screening of a video film 
in the courtroom showing 
alleged bombers re-enacting 
their crime. 

Acting on a petition from 
the state prosecutor, the 
court agreed to review’ the 
video tape showing the 10 
defendants, known by their 
group name. Reform and 
Challenge, re-enacting their 
alleged arson and bomb 
attacks against senior offi- 
cials’ vehicles, a police com- 
pound and other public 
facilities. 

The 10 defendants, part of 
a group of 1 3. are accused of 
possessing, transporting and 
manufacturing explosives 


with illicit intent, carrying 
out extremist attacks and 
belonging to an illegal 
organisation. 

TItree people faeing the 
same charges are being tried 
in absentia. 

The court also heard five 
prosecution witnesses, 
including three chemical 
and explosives experts, who 
provided testimony about 
flammable substances found 
at the scenes of the explo- 
sions. 

The suspects were arrested 
in May following a series of 
arson and explosive attacks 
that targeted senior officials' 
vehicles, a kindergarten, a 
traffic police compound and 
the parking lot of an Amman 
hotel. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, some 


group members met in 1994 
and started attending reli- 
gious lessons in their homes. 
They formed a group which 
they colled "Reform and 
Ch;dlenge to change the 
reality in Jordan," the prose- 
cution charged. 

The suspects were arrested 
in May following several 
attacks which resulted in 
property damage but no 
injuries. 

The military tribunal, 
comprising Judges Yousef 
Fuouri, Tayel Raqad and 
Ahmad Ayash, adjourned 
the session until Wednesday. ' 

Psychiatrist referred to 
court for fraudulent 
prescriptions 

Meanwhile, the state 
prosecutor Monday referred 


a 50-vear-old psychiatrist to 
the State Security Court on 
charges ol' writing fraudu- 
lent medical prescriptions 
for drugs, according to judi- 
cial sources. 

The source said the psy- 
chiatrist. who the authori- 
ties would not identify, was 
arrested around 45 days ago 
after writing a medical pre- 
scription for an undercover 
police officer. 

The authorities received a 
tip that the psychiatrist was 
writing prescriptions for. 
Artine pills to drug abusers 
without performing a phys- 
ical examination. 

Sources said the psychia- 
trist was charging JD10 for 
each prescription. 


Vehicles’ duty-free 
registration under 
government scrutiny 

Action draws fire from foreign NGOs 


By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Moham- 
mad Saleh Hourani yesterday 
said his ministry was in the 
process of reviewing die reg- 
istration of more than 400 
vehicles licensed with yellow 
plmes to determine which 
were registered to ‘'legiti- 
mate" foreign companies 
operating in the country and 
whether or not new annual 
licensing fees would deter 
foreign investment in the 
country. 

"One of the reasons we 
[adopted] the new licensing 
regulations is to weed out 
those [Jordanian companies! 
who have abused the law to 
get [duty tree) cars," Hourani 
said. 

The Cabinet last month 
hiked licensing fees for "yel- 
low plated" cars — or Jury 
free care — from a few hun- 
dred dinars to JD 1,000-3000, 
Hourani said "sev eral" Jorda- 
nians had registered local 
companies as regional offices 
in order to import duty free 
vehicles — a privilege 
reserved for foreign compa- 
nies and non-profit organisa- 
tions to encourage their pres- 


ence in the country 

“Now. we are trying to see 
which companies are really 
foreign and which have been 
registered simply to exploit 
this benefit," he said. 

The new regulations were 
met with an immediate round 
of criticism from foreign non- 
profit organisations and 
regional offices in Amman, 
who argue thar the •'exorbi- 
tant" increase is simply a cus- 
toms tax masquerading as a 
licensing fee. 

Regular customs tax on 
vehicles varies according to a 
cur's make, model and engine 
size, and is usually more than 
50 per cent of market value. 

Ulrich VoigL head of the 
Friedrich Naumann Founda- 
tion, a German NGO. was 
quoted in an Arabic daily us 
saying that "if one is to follow 
[the government's! proce- 
dures logically, there is no 
way a person can understand 
the new licensing fees." 

"If you bring a car in 
exempt front taxes but you 
have to pay a license fee of 
102,000-3,000, you are not 
really exempt from taxes, are 
you T 

A source from another Ger- 
man NGO said most NGOs 


have agreements with the 
government exempting them 
from most taxes and fees, but 
he added that "it is not a small 
irony that these NGOs come 
to Jordan and contribute 
money to any number of pro- 
jects, often at the request of 
the government, but they are 
then asked to pay for thru 
’privilege’ over time." 

"As usual, the government 
has written a new ] regulation] 
without consulting anyone 
about what the effects of it 
might be, and now everyone 
is in a mess,” he said. 

The ability to import duty- 
free vehicles is also one of the 
main incentives in the invest- 
ment promotions law offered 
to international companies to 
encourage them to establish 
regional offices in Amman. 
The Investment Promotion 
Corporation, responsible for 
recruiting badly needed for- 
eign investment, also criti- 
cised the new- regulations in a 
letter to the Cabinet last week. 

"We understand that the 
government had its reasons 
for this regulation, but was it 
necessary to kill an invest- 
ment incentive to get rid of 
the bad apples?’ one DPC 
source said. 


Government exempts popular - 
foods restaurants from sales tax 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The gov- 
emment has decided to 
exempt popular restaurants 
selling falafel, hummus and 
foul from paying a 10 per 
cent sales tax on their food. 

A report Monday in the 
Arabic daily Al Ra’i said the 
decision was taken in 
response to demands by the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce and the General 
Union of Restaurant Own- 
ers. 

The report noted that a 
committee was formed ear- 


lier to examine the regula- 
tions providing for the sales 
tax on this kind of popular 
food. 

The committee, which 
grouped representatives of 
the Sales Tax Department, 
the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce and the General 
Union of Restaurant Own- 
ers, examined amendments 
introduced to the Sales Tax 
Law on Oct. 1, 199S. 

The committee recom- 
mended that the government 
exempt these foods from the 


sales tax after determining 
that paragraphs 3 and 4 of 
article 15 of the 1995 Sales 
Tax Law were affected by 
the amendments. 

According to the govern- 
ment’s decision, fuul. hum- 
mus and falafel are consid- 
ered basic commodities for 
limited-income groups and 
must therefore be exempted 
from the sales tax. 

At least 3.800 popular 
restaurants will benefit from 
the government’s decision, 
according to the report 


Final suspect in school attack taken into custody 
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By jVfutzzher M urjan 

AMMAN — Police have taken into 
custody the last suspect involved in an 
attack against several staff members at 
a public school in Amman by the fam- 
ily of a student who was allegedly 
beaten up by a teacher, officials said 
Monday. 

The six men involved in the attack at 
Ibn Bitar Elementary School last 
Wednesday will be tried on Nov. 5, 
they added. 

“The whole incident resulted from 
an exaggerated response to an appar- 
ent misunderstanding" said Mashoor 
Kharabsheh, head of the Ministry of 
Education's First District department. 

Tension soared offer a teacher tried 
to push away three boys who were 
standing next to a truck delivering 
water to school Kharabsheh told the 
Jordan Times. 

“One of the three boys ran out of the 


school and went to his brothers and 
relatives, who own a barbecue stand 
near the Yajouz main highway, and 
told them he was beaten up," Kharab- 
sheh said. 

"They came back with him, many 
with burcher knives, and insulted the 
staff before attacking some of them," 
he added. "The school’s headmaster 
and a teacher received minor injuries." 

Teachers at the school, which does 
not have a telephone, waited until 
their working schedule was over and 
personally reported the incident to Al 
Rashid police station. 

77ie school was closed for a day 
after the attack, and teachers will 
make up for the lost day on Thursday. 

"It [the closure] was necessary to 
calm things down. The students were 
greatly disturbed by the incident," 
Kharabsheh said. 

Police have completed investiga- 
tions into the incident, but the school 


has yet to finish talking to all panics 
involved, including the student who 
allegedly instigated the incident. 

The family of the student was not 
available lor comment. 

Officials and educators say incidents 
of school violence have been on rhe 
rise in Jordan in recent years. 

They believe increasing poverty, 
unemployment and daily scenes of 
violence broadcast on television as 
well as family problems caused by a 
change in traditions and customs have 
contributed to the rising violence. 

In many cases, however, trouble has 
brewed because teachers and school- 
masters have improvised to deal with 
certain situations instead of following 
a special disciplinary protocol set for 
schools. The controversial protocol 
among other things calls for transfer- 
ring students to other schools or 
expelling them. 
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uihat’s going on 

FILM 

' “Goya" fin English with commentary by Dr. Khdlid KhreiM ai Insniu- 
to Ccnumes, Jabal Amman on Wednesday Ocl 14 at 6:30 p.m. 

* "Sense and Sensibility” ai the British Council Jabai Amman at 6:00 
jun. i Another film entitled 'Transformers and Headmasters” will be 
screened on Wednesday Oct 14 at 5:00 pan.) 

* German film “Fur rrnmer and immer’’ ( Always and Forever) at Goethe- 
Insrituie, Jabal Amman on Wednesday Ox 14 at 7:00 pm 

THE P ALEST INIAN HERITAGE WEEK 

* Seminar entitled “The Zionist Lies About the Mamie Heritage in- 
Jerusalem “ (In Arabic) with the participation ofMr. Ra'il Najm. Dr.Ali Abu 
Ghanimah, Ct Aii Al Timm and Sheikh Ra’ki Sabih (who will participate 
by phone) al [h; Professorial Associations Complex (6:00 pm - 8:00 
pm). 

* Song festival on Wednesday Oct. 14 at the Pmfesswnal Assueiaixm.>. . 
Complex (6:00 pm-8:00 pm i. 

lecture 

* What is psychiatry?’ (in Arabic.) by Dr. Mohammad Kan'an, Dr. I tj.. 
AJ-Din Jamal Dr. Suiaman Barn Sa’id at the Gty Hall Ras Al ‘Ain onr 
^dnesetey Ocl 14 at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Gciya's Captkhos paintings at Institute Cervantes. Jabal Amman (Tel. | 

4610858), until Ocl 23. „ \ 

* Children’s photo exhibition entitled "Al Hussein in the Eyes of Ctal-,.] 

'^"attheRq^Odtuml Centre, until Ocl 15. _ f 

* Exhibition on ‘‘Protection of AtAaeobgical Heritage,’ a book Hhua-^ 
bon. and children'!, art exhibition at the City Hall Ras Al 'Ain, uml Oa. 

* Trueroamd Motor Show W at the Amman International. Motorr 

Show. Airpon Road 57 1421 UuntUOa 17. , t:. 

* “Calligraphy on Crafts” at the Jordan Craft Centre lAl Ay4). Jabal 

Amman (TeL 4644555). Oober 18-31. , ,_ lf . f 

•Wxksbv Lamia Jamal at the French Cultural Centre. Jabal WabdefLt; 

m0a -^ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent offers condolences to tribes 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Monday visited the Bani Hassan tribes in Maftaq to 
offer condolences to the Dughmi and Mashakhu tribes over the 
death of Sheikh Fuisai Deil'ailuh Dughmi, a former deputy uttd 
father of Lower House member Abdul Karim Dughmi. The Bani 
Hassan tribes thanked His Majesty King Hussein and the Regent 
aoJ wished the King a quick recovery. Prince Hassan was 
accompanied by Prime Minister Faye/. Taruwneh, Royal Court 
Chief Jawad Anani, HRH Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Hah Khali b. 

Regent receives WIPO chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, on Monday received the director general of the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation, Kamel Idris. During the meet- 
ing, which was attended by Minister of Culture and Youth Tulal 
Sai’an Al Hassan and Minister of Industry. Trade and Supply 
Mohammad Saleh Horani, Prince Hassan and Idris discussed a 
proposal to establish a regional WIPO office in Jordan, 

Agreement on French books in schools 

AMMAN (Peon) -*■ The Minlstiy of Education and the French 
Cultural Centre Monday signed an agreement to reprint and pub- 
lish a series books to teach French at ministry schools. The 
agreement provides for revising and adapting the series to con- 
form with the educational philosophy in Jordan and to take into 
account the traditions of Jonlanian society. The agreement was 
signed by ministry Secretary General Izzat Jaradat and French 
Cultural Centre Director Denis Toupin. 



Two agreements were signed yesterday under which Royal Jordanian will be restructured prior to its privatisation ' 
(File photo) 

Agreements on restructuring 
debt-ridden RJ in eight months 

Two consortiums to carry out $2 million project 


AMMAN (J.T. i — Royal Jordanian 
on Monday signed agreements with 
two consortiums to financially, legally 
and technically restructure the indebt- 
ed national airline in eight months at a 
cost of $2 million, funded by the 
World Bank. 

According to the deal, the French 
Banque Paribas working in conjunc- 
tion with SHA. an American consult- 
ing agency specialised in civil avia- 
tion, and the British legal group Clif- 
ford Chance, together with British 
legal consultants Line and Partners 
and a local Jordanian legal firm, will 
design and implement a programme 
for restructuring and privatising RJ. 

Banque Paribas and Clifford 


Chance, which won the deal in an 
internationally floated tender, will 
now embark on evaluating the air- 
line’s assets, restructuring the balance 
sheet, recommending ways to handle 
RJ’s JD700 million debt setting up a 
debt-free subsidiary and eventually 
selling off a major stake, between 40- 
60 per cent of the new entity to a 
strategic partner. 

Last month, the government gave RJ 
the go ahead to finalise the agree- 
ments. 

The agreement, which was signed 
by the head of the Prime Ministry's 
Executive Privatisation Unit, Adel 
Qudah, and John Mitchcl and Andrew 
Matthew for the consultancy consor- 


tium. will lead to the creation of two 
companies. 

The operating subsidiary will handle 
the aviation part of the business and 
wifi include the planes, routes and 
technical support. 

The remaining operations of the air- 
line, such as the duty-free shops^engi- 
neering and maintenance services and 
catering, will be part of a government- 
owned holding company which will 
represent the government's share in 
the new subsidiaty. 

The signing ceremony was attended 
by RJ’s Chairman of the Board Walid 
Asfour, the airline’s Chief Executive 
Officer Nader Dahabi and French 
Ambassador to Jordan Bernard Ernie. 
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Nobel prize for 

discoverers of 
Viagra principle 


STOCKHOLM fR) — 
Three U.S. scientists whose 
discoveries led to the use of 
the Viagra anti-impotence 
drug won the 1998 Nobel 
Prize for Medicine Monday. 

Robert Furchgott, Ferid 
Murad and Louis Ignarro 
were awarded the 7.6 mil- 
lion Swedish crown 
($955,500) prize jointly for 
their discoveries about the 
role of nitric oxide — long 
considered just an air pollu- 
tant — as a signalling mol- 
ecule in the cardiovascular 
system. 

The discovery has appli- 
cations for the treatment of 
cardiovascular disease, 
shock and possibly cancer, 
as well as impotence, said 
Sweden's Karolinska 
Institute, which awards the 
annual prize, one of the 
most prestigious in medi- 
cine. 

Nitric oxide is a gas that 
transmits signals in the 
organism, allowing mes- 
sages to be sent from one 
part of the body to another, 
and regulates blood pres- 
sure and blood flow. 

"Signal transmission by a 
gas that is produced by one 
cell, penetrates through 
membranes and regulates 
the function of another cell 
represents an entirely new 
principle for signalling in 
biological systems,” the 
institute said in its citation. 

Furchgott, 82. a pharma- 
cologist at the State 
University of New York 
t SUNY ) in Brooklyn, 
established in 19S0 that 
blood vessels dilate, or 
become wider, because 
their surface cells — the 
endothelium — produce an 
unknown signal molecule 
that makes their smooth 
muscle cells relax. 


Furchgott’ s "ingenious 

experiment” led to a quest 
to identify the factor, the 
institute said, 

Miirad, 62, now a phar- 
macologist at the University 
of Texas Medical School in 
Houston, analysed how 
nitio-glycerine and similar 
substances affect vessels, 
and discovered in 1977 that 
they release nitric oxide, 
which relaxes smooth mus- 
cle cells. 

Ignarro. 57, and now a 
pharmacologist at the 
University of California 
Los Angeles (UCLA) 
School of Medicine, partic- 
ipated in the quest for die 
unknown signal molecule 
posited by Furchgott. and in 
a brilliant series of analy- 
ses, independently and with 
Furchgott, concluded it was 
nitric oxide. 

“He (Ignarro) discovered 
the principle which led to 
the use of Viagra as an anti- 
impotence drug,” Sten 
Orrenius, professor of toxi- 
cology at the Karolinska 
Institute, told Reuters. 

Viagra, the product of 
research into cardiovascular 
disease, counters impotence 
by dilating the blood ves- 
sels in the penis. It is pro- 
duced by Pfizer. 

It was a sensation that 
nitric oxide, a simple, com- 
mon air pollutant formed 
when nitrogen burns, for 
instance in car exhaust 
fumes, could exert impor- 
tant functions in the organ- 
ism. 

“When Furchgott and 
Ignarro presented their con- 
clusions at a conference in 
July, 1986, it elicited an 
avalanche of research activ- 
ities in many different labo- 
ratories around the world,” 
the institute said. “This was 


the first discovery that a gas 
can act as a signal molecule 
in the organism." 

Further research results 
rapidly confirmed that nitric 
oxide is a signal molecule 
of key importance for the 
cardiovascular system — 
the heart and blood vessels 
— and other areas. 

“We know today that 
nitric oxide acts as a signal 
molecule in the nervous 
system, as a weapon against 
infections, as a regulator of 
blood pressure and as a 
gatekeeper of blood flow to 
different organs,” the insti- 
tute said. 

Found in most living crea- 
tures and made by many 
different cells, it controls 
blood pressure by dilating 
arteries, affects behaviour 
by activating nerve cells 
and when produced in white 
blood cells becomes toxic 
to invading bacteria and 
parasites. 

Scientists are now testing 
whether it can be used to 
stop the growth of cancer- 
ous tumours. 

The Nobel prizes were 
created by Swedish indus- 
trialist Alfred Nobel, the 
discoverer of dynamite, 
who died in 1 896. 

Nobel was prescribed 
nitro-glycerine, one of the 
key components of dyna- 
mite to ease his chest pain 
when he contracted heart 
disease, but refused to take 
it. the institute noted. 

“It has been known since 
the last century that the 
explosive nitro-glycerine 
has beneficial effects 
against chest pain,” it said. 
“However, it would take 
100 years until it was clari- 
fied that nitro-glycerine acts 
by releasing nitric oxide 
gas” 


China urges Japan 
to respect history 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Monday reacted cau- 
tiously to indications that 
Japan would make a for- 
mal apology to Beijing 
for atrocities committed 
during its occupation of 
the mainland before and 
during World War n. 

“China seeks to devel- 
op friendly bilateral ties 
with Japan based on the 
foundation of respect for 
history," the foreign min- 
istry said in a statement. 

“But first the Japanese 
side must correctly view 
and acknowledge history 
and sustain the course of 
peaceful development.” 

The statement came in 
response to a Japanese 
foreign ministry official's 
statement that Japan 
would offer a specific 
apology to China for 
wartime atrocities when 
President Jiang Zemin 
visits Tokyo next month. 

The official said the 
apology would be the 
same as one issued to vis- 
iting South Korean 
President Kim Dae-Jung 
in a written declaration 
by Japanese Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi 
last Thursday. 

The declaration said 
Obuchi “expressed deep 
remorse and extended a 
heartfelt apology to the 
people of South Korea” 
for heavy damage and 


pain inflicted during 
more than three decades 
of colonial rule. 

It was the first written 
apology Japan had issued 
to a country for its 
wartime actions. 

Previous statements of 
remorse were directed to 
Asia as a whole. 

China's statement did 
not directly refer to 
Japan's apology to South 
Korea. 

“During the war of 
aggression, the Japanese 
military caused great suf- 
fering to the peoples of 
China and other Asian 
nations.” the Chinese for- 
eign ministry said. 

“A correct understand- 
ing of historical problems 
will help protect the 
political foundation of 
China-Japan ties. It will 
also promote understand- 
ing and confidence 
between Japan and its 
Asian neighbours,” it 
added. 

Japanese troops invad- 
ed China’s northern 
region of Manchuria in 
1931, beginning a bloody 
campaign to control the 
mainland that ended only 
with Japan's defeat in 
1945. 

One of the most infa- 
mous atrocities during 
the occupation was the 
1937 massacre in the city 
of Nanjing. According to 


Chinese estimates, 
Japanese soldiers killed 
300,000 civilians in the 
city. 

Japanese nationalists 
have denied that the inci- 
dent occurred or have 
played down the number 
of people killed. 

A commentary in the 
state-run China Daily 
Monday lashed out at 
Japanese who try to 
“whitewash” their war 
history. 

“By trying to minimise 
their war crimes, the 
Japanese only generate 
distrust,” the commen- 
tary said. 

The editorial called on 
the Japanese government 
to study the example set 
by the European 
Parliament and punish 
people who trivialise 
wartime aggression. 

The parliament last 
week stripped French far- 
right leader Jean-Marie 
Le Pen of immunity 
which would have pro- 
tected him from standing 
trial in Germany for 
alleged anti -Jewish com- 
ments. 

“The Japanese govern- 
ment can certainly pre- 
vent some die-hard right- 
ists from undermining its 
sincerity by following the 
example set by 
Germany,” the author 
concluded. 


v 









Actress Lauren Bacall arrives for the 4tb annnal International Achievement in 
Arts Awards in Beverly Hills. Bacall received 'The Legend Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Film and on Stage' during the event, which benefited several char- 
ities, including the Whitney Houston Foundation for Children, Inc (Heaters photo) 


‘N. Ireland paramilitary 
disarmament still possible’ 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Disarmament by Northern 
Ireland’s paramilitaries is still 
possible, the British govern- 
ment insisted Monday after a 
Protestant group ruled out an 
early handover of weapons. 

“I believe it is still possi- 
ble,” said Northern Ireland 
Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam. 

“But we have got to take it 
in small steps because 
nobody wants to make the 
first jump.” 

Mowlam was speaking 
alter the political wing of the 
Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF) 
made a weekend announce- 
ment that even “if the IRA 
decommissions, it doesn’t 
mean the UVF will.” 

Billy Hutchinson, a leader 


of the Progressive Unionist 
Party, told a party congress in 
Belfast on Saturday that “in 
no way will a timetable be 
formulated for decommis- 
sioning." 

He added that the condi- 
tions for such a disarmament 
would be “a peaceful society” 
in which “the republican 
tyranny is dead and gone.” 

He added: 

“Decommissioning is unreal- 
istic before Oct. 31. But it 
may not be unrealistic in the 
coming years.” 

The recalcitrance of the 
UVF further undermines 
prospects of the province 
establishing a power-sharing 
government of pro-Britisb- 
rule Protestants and Roman 
Catholic nationalists by Oct 


31 as set out in the April 
peace deal. 

Disarmament has become 
the major stumbling block in 
implementing the agreement 
with moderate Prorestants 
insisting that the IRA begin 
handing over weapons before 
it accepts its political wing 
Sinn Fein in government 

Sinn Fein has rejected the 
notion of any government 
seats being made conditional 
on IRA decommissioning. 

The UVF. which declared a 
ceasefire in 1994. and the 
Irish Republican Army have 
waged a brutal war over the 
governance of Northern 
Ireland since 1969. Their 
political wings signed up to 
the peace agreement drawn 
up in April. 


Straps, straitjackets implicated 
in hundreds of deaths 


HARTFORD, Connecticut 
(AP) — Restraints such as 
straitjackets and bed straps 
have caused hundreds of 
deaths in U.S. psychiatric and 
mental retardation facilities 
in the past decade, the 
Hartford Courant reported. 

The restraints, supposed to 
be used only as a last resort, 
are commonly used for disci- 
pline or the convenience of 
staff at psychiatric and men- 
tal institutions, the newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The newspaper’s investiga- 
tion was prompted by the 
death of 11 -year-old Andrew 
McClain, who died while 
being restrained in a 
Portland, Connecticut, psy- 
chiatric hospital in March. 

The Courant said its inves- 
tigation confirmed 142 
restraint-related deaths, many 
involving children, since 
1988. 

The true death count may 


be three to 10 times higher 
because many cases are not 
reported to authorities, 
according to a statistical esti- 
mate commissioned by the 
Courant. 

The Courant also found: — 
23 people died after being 
restrained in face-down floor 
holds such as the one in 
which McClain died. 

— '20 died after they were 
tied up in leather wrist and 
ankle cuffs or vests and 
ignored for hours. 

— Causes of death could 
be confirmed in 125 cases. 
Of those patients, 33 per cent 
died of lack of oxygen and 
another 26 per cent died of 
heart-related causes. 

Health care officials say 
restraints are used less fre- 
quently and more compas- 
sionately than ever before. 

“When it comes to 
restraints, the public has a 
picture of medieval things. 


chains and dungeons.” said 
Dr. Kenneth Marcus, psychi- 
atrist in chief at Connecticut 
Valley Hospital in 
Middletown, Connecticut 

“But it really isn’t. 
Restraints are used to physi- 
cally stabilise patients, to pre- 
vent them from being 
assaultive or hurting them- 
selves.” 

The federal government 
does not collect data on how 
many patients are killed by 
restraints. Neither do state 
regulators, academics or 
accreditation agencies. 

The Harvard Centre for 
Risk Analysis put the esti- 
mate at between 50 and 150 
deaths a year, based largely 
on data from the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services and New 
York, the only state that 
investigates all deaths in 
institutions. 


Surviving New Zealand dinosaurs may have four sexes 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — 
New Zealand's unique minia- 
ture dinosaurs, the tuatara, 
might have four different 
sexes, researchers said in a 
report Monday. 

Molecular genetic 

researchers from three differ- 
ent universities have come up 
with the theory, according to 
Stephen Same of Massey 
University, Palmerston 

North. 

Tuatara (sphenodon pune- 


tatus) are the only surviving 
member of an ancient line of 
creatures stretching back 225 
million years. 

Now up to 60 centimetres 
long, they inhabit a few areas 
of mainly off-shore islands, 
laying eggs and living for 
around 60 years. 

Sane, his Massey colleague 
David Lambert, Charles 
Daugherty of Wellington’s 
Victoria University and Mike 
Thompson from Sydney 


University, are investigating 
how sex is determined in 
tuarara. 

Laboratory research found 
eggs of the common tuatara 
species, incubated at 22 
degrees Centigrade produced 
mostly males, but incubated 
at 18 degrees Centigrade, the 
eggs turned into females. 

Sarre told the Massey 
News magazine published 
Monday that studies of 
tuatara DNA found there 


appeared to be differences in 
the genetic make-up of males 
and females. 

If die difference was found 
to be significant, this would 
indicate the sex of tuatara 
was determined not only by 
temperature during incuba- 
tion, but also by genetics and 
the interplay between the 
two. 

Previous studies had shown 
they did not have obvious sex 
chromosomes so sex was not 


determined by solely genet- 
ics. 

“But if we find that there is 
a significant difference 
between male and female 
DNA, and that sex can be 
detennined by temperature 
during incubation, then this 
would imply they could have 
four sexes,” Sarre said. 

“Males that are genetically 
male and look male: males 
that are genetically male, but 
look like females; genetic 


females that look like 
females; and genetic females 
that look like males.” 

Until about 1,000 years 
ago, tuatara were scattered in 
great numbers throughout 
New Zealand's two largest 
islands but destruction of 
habitai and the arrival of 
humans, rats, cats, pigs and ' 
dogs meant it was now 
restricted to 25 remote, inac- 
cessible islands around the 
coast. 


Prince Charles donates lithograph 
to aid N. Ireland hospital 

DUBLIN, Ireland (AP) — Prince Charles has donated 
one of his own artworks to benefit the hospital that treat- 
ed most of the victims of Northern Ireland s worsr-ever 
terrorist attack. A signed and dated lithograph of one of 
the heir to the British throne’s watercolours of Windsor 
Castle will be auctioned Wednesday in support of 
County Tyrone Hospital in Omagh, where an Aug. 15 car 
bomb planted by IRA dissidents killed 29 people and 
wounded 370. ‘This is the fust time a piece of art by 
Prince Charles has been auctioned anywhere in the 
world, so we have not placed a reserve price on it,” said 
John de Vere White, Dublin's premier auctioneer of fine 
art. He said Christie's London office bad previously val- 
ued the lithograph at between £2,000 and £3,000 ($3,400 
to $5,100), though he said its rarity combined witbthe 
special occasion was likely to attract a higher price. 
Charles visited the hospital and the bomb-ravaged town 
of Omagh three days after the attack. At the time, he 
noted that be understood what its residents were going 
through, since his own great-uncle, Lord Mountbatten, 
was assassinated by Irish Republican Army bombers in 
1979. Charles’ artwork will be sold alongside some 200 
other donated works. Organisers expect the auction to 
raise at least £50,000 ($85,000) for the hospital, which is 
facing likely cutbacks by the British government. 

‘Clinton will cut deal’ 

MADISON, Wis. (UPI) — Watergate scholar Stanley 
Kutler predicts President Clinton will cut a deal with 
congressional Republicans that will save his presidency. 
The University of Wisconsin historian told a weekend 
forum that the current White House scandal pales in 
comparison to the crimes committed in Watergate. 
Kutler says Clinton's affair with a White House intern is 
not about abuse of power, as was Watergate, and is not a 
“cancer on the presidency” — the description of the 
Watergate coverup coined by White House counsel John 
Dean. Kutler predicted Clinton and congressional 
Republicans will work out some kind of deal that will 
avert impeachment He said Clinton’s ultimate punish- 
ment will be a tainted legacy. 

Military administrator 
offers to do up Soyinka’s home 

LAGOS (AFP) — The military administrator of 
Nigeria's Ogun State has offered to do up the home of 
exiled Nobel laureate Wole Soyinka ahead of his antici- 
pated return home, press reports said Monday. Navy 
Captain Kayode Olofinmoyin told Nigerian reporters 
that he would like to meet members of Soyinka’s family 
to see about renovating the home of the exiled author. 
Soyinka, who woo the Nobel prize for literature in 1986, 
fled the country in 1994 to escape the regime of the late 
dictator General Sani Abacha but said recently he is 
planning to return soon. Members of his family were not 
available Monday to comment on Olofinmoyin’s offer.;. 

Australia io give aid to China’s f ( . s 
flood victims 

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) . — Australia will provide 
Australian dollars 1 million ($620,000) in assistance to 
China’s flood victims. Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer said Monday. China is still cleaning up from the 
worst floods in almost 50 years, which claimed more 
than 3,000 lives and left tens of millions of people home- 
less. Downer said the money would be channelled to the 
flood victims through the United Nations’ World Food 
Programme emergency relief operation. Australia’s con- 
tribution is part of $88 million (Australian dollars 143 
million) fund being set up by the programme to address 
the immediate and essential needs of the most vulnerable 
flood-ravaged communities. “The World Food 
Programme has assessed 21 counties in China as being 
the most seriously affected, based on indicators such as 
the number of households evacuated, overall da m a ge to 
dwellings, damage to farmland, livestock losses and per 
capita income,” Downer said. “According to the pro- 
gramme's assessment, 56 million people in these 21 
counties will be unable to return to their land until mid- 
to-late October and will then be without food or a source 
of livelihood until the next harvest in August. 1999.” 
This year's floods in the Yangtze River basin in central 
China, the northeast province of Heilongji ang and Inner 
Mongolia, were the worst in five decades. Australia ear- 
lier provided Australia dollars 165,000 ($102,000) dur- 
ing the July and August floods to assist Red Cross relief 
efforts. 

American mountaineer 
dies on the Himalayas 

KATMANDU. Nepal (AP) — An American alpinist died 
on the slopes of Ml Baruntse, the Nepalese tourism min- 
istry said Monday. Raoul Willie, a 45-year-old business- 
man from Aspen, Colorado, died Sunday after suffering 
from acute high altitude pulmonary and cerebral oedema 
near the base camp at 4,300 metres, officials said. Willie 
was part of a 12-member group led by Richard Jackson, 
48, of Basalt, Colorado, attempting to climb the 7,129 
metres high Ml Baruntse. Last week, a Greek moun- 
taineer was reported missing on Ml Dhaulagiri, and has 
not been seen or heard from since then. The autumn 
mountaineering season on the Himalayas began Sept. 1. 

Norway to standardise 
its Christmas trees 

OSLO (R) Christmas trees are getting standardised in 
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ROME ( AP) — Three days 
after the col [apse of 
premier Romano Prodi's 
cfOfW-Jcft government, 
Italy’s president began call- 
ing' in political leaders 
Monday to try to reach a 
consensus on a new govern- 
ment. 

Following the talks, 
which are expected to last 
several days. President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro could 
ask Prodi to Qy again with a 
new majority. He could also 
name a new premier, or 
appoint a government of 
technocrats. 

If Scalfaro feels no candi- 
date is capable of mustering 
a majority, he could call 
early elections. Because the 
president cannot dissolve 
Parliament during the IasL 
six months of his term, 
elections would have to be 
scheduled by December. 

Scalfaro has named Prodi 
as caretaker premier for the 
interim. 

Prodi's far-left ally. 
Communist Refoundation, 
provoked the crisis when it 
withdrew support for the 
government over the 1999 
deficit-cutting budget, 
which it said did not do 
enough to stimulate job cre- 
ation. Despite help from a 


breakaway faction of the 
Communists, who Sunday 
formed a new panv. Prod'i 
lost Friday’s vote of confl- 
uence by a single vote. 

Prodi has said he won’t 
Uike the job back unless his 
new government could 
stick to the policies of its 
old one. an unlikely sce- 
nario given the divided 
Parliament. 

An alternative to Prodi 
could be Massimo 
D’Alema, leader of the 
Democrats of the Left, the 
largest panv in Prodi's 
coalition. 

In the caw of a so-called 
“technical" government, 
the names of Treasury 
Minister Carlo Azeglio 
Ciumpi and Foreign 
Minister Lambcno Dini 
have been circulated. A 
government of technicians 
would get Italy through the 
volatile period of approving 
the 1 999 budget and the 
launch of the common 
European currency, the 
euro, in January 1 999. 

Prodi presided over cost 
cuts that go: Italy info the 
debut of the European 
Monetary Union, outlasting ' 
all but one other post- World 
War U Italian government 
in the process. 
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Islamic law to be 
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ISLAMABAD fR> — 
Pakistan’s opposition is 
pinning its hopes on the 
upper house senate to stop 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif gettin^Tfcforitentiousi J 
Islamic law passed, 
i am quite convinced 
that the government will 
not be able to muster the 
required two-thirds majori- 
ty to get the bill passed," 
opposition Senator Iqbal 
Haider, who belongs to ex- 
Prixne Minister Benazir 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s 
Party, told Reuters. 

Pakistan's National 
Assembly or lower house 
passed a softened yet sriU 
controversial constitutional 
amendment bill Friday 
amid protests that it will 
give "autocratic powers" to 
Sharif. 

Bui Sharif denied again 
Sunday his purpose for the 
law was to enhance his 
own authority and said it 
was aimed at establishing 
an egalitarian Islamic wel- 
fare stale. 

‘The amended constitu- 
tional bill is not a matter of 
my personal ego," he said 
in a national address 
Sunday. 

"Through it, I am not 
pursuing any sort of a per- 
sonal agenda. 1 do not 
entertain attaining increase 
of my power s through this 
bill." 

Government officials 
said the National Assembly 
had not sent the bill to the 
senate by Monday, where 
Sharifs party- and allies 
account for almost half of 
the total strength of the 87- 
seat house. 

Haider said the opposi- 
tion had decided to resist 
the bill in the senate 
because once passed, it 
would open the floodgates 
to “chaos and confusion" 
in the country. 

"It (the bill) confers a 
duty on the government to 
declare the do’s and the 
don’ts, what is permissible 
and what is not permissi- 
ble." Haider said. 

He said this allowed so 
much room for interpreta- 
tion by the government that 
it could easily be abused. 

“Under the garb of this 
authority assumed by the 
federal government, they 
(government) can take in 
the name of Sharia (Islamic 
law) any Jaw or action even 
if it violates fundamental 
rights,” Haider said. 

Human rights groups 
have opposed the law say- 
ing it would promote 


Islamic fundamentalism 
and curb women’s rights. 

Non-Muslim minorities 
see it as a danger to their 
religious- freedoms. 

“ The government defends 
these clauses of the bill by 
saying that the purpose is 
to take effective measures 
against rising crime and 
lawlessness in the country. 

"When I talk of the 
enforcement of Sharia, 1 
conceive that society be 
purged of crime and tyran- 
ny be eliminated from it," 
Sharif said. 

“A society in which 
everyone enjoys respect 
and everyone is given 
respect. Nobody may have 
the fear of hunger and 
nobody is subjected to 
excesses. A society in 
which all are equal in the 
eyes of law and nobody 
dare make laws subservient 
to himself." 

Critics, whose include a 
joint action group of 51 
parties and human righrs 
activists, say the law will 
further divide a polarised 
society, unleash religious 
intolerance and fan sectari- 
anism. 

Sharif said: “Islam docs 
not mean sectarianism, 
stubbornness or conflict. 
Islam does not mean lash- 
ing the people with whips. 
Islam is noi the name of 
unnecessary interference in 
the personal lives of the 
people." 

Pakistan, which earned 
out a series of nuclear tests 
in May in response to sim- 
ilar tests by arch-rival 
India, is a Western-style 
parliamentary democracy. 

The critics of the bill say 
that could change if Shan’t 
decides to become more 
authoritarian and use mod- 
els of governance accord- 
ing to some strict interpre- 
tation of Islam. 

"Obey the ruler, it is a 
duty of every citizen!" 
Haider exclaimed, saying 
some orthodox Muslim 
thinkers oppose dissent and 
regard it a duty of every 
citizen to follow the gov- 
ernment without opposing 
it 

But Sharif, who won a 
landslide victory in 
February 1997 polls, said: 
“I cannot simply think of 
using the sacred name of 
religion of Islam for the 
promotion of any personal 
ambition. 

“To me, Islam is not a 
means of doing politics, 
nor is it a name of any 
political tactic." 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin is assisted by one of his aides, Vladimir Shevchenko, 
as he takes his seat before a signing ceremony. Yeltsin signed a series of cooperation 
agreements with Uzbekistan Monday but his visit was overshadowed by doubts about 
his health after the Kremlin said he had caught a cold and his trip to Central .Asia was 
cut short ( Reuters photo) 


N. Korea to make peace 
talks fruitful, demands 
U.S. troop withdrawal 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Monday said it 
would exert all efforts to 
ensure forthcoming 
peace talks arc “fruit- 
ful," but reiterated an 
earlier demand for (he 
withdrawal of U.S. 
troops from South 
Korea. 

North Korea’s foreign 
ministry spokesman also 
told its official Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNAj that a peace 
agreement between 
Washington and 

Pyongyang was vital for 
peace on the Korean 
Peninsula. 

North Korea said 
“issues of withdrawing 
the U.S. troops from 
South Korea and signing 
a peace agreement 
between the DPRK 
(North Korea) and the 
United Slates which it 
has consistently called 
for and which arc the 


very key to Korea’s 
reunification, . must be 
discussed as the main 
agenda item at the four- 
way talks.” 

The Stalinist state said 
it “will make every pos- 
sible effort to turn the 
four-way talks into fruit- 
ful ones helpful towards 
ensuring the peace and 
security of the Korean 
Peninsula and expect 
that all the parties to the 
talks will respond to its 
call with sincerity." 

North and South 
Korea, the United States 
and China are to hold the 
third round of peace 
talks in Geneva starting 
Oct. 21 aimed at replac- 
ing the current armistice 
that technically ended 
the 1950-53 Korean war 
with no permanent 
peace treaty. 

The last round broke 
down after North Korea 
demanded the U.S. troop 


withdrawal and a peace 
agreement between 
Pyongyang and 

Washington be included 
in the agenda for the 
four-way peace talks. 

North Korea said “the 
key to eliminating the 
root cause of the acute 
political and military 
confrontation on the 
Korean Peninsula is to 
put an end to the military 
interference of the 
United States." 

"What is needed for 
this is to conclude a 
peace agreement 

between the DPRK and 
the United States, signa- 
tories to the armistice 
agreement, and drive the 
U.S. force* out of South 
Korea," the spokesman 
said. 

He said the "U.S. side 
has to take full responsi- 
bility for the deadlocked 
talks” for refusing to 
debate the two issues. 
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Yeltsin increasingly 
lame-duck president 


MOSCOW (AFP) — BorL 
Yeltsin looked an increas- 
ingly lame-duck president 
Monday, forced by illnc** 
to cut short a Central Asian 
trip while an acute econom- 
ic crisis at home has left 
him sidelined as Kremlin 
pretenders jockey to replace 
him. 

On -arrival in the former 
Kazakh capital Almats, a 
spokesman for host 
President Nursultan 

Nazarbayev *aid the 
Russian leader would return 
to Moscow later Monday, a 
day earlier than planned. 

President Islam Karimov 
was forced to prop up his 
visibly ailing guest during 
an official welcoming cere- 
mony in the Uzbek capital 
Tashkent Sunday, prompt- 
ing renewed concern o\er 
the Russian leader s fragile 
health. 

Chief Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Yakushkin had 
brushed off the incident, 
saying Yeltsin’s "chill” was 
"nothing extraordinary.” A 
Kremlin doctor later said 
the president had bronchi- 
tis. 

The downplaying echoed 
the "voice loss" Yeltsin was 
supposed to have suffered 
between the two rounds of 
the 1996 presidential elec- 
tion campaign, which later 
turned out to have been a 
heart attack. 

That brush with the grim 
reaper led Yeltsin to under- 
go a quintuple heart bypass 
that November. 

Plagued by a string of 
health problems since, his 
current condition comes as 
the country is battling to 
recover from an acute eco- 


nomic and financial crisis. 

“Yeltsin is weak physical- 
ly. politically and intellectu- 
ally. he is out of touch." said 
Andrei Piomkovsky, direc- 
tor of Moscow’s Centre tor 
Strategic Studies. 

The head of stale’s latest 
health scare will be grist to 
the mill uf his opponents, 
including Communist Puny 
boss Gennady Zyuganov 
and presidential hopeful 
Alexander Lebed, who con- 
tinually demand his depar- 
ture. 

A Yeltsin resignation 
ahead of scheduled presi- 
dential elections in 2000 
was also a central demand 
of nationwide protests last 
week which brought hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
Russians unto the streets. 

The president has also 
appeared powerless to tack- 
le an unprecedented finan- 
cial and economic storm 
which erupted over the 
summer and pushed 
Russia’s buttered economy 
to its knees. 

His waning authority sul- 
fered a further Wow when 
he bucked down in a power 
struggle with the opposition 
dominated parliament, 
eventually accepting 

Yevgeny Primakov as a 
replacement to the sacked 
reformer Sergei Kiris enko. 

"See for yourself’ how 
the president runs the state’s 
affairs, said a savagely iron- 
ic Yevgeny Kiselyov during 
Sunday's prime time politi- 
cal analysis programme 
liosv on the commercial 
NTV channel. 

The presenter even com- 
pared Yeltsin with Russia's 
ill-fated Tsar Nicolas II. 


who was toppled by a revo- 
lution in 1917. 

“The president leaves for 
his dacha In the middle of 
the week, has scrapped his 
weekly radio broadcasts, 
lew the prime minister 
address the nation on the 
eve of the day of national 
protest.” without saying a 
word. Kiselyov added. 

Yeltsin's popularity has 
shrunk to microscopic pro- 
portions. with only two per- 
cent expressing confidence 
in his leadership, and a bare 
one per cent saying they 
would vote for him in pres- 
idential elections, according 
10 an opinion poJJ fur NTV. 

The combination of polit- 
ical void and economic cri- 
sis has led to mounting calls 
for early presidential elec- 
tions. something Yeltsin 
went out of his way to rule 
out last Thursday in the 
wake of the national protest. 

"The political establish- 
ment realises that Yeltsin 
will leave office before 
2 l>X). and the election cam- 
paign has started." com- 
mented Piomkovsky. 

The battle lines are 
already being drawn. 
Moscow's populist mayor 
Yury Luzhkov, who said 
late last moiuh that he was 
considering a tilt at the 
Kremlin, has sought to 
build a centre-left coalition 
with trade union support. 

Ex-premier Viktor 

Chernomyrdin has mean- 
while called for a centre- 
right bloc to contest the 
polls, in competition with 
the other contenders 
Alexander Lebed. 

Zyuganov and liberal econ- 
omist Grigory Yavlinsky. 


Alleged sex offender seen with 
murder victim on her last day 


CHICAGO (AP) — A 
man charged with 
assaulting three young 
girls was spotted walk- 
ing with an 11 -year-old 
on the day her killing led 
to the arrests of two 
small boys, an attorney 
said. 

The witness, a 15-year- 
old girl from Ryan’s 
neighbourhood, picked 
out Floyd Durr's photo 
from a police lineup 
Friday, according to 
attorney R. Eugene 
Pincham. 

Pincham represents one 
of the two boys, ages 7 
and 8, originally charged 
with killing Ryan, whose 
body was found July 2S 
in a weedy, vacant lot in 
the Englewood neigh- 
bourhood, on Chicago’s 
South Side. 

Durr, 29, is accused of 
raping a 14-year-old at 
gunpoint in a stairwell 


Jan. 8, raping a 10-year- 
old girl on her wav’ to a 
siore Jan. 14 and sexual- 
ly assaulting an 11 -year- 
old girl in an abandoned 
building May 20. AH of 
the attacks’ were in 
Englewood. 

Pincham said he 
learned of Durr’s identi- 
fication from family 
members of the teenage 
witness. Chicago police 
spokesman Pat Camden 
declined to comment. 

Durr, who has not been 
charged in Ryan’s death, 
was denied bond in the 
three assault cases and is 
being held at the Cook 
County Jail. 

The Chicago Tribune, 
quoting unnamed police 
sources, reported Sunday 
that DN.A testing of 
material on Ryan's 
underwear links Durr to 
the killing. According to 
the sources. Durr admit- 


ted he performed a sex 
act over the girl's body- 
after she bad been killed 
but denies killing her. 

Ryan’s killing drew 
international attention 
when the two young 
boys were charged. The 
charges were dismissed 
Sept. 4 after semen was 
found in the girl’s under- 
wear and medical expens 
said it was highly unlike- 
ly that boys so young 
could produce semen. 

Assistant public 

defender Catherine 
Ferguson, who repre- 
sents the 7-year-old. 
noted that despite the 
DNA evidence and the 
dropping of charges, 
police have refused" to 
say that the two boys had 
nothing to do with the 
killing. 

“Maybe now the police 
will admit they made a 
mistake." Ferauson said. 


FBI reports on Marxism — the Groucho kind 


NEW YORK (AP) ■— He did 
more than smoke cigars and 
leer at women. He defended 
free speech and U.S. -Soviet 
friendship. He had opinions on 
everything from the New Deal 
to the United Nations. 

So when Groucho Marx wig- 
gled those eyebrows and 
cracked wise about the 
Establishment. a few 
Establishment eyebrows went 
up os well. 

Documents recently made 
public show the FBI kept 
detailed files on the comedian, 
ranging from his supportive 
quote ' about the Scotisboru 
Boys in the I9?0s to jokes 
made on television in the ‘50s 
and “60s. 

With the unintentional 
humour of a Marx brothers vil- 
lain, tlie bureau is still with- 
holding several pages "in the 
interest of national defence or 
foreign policy." A fine way to 
treat ihe beloved leader of 
Fnxlonia — ihc country 
Groucho led in the film "Duck 
Soup.” 

' f in 1953, the FBI was told by 
one of Iheir confidential infor- 
mants that Groucho was a 
member of die Communist 
Party and they decided to do a 
full review," said Jon Wiener, a 
professor uf history’ at the 
University of California, Irvine, 


who acquired the files through 
the Freedom of Information 
Acl 

“Getting the files on Marx 
was a kind of shot in ihe dark. J 
liud been a plaintiff in a lawsuit 
to the John Lennon FBI files” 
Wiener said. “We recently set- 
tled most of the Issues in that 
case so I thought. After Lennon, 
why not Marx?” 

The son of Jewish immi- 
grants. Marx grew up in tum- 
ol-the-eenuuy Manhattan, in a 
world where socialism was 
about as subversive as the 
Sabbath. He would become a 
dependable member of 
Hollywood’s liberal communi- 
ty, supporting Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal pro- 
gramme and other causes. 

But what was standard left- 
wing thinking in the 1930s and 
‘40s became suspicious dunk- 
ing in the cold war era. In 1 953, 
the House Un-American 
Activities Committee pressured 
Giouchu through Jerry 
Fielding, bandleader for the 
comedian’s TV game show 
"You Bet Your Ulc." 

Fielding, who hud been 
lugged as a Communist sympa- 
thiser in Waller Winchell’s syn- 
dicated column, would later say 
the committee warned him to 
name Groucho us u fellow trav- 
eller. 


Fielding refused and the 
show’s sponsor. DeSoio- 
Plymouth Dealers of America, 
persuaded Groucho to fire him. 

“Thai I bowed to sponsors' 
demands is one of the greatest 
regrets of ray life.” Marx wrote 
years later. 

According to the FBI files, 
Graucho’s alleged offences 
date back to a 1934 article in the 
Communist Party newspaper 
the Daily Worker. The article 
claims he called Communist 
support lor tiie Scottsboro Boys 
— nine black youths who were 
unfairly convicted by an 
Alabama court in the rape of 
two white girls — an inspira- 
tion for “Soviet America.” 

He was also quoted as 
defending Tom Mooney; a 
labour leader then imprisoned, 
and later pardoned, for the 
bombing deaths of 10 people. 

In ihe ‘40s, Groucho attended 
a benefit concert for Soviet war 
relief, helped sponsor a 
fundraiser for the liberal maga- 
zine The Nation and opposed 
United Nations recognition for 
the fascist government of 
Spain. He was also a member 
of the Committee for the First 
Amendment, an ami-HUAC 
organisation that included 
Frank Sinatra. Humphrey 
Bogart and Lauren BacalL 
“You Bel Your Life” was a 


popular programme, but the 
Groucho files are filled with let- 
ters from unhappy viewers in 
the *50s and “60s. One letter 
complained that when a guoi 
told Groucho he was a former 
pugilist and bootlegger, the 
comedian responded: "You 
mean you were a bootlegger for 
the FBir Another writer 
observed that 'Groucho 
Marks” had referred to the 
United States as “the United 
Snakes" and was friendly with 
another alleged Communis! 
sympathiser. Charlie Chaplin. 

There’s no indication that 
Groucho' s career was affected, 
but the FBI did take him seri- 
ously. One internal memo — 
noting Groucho’s real name 
was Julius R Marx — was ini- 
tialed by six officials, and J. 
Edgar Hoover personally 
responded to at least one lener- 
writer, enclosing the pamphlet 
“What You Can Do to fight 
Communism and Preserve 
America.’' 

Entries to Groucho’s file 
ended in the early 1960s. He 
died in 1977. 

“They concluded from their 
study he was not a member of 
the Communist Party',” Wiener 
said. “The party was a very 
rigid organisation: it’s hard to 
imagine a wisecracking spirit 
like Groucho’s in 
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Make or break summit 


MUCH HOPE is being pinned on U.S. 
President Bill Clinton's upcoming peace 
talks with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat in Washington, but the 
chances of a real breakthrough remain dis- 
tant. As it is, we are off to a bad start with 
Ariel Sharon as the new Israeli foreign min- 
ister remains adamant that he will never 
shake hands with Arafat. 

But more serious is the wide gap that sep- 
arates the two sides on many issues. 
According to one Israeli source, ‘‘nothing is 
ready," meaning that disagreement between 
the two sides still persists on several fronts. 
Arafat offered the same assessment when he 
said on the eve of his final meeting with his 
cabinet in preparation for the summit that 
“until now, nothing has been achieved." 
Against this backdrop, it is hard to see how 
President Clinton can still clinch a deal 
from the two leaders. 

The initial euphoria was triggered when 
Netanyahu accepted in principle the U.S. 
proposal to withdraw from another 13 per 
cent of the West Bank. But so many condi- 
tions were attached to this consent that ren- 
dered its endorsement abstract. What 
seems to still divide the two parties is not 
only the extent of the third phase of rede- 
ployment and the abolition of anti-Israeli 
clauses in the PLO Charter but also a string 
of other formidable matters especially secu- 
rity issues. 

In order for the Washington summit to 
succeed, the parties need long-promised 
actions from the Israeli side. If Sharon's 
new role is to stop Netanyahu from going 
ahead with his acceptance of another 13 per 
cent withdrawal, then the summit is 
doomed before it even starts. If Sharon on 
the other hand, is meant to protect the polit- 
ical flank of Netanyahu from Israeli hard- 
liners in his cabinet, then there could be a 
positive surprise in the offing. In any case, 
the world will soon discover where the 
peace process is destined. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaYs Failed Fanek said pegging any currency with 
the U.S. dollar creates confidence in this currency, lim- 
its inflation and stabilises the economy. The Jordanian 
dinar is stable because it has been pegged to the dollar 
since 1995. and the Central Bank has continued to 
change 1.41 dollar for each dinar. According to Fanek, 
the confidence created by this decision has increased 
demand on dinars and the Central Bank's reserve. 
Jordan's economy was able to stabilise the dinar even 
during bad economic growth. Imports and prices of 
1997 dropped to 2.2 per cent, while exports dropped to 
2.9 per cent. These percentages were small and did not 
cause inflation to rise. 


AJ RaVs Tareq Masarwah said that nothing has 
changed afler the U.S. secretary of state visited the 
region, and he predicted that nothing would change 
after the Washington summit. The worst aspect of 
Israeli policies is its confidence that peace can only be 
achieved through Palestinian concessions. It is a “silly” 
policy, said Masarwah, because it does not guarantee 
equal rights to both parties. Israel cannot impose a 
political or an economic situation upon Palestinians 
who have proved that they cannot be turned against 
their national convictions, the writer said, and added 
that peace cannot be achieved by blackmail or brute 
force. 


From Palestine to Kosovo: Life’s tough lessons 


KOSOVO — THAT ugly pit of intolerance and inhuman- 
ity — is the place that Pales tinian, Israeli and American 
leaders should fix their gaze upon this week, while they 
meet near Washington to negotiate Arab- Israeli peace. 
Why Kosovo? Because in every imaginable and relevant 
way — in terms of deliberate intent and haphazard events, 
cruelty and suffering, politics and nationalism, interna- 
tional legality and diplomacy, war-making and peace- 
making, territoriality and humanity, human courage and 
fear, aggression and reconciliation — Kosovo is a shock- 
ing reminder of what happened between Zionist Jews and 
Arab Palestinians in Palestine in 1947-48. The powerful 
moral principles and legal dictates being invoked to 
resolve the Kosovo and Bosnia refugee problems could 
also enrich attempts to resolve the Palestinian-Zionist 
struggle, and its wider Arab-Israeli conflict 

The most important common aspect of the 
PaJestine/Israel, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo con- 
flicts, is the manner in which hundreds of thousands of 
civilians who had lived in these lands for centuries sud- 
denly found themselves as hapless refugees. Exact figures 
about the Balkan refugees are contested — as they were 
in Palestine half a century ago (!) — but seem to number 
about 1.8 million from the Bosnia war, and 3 00, 000- to- 

400.000 in Kosovo this year. Nearly one-fourth of Kosovo 
refugees are in neighbouring countries, while three- 
fourths are refugees in their own land. Slightly less than 

500.000 of the l.S million Bosnian refugees have returned 
to their country, but most have not returned to their own 
homes in areas where they would be a minority. Two 
points to ponder about all this: 

a) The Balkan refugees resulted partly from some delib- 
erate ‘ethnic cleansing' by Serbs, but predominantly as a 
result of the natural, seif-preserving human tendency to 
flee when fighting is taking place nearby — when you can 
hear simultaneously the explosions of approaching 
artillery and the frightened whimpering of your own chil- 
dren and family in your own vulnerable home. Large- 
scale abandonment of towns and villages, often accelerat- 


ed by stories of atrocities and mass killings, is biological, 
not ideological; normal, not abnormal; and unfortunate — 
but reversible. The phenomenon of civilian refugee flight 
happened in Palestine then precisely as it happens in 
Kosovo now. If you're not sure how it happens, you can 
watch it every day on television. Regardless of differences 
between the Serbs and Zionists, the fleeing ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo now and the Arab Palestinians who 
fled their homes in Palestine then both acted according to 
identical human motives. Both must enjoy the same rights 
of repatriation, restitution, or compensation, if their lands 
and people are to enjoy lasting peace, reconciliation and 
coexistence. 

The U.S. secretary of state, Madeleine Albright, 
reminded us of this pivotal principle last month, when she 
visited Sarajevo and spoke about die need to speed up the 
return of Bosnian refugees to their homes: “This is a 
tough challenge, but it must be met... There can be no just 
peace in Bosnia unless Sarajevo is an open city — a cen- 
tre of life and culture, as well as government, for all 
Bosnians.” 

We should applaud Albright’s dual stress on the right of 
the Bosnian refugees to return home, and the importance 
of rehabilitating capital cities as vibrant and tolerant 
multi-ethnic realities. This is forceful, righteous 
American political morality at its best — but is it univer- 
sally valid, or selectively applied only to chosen refugees? 
Why is the same standard of justice not applied in other 
shared capitals (say, for example. Jerusalem in 
Israel/Palestine)? Another tough challenge for Madeleine 
to ponder on those long flights for justice and righteous- 
ness. 

b) The intense global focus on halting Serbian mili- 
tarism and allowing refugees in Bosnia and Kosovo to 
return home is admirably backed up — now and then, 
sometimes a bit late — by collective global action, both 
diplomatic and military. We see this in Kosovo this week. 
It is vety moving, highly appropriate, but still question- 
able as to its ultimate effectiveness — if the legacy of 


and Palestine are anything to judge by. United 
Nations resolutions with the same legal validity as ; the res- 
olution creating the stare of Israel demand that *e 
Palestinian refugees of 1947-48 enjoy the tight of repam- 
ation or compensation. This fundamental human right has 
not been implemented. The world has spoken with right- 
eous f-ling for the Palestine refugees, but acted only 
with a terrifying brand of moral irresoluteness and crass 
ethnic discrimination — a sort of ethnic cleansing of the 

diplomatic soul. . , 

The result: half a century later, the American president 
must personally host a tea party in his house, attempting 
to resolve the Palestine refugee problem. 

The lesson: innocent refugees who flee war zones m 
times of conflict will not quietly disappear or repatriate in 
other lands, but must have their full human rights imple- 
mented. 

Civilian refugees will expand m number over tune and 
their problem will prove more complex to resolve (the 
original Palestine refugees were somewhere around 
750,000; today they are nearly five million, and still 
increasing). Their insistence on achieving their rights will 
sharpen and intensify with time, as will their personal 
identities and their political militancy. (Listen up, Bibi 
and Arik. it’s anecdote time: when I recently, separately, 
took two teen-aged relatives for their first visits to 
Jerusalem, Ramallah and Bethlehem, they both had only 
one request at the end of each visit; they asked for 
Palestinian flags to hang in their rooms. End of anecdote). 

Kosovo is testimony to the fact that some things never 
change, some people never learn. Will this week’s 
Washington meetings for peace-making in 
Palestine/Israel compound history’s refugee tragedies, or 
resolve them in a fair and mutually acceptable manner? 

As we keep one eye on Kosovo and another on 
Washington this week, we should cheer hard for the 
mobilisation of the soldiers of righteousness — for all 
humankind, and not only for selected chosen refugees. 
Madeleine is right: it’s a very tough challenge, indeed. 


The American Judeo-Christian 




Club and the politics of exclusion 


What utter rot! 


To the editor: 


By Mike Hoss 

Arab American Mirror 


WHILE SEEMINGLY innocuous, the 
context in which the term “Judeo- 
Christian” has been used recently in die 
American right-wing intelligentsia is any- 
thing but benign. With die aid of Jerry 
FalwelL Pat Robertson, and other promi- 
nent Christian fundamentalists the term 
has devolved into a political device of 
exclusion to separate “us” from “diem” 
and to promote the distasteful politics of 
cultural superiority disguised as religion. 
Not surprisingly, leaders of this members- 
only club are overwhelmingly right-wing 
white Christians and Jews, and few token 
minorities. Rarely will Arab or South 
African Christians, for example, be admit- 
ted to the American Judeo-Christian club. 
The political and social criteria of this sus- 
pect version of JudeoChristianiry pre- 
cludes the universality of such a term. The 
term's use purposely excludes those whose 
political objectives do not align with the 
American political or religious far right 
An Arab American or African American 
who rejects Israel's violence against 
Palestinian and Lebanese civilians and its 
violations of international laws is automat- 
ically excluded from the Jirieo-Qiristian 
umbrella regardless of faith. How conve- 
nient. 

The definition of this neo-Judeo- 
Christian tag in itself is amorphous. It’s 
□either scientific nor legal Its connotations 
are culturally understood, with a wink. It 
can be defended openly in harmless terms 
when need be. Therein lies the term’s 
attraction to a growing minority who see a 
need to flaunt this divisive label to distance 
themselves from “others'' without incur- 
ring the wrath of a politically correct cul- 
ture. 

This desire for cultural “ranking” is not 
new to the American right If it were not 
the Arabs or Muslims, it would have been 
the Irish Catholics. And if it were not the 


Irish Catholics it would have been the 
Blacks, Natives. Chinese, Mormons, and 
so on. This resistance to inclusion is a time- 
honoured tradition and today what Arabs. 
Muslims, Hindus. Buddhists, and others 
are enduring is a manifestation of the 
American right’s aversion to tolerance. For 
obvious political reasons having to do with 
fee Israeli occupation, Arabs and Muslims 
are bearing tire brunt of this calculated 
exclusion. 

Contrary to conventional wisdom, Islam 
is deeply grounded in orthodox Judeo- 
Christian values and does not clash with its 
core values. Adherents to - Judaism amcT 
Christianity together form the People of 
die Book who are the only two religions 
accorded additional reverence by 
Muslims. Admittedly, as with all religions, 
Islam has also been a victim of comparable 
political abuse. 

Much to the American exclusionists" dis- 
may. all three Abraharaic religions are by- 
products of Semitic cultures, norms, and 
values of (he Middle East not the West 
Moses and Jesus were as blood and blue- 
eyed as much as Mohammed was blond 
and blue-eyed. Only in Hollywood Jesus 
turns Nordic. Mohammed was a descen- 
dant of Abraham just as Moses and Jesus 
were. All write from right to left. Attempts 
to depict Judeo-Christian values as 
Western and separate it from its Eastern 
roots are grossly revisionist 

Those who wave fee revisionist Judeo- 
Christianity card ignore the simple feet feat 
only a minority of American Christians 
and Jews live up to orthodox values and 
dictates of the three religions such as the 
Ten Commandments. What is Judeo- 
Christian about engaging in common prac- 
tices such as premarital sex. usury, gam- 
bling in Las Vegas, and starving children in 
Iraq? This is anything but Judeo-Giristian 
or Islamic. While not necessarily contra- 
dictory. there is nothing Judeo-Christian or 
Islamic about democracy, human rights, 
and separation of church and state. To the 


contrary they were simply tools to protect 
against the abuse of power and religion. 

Going back in time, was slavery and 
genocide Judeo-Christian? Absolutely not. 
Was democracy and liberal thought Judeo- 
Christian? Not from a Spanish Inquisitor's 
perspective. So what does it mean to 
belong to fee right-wing Judeo-Christian 
Club. Is it to justify Israel's transgressions 
in biblical teems? What about Christians 
who refuse to do so, are they anti-Semites 
and unchristian? To the contrary. 

‘ ■ ’Tire 1 Jttdeo component ctf the white 
American Christian club is a politically 
convenient addition. After all. anything 
perceived as purely white American 
Christian would appear too supremacist 
and could incur the wrath of a powerful 
Jewish establishment So they haw invited 
the American Jewish right who welcomed 
this separation from other Semites, the 
Arabs, and are delighted to parrot the 
exclusionist mantra that once led to feeir 
own exclusion and resulting violent anti- 
Semitism. What strange bedfellows. 

It is easy to unwittingly engage the 
exclusionists in a debate on their own 
terms. Exclusionists must be denied the 
opportunity to be treated as spokespersons 
of Judaism or Christianity. The debate 
should not be one of religious differences. 
It should be positioned as a debate between 
an intolerant camp and another which is 
accepting, enlightened, and truly represen- 
tative of divine values. 

Exorcised of any self-serving political 
agenda, Judeo-Christian values include 
universal values few can atgue with. But as 
always, heavenly dictates fell prey to 
man's imperfections. As long as the 
American mainstream remains a bastion 
of liberal values, the forces of division will 
be checked regardless of the misleading 
tanners they often hoist. 


I READ wife astonishment Ml Fabed Fanekr's article entitled ‘The cost 
airibenefitofastnxigdmaE'’ The writer’s stated intention, as fcetitfeckar- 
ly shows, was to show fee pros and cons of a monetary policy that aims to 
maniiatn fee convertibility of fee Jordanian currency at the current fixed 
exchange rate vis-a-vis the U.S. ddta: But it quickly becamedear that Ms 
real purpose was to show his strong preference for maintaining the present 
policy which lead him to ignore die costs ctf the policy and concentrate on 
the so called benefits while hinting that those who are beginning toques - 1 
tion its wisdom have self serving motives. 

The single fact is that a strong dinar can only be adneved by maintain- 
ing an outrageously high rate of interest on the dinar, as indeed has been 
prevailing, in fee last few years, which can only have devastating conse- 
quences far the economy. Some sectors may initially suffer more than oth- 
ers, wHe others may even reap seme short-term benefit But in the end 
very high interest rates win only choke the whole economy, including the 
natkmal currency, whose value is ultimately determined by the strength of 
fee economy rasher fern short-term monetary measures. Tins monetary 
policy must be recognised as a leading caisc of the deepening economic 
depression feat continues to take safe a high human toll as even fee most 
conservative figures dearly show. I don’t know bow Ml Fanek dares to 
invite the Jcslanian people to congratulate themselves far fee success ofa 
policy feat was, at least partially, responsible for feeir present predkamea. 

The monetary sector {days a supporting rede in the economy. Monday 
tods, such as interest rates, and currency exchange rates, are manipulated 
by government to help feem achieve feeir economic and serial objectives. 
These tools sboold never be confused with fee ends they are designed to 
help attain , surpass than in inpaflance, or take fedr place and become 
ends to be achieved independently. It is this kind of confusion feat leads Me 
Fanek to write ‘TheJondanianeccaxjmy w^able toiiHiraain theexckaig? 
rae of fee JD vis-a-vis the dollar even when its growth rale was a histori- 
cal taw of less than one per cert.” This is seen as an achievement gnee the 
main objective is the exchange rate while fee growth rate of fee whole 
economy — a record low — is secondary. Also any casual rebrtiansbip 
between fee strong dinar and fee dismal performance of fee economy was 
not emphasised, not because it is not there, but because it is doc very rele- 
vant since the dependent variable (economic growth) was not the priority. 

Economise do nottefl society what its priorities should be. Tbeir quali- 
fications merely enables feem to help society attain the g oals it sets for 
itself. The pnssatf Jordanian government responded to fee wishes of fee 


programme. An economist of Ml Fanek's calibre would serve bis society 
bettor by helping the government attain the priorities it has already com- 
mitted itself to achieve, rather than advke it to brush them aside and con- 
centrate instead on (be strength of the Jordanian dinar 


The writer is a columnist for the Arab 
American Mirror which is devoted to Arab 
American affairs and the Middle East. 


Radwan R. Abdallah, 
Amman. 


Another empty bluff in Kosovo? 


By G Wynne Dyer 


“THEY STRIPPED oik woman and cutoff her 
ears. nose, and fingers.” said a farmer who 
watched from hiding as the Serbian police mas- 
sacred eighteen members of the Detija family, 
ranging from 18 months to 95 years old, outside 
the village of Gomje Obrinje last week. ‘They 
cut into her genitals with a knife. She was still 
moving. After a while they shot hen” 

There have been massacres like this every 
week in Kosovo since last spring, as- ‘Yugoslav’ 
forces (t.e. Serbs) systematically destroyed hun- 
dreds of villages in order to crush the separatist 
movement in the 90 per cent Albanian province. 
(All that remains of ‘Yugoslavia’ is the Serb- 
populated areas and Kosovo.) The only differ- 
ence this time is that foreign reporters saw the 
physical evidence only horns afterwards. But it 
could make a big difference, 

A higher-tech but equally televisual massacre 
in August 1995, when Bosnian Serbs rained 
120mm mortar shells into the market square of 
Sarajevo, killing 37 people for no reason except 
spite, was the last straw for Western public opin- 
ion in Bosnia. “The brutal stupidity of the 
Bosnian Serbs.” wrote American negotiator 
Richard Holbrooke, “had given us an unexpect- 
ed last chance to do what should have been done 
three years earlier.” 

So NATO air strikes were unleashed against 
the Bosnian Serb forces besieging Sarajevo, and 
their sponsor in Belgrade, Yugoslav dictator 
Slobodan Milosevic, lost his nerve. The Dayton 
peace agreement that followed was far from per- 


fect but because of it tens of thousands of peo- 
ple are alive who would otherwise be dead. 

Now horrific pictures again show the world 
what the Serbs are doing, this time in Kosovo, 
and hope is rising that NATO will make fee 
killing stop. Last week U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen warned of NATO intervention 
“within two weeks.” But does NATO mean it, or 
is it just playing tough until public outrage 
recedes? 

The history is not promising. Last spring, 
when the Serbian offensive in Kosovo began, 
NATO sources in Brussels promised that there 
would be “no failure to engage early and 
assertively” this time. In June, British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook declared that “this is 
(Milosevic's) last warning.” But nothing hap- 
pened. 

Nothing is what may happen a gain. As British 
Prime Munster Tony Blair said last week: “What 
President Milosevic thinks is that he can cany 
on„. engaging in these atrocities, and then with- 
drawing, each time taking (us) to the brink and 
then drawing back, so that it saps the will of the 
international community." 

Well it worked in Bosnia for four years, it has 
already worked in Kosovo for six months — and 
here it comes again. On September 28, even 
before fee massacre at Gomje Obrinje, Serbian 
Prime Minister Marko Maqanovic declared that 
“peace reigns in Kosovo today.” In a few more 
days the Serbian tanks and artillery did fall 
silent, leaving four-fifths of Kosovo’s villages 
still standing and only 300,000 of its two mil- 
lion people without shelter 


The rest of fee de-housing programme, fee 
Serbs reckon, can be put off for a few months 
until fee present spasm of outrage blows oven 
What are the odds that the Serbian calcula tion is 
correct? 

Belgrade can no longer rely on Douglas Hurd, 
the former British foreign secretary who sabo- 
taged every plan for NATO action in Bosnia for 
years. Hurd has retired to his lucrative reward as 
a merchant banker advising on privatisation in 
Serbia — he has personal access to Milosevic 
himself of course — and the British govern- 
ment now leads fee pack in urging action on 
Kosovo. 

In their favour; however; the Serbs have a 
paralysed White House, a new ooalition govern- 
ment in Germany whose foreign minister may 
be a pacifist Green, and a raging global eco- 
nomic crisis that is using up most of the available 

political attention. So NATO may well chicken 
out again — and even if it does launch air aritaag 
against Serbian forces in Kosovo, tte story is for 
from over. 

Milosevic would pretend to cave in, but air 
strikes alone would just let him play to the 
Serbian martyr complex without shaking his 
grip on Kosovo. Only NATO ground troops can 
redly end the war in Kosovo — but as in Bosnia, 
all fee NATO governments are terrified of the 
casualties feat using ground troops might 
involve. 

Unaccompanied dr strikes might lead to 
‘peace talks' between Belgrade and some group 
of Kosovo Albanians, but they would not shake 
Milosevic’s grip cm Kosovo. Hundreds of aid 


offic i als would arrive to feed and shelter the hun- 
dreds ctf thousands of people that Milosevic has 
made homeless, but that would just mean feat 
fee West was picking up Belgrade’s bills — an d 
it would provide hundreds of hnstq gftg. for the 


o iuug-Kuu prospects ror rowing 
onto Kosovo, after all the massacres, are as slim 
as Russia's were in Checfaenya, but an ineffec- 
tive NATO intervention would just prolong fee 
misery. Since fee overwhe lmin g majority of 
Kosovo Albanians will now accept nothing short 
of independence, the war would grill drag on to - 
its inevitable conclusion years latex — by which 
time tens of thousands of lives and most of tbs 
tranes in fee province wJd have been desfrowt 
like Chechenya. Like Bosnia. 

Or NATO could do things right this tin y-, and 
followup air strikes with enough troops to evict 
fee Serbian forces and establish a Western pro- 
tectorate over Kosovo until its future can be 
d^EpMcally determined — probably inde- 
pendpnee, wife constitutional protection for the 
tiny Serb minority — wfeen tilings settle down in 
some years’ time. 

^It would b e an entirely feasible strategy, since 
toe Serbian forces would almost certainly cram* 
r~ JS? 1 ^ ced W ^ 1 “Efikr troops; apart-fiom 
«s ocher effects, a constant diet of looting and 
torture destroys military discipline. Nobody 
"g” except fee Russians and the 
tjred^iwitoofwhomismaposraontoinfer' 
vene, and all Kosovo’s immediate neighbours 
would support it . 

But is it going to happen? Of course not 
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ABible^ publisher sought publicity and, 


By Clare Garner 

CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOPS in the United 
Kingdom are boycotting a new mini Bible 
series because they believe that the introduc- 
tions by famous authors are blasphemous 

The Pocket Canons, have upset Christians 
*ho object to personal interpretation from 
atheists, a Jew and a Buddhist, beine printed 
alongside the text of the Authorised Kino 
James version of the Bible. 

Will Seif's description of Re\ elation as - u 
sick text”. Louis de Bernicrcs’ conclusion that 
God is either “a mad, bloodthirsty, and capri- 
cious despot" or the Devil, and Blake Morri- 
son’s portrait of Jesus as "self-assured, pushv, 
and somewhat dislikeable” have been sine led 
uut as the worst offenders. 

Paul Slennett, who resigned as the sole reli- 
gious distributor of The Pocket Canons when 
he realised their content, has launched a cam- 
paign to have the licence revoked. If the Scot- 
tish Bible Board, the crown body that issued 
[he licence allowing the publisher to use the 
King James version, does not reverse its deci- 
sion. he plans to appeal to the Queen of Ena- 
Ijnd. 

Over the next two weeks, he will be sending 
out letters to about 18,500 ministers from the 
main Protestant denominations, urging them to 


lo, he found controversy 


complain to Jamie Byng. managing director of 
the publisher Canongaie Books, in Edinburgh, 
is Well as mainstream bookshops which arc 
slocking the series. 

Canon gate has treated the Bible as a great 
work at literature, which it is, but to Christians 
h is more than that. It is the inspired word of 
Clod and it needs to be treated with respect.” 
said Mr Slennett. 5 1 . an evangelical Christian. 

Jofin Shearer, secretary of the United Protes- 
tant Council, a federal btnlv representing 20 
Christian organisations in the U.K., fully sup- 
ports Mr. Slennett ’s campaign, “This is the 
worst bit ot blasphemous libel we’ve ever seen 
in this country," he said recently. Mr. Slennett 
added: "Why get someone like Will Self, who 
abominates Revelation, to write the introduc- 
tion to a book of the Bible? Why ask a Bud- 
dhist when there are a million Christians who 
could write about Proverbs?” 

Bui to Mr. Bvng, who rescued his small pub- 
lishing house from bankruptcy four years ago. 
stunts and shock tactics are the name of the 
r a ,' nc - "V* £ Kn ? ra l nude is going big time on 
it,” he said, adding that The Pocket Canons is 
one of Books Eie’s — a major retailer — top 
10 titles for Christmas. 

Of his Christian critics. Mr. Byng — stepson 
of die BBC chairman. Sir Christopher Bland 
— said: "I think it’s so exciting for the Bible lo 


be published in this way and I find it very sad 
(hat they’re taking this fundamentalist 
approach. 

"The bottom line is that the King James ver- 
sion stands there unchanged. Surely they must 


‘This is the 
worst bit of 
blasphemous 
libel we’ve 
ever seen in 
this country’ 


welcome the fact that it’s there for people to 
read. If people are going to find faith via (he 
Bible, I don’t think a Louis de Bemicres intro- 
duction is going to tip the balance." 

Mr. Byng, 29, who describes himself as "a 
spiritual person.” was wholly unapologciic. 
"This idea that they own the Bible, it’s absurd. 
It’s not just a religious text but a major work of 
literature, and I kind of resent people who have 


particular religious baggage saying we should- 
n't have done it. 

“They're ludicrous. Some of the letter com- 
ing in about what's going to happen to us. This 
apocalyptic language — find it quite difficult 
to take seriously." 

To Christians, however, what is offensive is 
the fact that the introductions are printed 
alongside the texts of the 12 books (price £1 
each) selected from the Old and New- Testa- 
ments. 

Mr. Shearer explained: “It's almost deliber- 
ately seeking to devalue what orthodox Chris- 
tians everywhere would regard as the infalli- 
ble. true word of God under which we humble 
ourselves. These authors have made cruel, 
mocking judgements of the most precious 
book in the world." 

Ian Matthews, general secretary of the Chris- 
tian Booksellers Association, w hich represents 
900 Christian bookshops in the U.K.. said the 
major chains had decided not to stock The 
Pocket Canons. 'There’s a sharp distinction 
between w hat is said in these introductions and 
liberal Biblical commentary....** he said. 

"To make an attack on any religious figure- 
head is wrong. You certainly wouldn't expect 
an attack on Mohammad or the Buddha, so I 
don't see why such an attack should be made 
on God and Jesus.” 


Norman Nibloe, chairman of the Christian 
Booksellers Convention and owner of a chain 
of six Christian bookshops in Kent and Sussex, 
said: “The way in which the introductions have 
been done will cause offence to my customers 
so I won’t be stocking them. 

”1 find it totally incongruous that we’ve got 
people commenting on the text of the Bible 
who have no knowledge of the Christian faith. 
It would be like asking someone who knows 
nothing about football to commentate on the 
World Cup or asking someone who is tone 
deaf lo review the Last Night of the Proms.” 
The Rt. Rev. Richard Holloway, the Bishop 
of Edinburgh, was the only Church figure to 
contribute to The Pocket’ Canons. He dis- 
missed the claims of blasphemy, saying: “This 
reaction conies from a particularly narrow reli- 
gious background and doesn’t acknowledge 
that the Bible is a library of books which can 
be read in all sorts of ways.” 

Whatever the immediate resuh of Mr. Slen- 
nett's campaign, he is confident that God will 
avenge the blasphemy by bringing ruin on 
Canongate Books. "If there is no God, there is 
no problem," he said. “But there is a God and 
He will vindicate His name.” 


— The hiJtpttuieni 
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I Dr. Mark Mastin is a marine 
■ zoologist at the Environmen- 
tal Change Research Centre. 
Department of Geography. 
University College. London. 

EL NINO, Hurricane 
Georges, floods — all 
weather events which keep 
coming back into the news 
because of the havoc they 
cause. The pattern of larg- 
er. more frequent, and 
more damaging extreme 
weather events is exactly 
what the scientists studying 
global warming predicted, 
i We do .not know yet 
j whether Hurricane 

'Geoiges, which hit the 
| Caribbean and the Gulf of 
| Mexico last week with 
devastating force, is the 
costliest ever in purely 
monetary terms. Will it 
surpass the previous big 
one. Hurricane Andrew? In 
August 1992 Andrew hit 
the United States and 
caused damage estimated 
at S20 billion. These are, 
however, not isolated freak 
storms. The past 10 years 
j have seen a series of hurri- 
canes successively dubbed 
the worst of the century. 

Further evidence of a 
surge in storm activity is 
provided by the increasing 
height of waves. Wave 
, height has been monitored 
in the North Atlantic since 
the early fifties, from light 
ships. Ocean Weather Sta- 
tions and more recently 
satellites. Between the 
fifties and nineties the 
average wave height has 
risen from 2.5 metres to 3.5 
metres — an increase of 40 
per cent. 

This intensification of the 
climate system is nor iso- 
lated to the North Atlantic. 
Results from Dr. Julie 
Cole's group at the Univer- 
sity of Colorado show that 
the El Nino-southern oscil- 
lation is speeding up. This 
is caused by the flucaiaiing 
balance between warm and 
cold surface waters, affect- 
ing atmospheric pressure 
either side of the Pacific. 
By drilling into the coral 
reefs off southern New 
Guinea, they obtained a 
200- year- long continuous 
record of the sea surface 
temperature, beyond all 
historic records. By com- 
paring the coral tempera- 
ture record of the western 
Pacific with other proxy 
records they found that 
over the past 200 years the 
frequency of El Nino 
events has increased from 
once every five years to 
once every 2.8 years. 

These are sobering 
results considering the 
huge weather disruption 
and disasters it causes. 
Modelling results also sug- 
gest that the current 
' heightened’' state of El 
Nino can permanently shift 
weather patterns: for exam- 
ple, it seems that the 
drought region in the U.S. 


could be shifting eastward. 

Not only have El Nino 
and wave height been 
enhanced throughout this 
century, but they both con- 
tain a sharp rise in the sev- 
enties. This is when the 
surface global temperarure 
records show the first steep 
increase — interpreted as 
the first sign of global 
warming. But does this 
correlation make global 
warming the culprit? The 
answer is yes, ^ince. global- 
warming is constantly 
putting more energy into/ 
the climate system. This 
energy must be dissipated 
both by speeding up the 
whole system and by 
increasing the number and 
intensity of storms. 

We know from the 
records that during periods 
of rapid climate change 
weather patterns become 
erratic and the number of 
storms increase. An exam- 
ple of this is the Little Ice 
Age which lasted from the 
end of the 16th century to 
the beginning of the 1 8th. 
This period is mainly 
remembered as the time 
when ice fairs were held on 
the frozen Thames in Lon- 
don. However, going into 
and coming out of the Lit- 
tle lee Age produced apoc- 
alyptic tempests: in 1703. 
as the climate was finally 
worming, the worst record- 
ed storm in Britain killed 
more than 8,000 people. 

Rapid warming thus 
increases global stormi- 
ness, creating perfect con- 
ditions for hurricanes. 
They and their cousins, 
cyclones and typhoons, 
form in the tropics when 
the sea surface temperature 
is at least 26C down to 60 
metres below the surface. 
All it then takes is a further 
increase of 1C in sea sur- 
face temperature to reduce 
atmospheric pressure 
enough to start the convec- 
tive cell. It is this rapidly 
rising air which sucks in air 
at sea level and produces 
the powerful hurricane vor- 
tex. 

With increasing global 
warming, achieving the 
critical temperatures in the 
oceans will be easier than 
ever before, spawning 
more hurricanes with more 
energy to unleash upon our 
coastlines. The message is 
clear. The Caribbean and 
U.S. will be hit more often, 
by bigeer. meaner hurri- 
canes. The good news is 
that by knowing this, it 
should be possible to 
improve the evacuation 
procedures and save lives, 

— The Guardian 


Environment 





The water project that could be 
poisoning half of Bangladesh 


By Peter Popham 

ONE OF THE United Natiuns 
Children's Fund’s lUNICEFi 
proudest achievements has been 
the mass conversion of 
Bangladesh to Lubewells, pump- 
ing up "safe” 

and “clean” 
ground water in 
preference to the 
dirty, contami- 
nated stuff pre- 
viously.. stepped 
up from the 
local pond. ?>. . 

But that 
achievement is 
turning into a 
nightmare: hun- 
dreds of thou- 
sands of the 
wells are deliv- 
ering water 
laced with 
arsenic. Half the 
nation could be 
affected. Untold 
numbers have 
been stricken 
with hideous 

skin cancers. 

Many will die. 

One expert here fears that 
Bangladesh’s UNICEF-induced 
arsenic crisis may balloon into 
something on the scale of 
Africa’s AIDS calamity. 

When the nation of Bangladesh 
emerged from the flames of war 
in 1972, safe drinking water was 
a priority. Village ponds, which 
traditionally supplied rural needs, 
were contaminated with sewage; 
cholera and fatal diarrhoea were 
rampant. 

UNICEF, hand-in-hand with 
Bangladesh’s Department of Pub- 
lic Health and Engineering, 
launched a campaign to sink a 
massive number of tubewells to 
pump water up from the aquifers. 
Today, three million tubewells 
provide drinking water for 97 per 
cent of the population. 

But in the past four years it has 
emerged that in many districts 
this water contains high levels of 
arsenic. Across a broad swath of 
the country, hundreds of thou- 
sands of villagers are coming 
down with appalling skin prob- 
lems: warts on palms and soles, 
melanomas on chests and hands, 
skin cancer, gangrene. 

They are suffering from bron- 
chitis. complaining of burning 
sensations in their chests. All 
these arc symptoms of arsenic 
poisoning. And though they may 
not know it, and their barefoot 
doctors will not detect it, they 
will also be suffering from the 
intestinal cancers that are another 
symptom of arsenic poisoning, 
and which will eventually kill 
them. Many may already have 
died, undiagnosed. 

As recently as last year, in a 
booklet full of sensual pho- 
tographs of beautiful, serene 
young peasant women pumping 
well water and washing vegeta- 
bles. UNICEF was still blowing 
its trumpet. 

“During the 26 years since 
independence, rhe coverage 
record of the Bangladesh rural 
drinking water programme has 


This UNICEF- 
.. induced 
arsenic crisis 
may 

balloon into 
something on 
the scale of 
Africa’s AIDS 
calamity’ 


been outstanding.” it said. 

“In spite of rapid population 
growth, 2.5 million public 
and private handpump tube- 
wells have been installed, 
bringing safe drinking warer 
to 97 per cent of the popula- 

tion.” 

Now 

UNICEF is 
in the 

midst of a 
traumatic 
and belated 
rethink. 

Since . 

1994, 

when it 
was finally, 
grudgingly 
acknowl- 
edged that 
arsenic in 
ground 
water was 
the cause 
of Bangla- 
desh’s new 
health cri- 
sis. the 
dimensions 

of the 

problem 

have been steadily growing 
clearer. The area worst 
affected is a broad band 
across the middle of the 
country where the earth is 
alluvium deposited by the 
Ganges. 

ScientisLs now agree that 
the arsenic is geological in origin, 
but they were stunned when it 
was first detected because arsenic 
is usually found in hard rocks and 
volcanic deposits. “When the 
tubewells were sunk, we tested 
for the presence of many things 
in the water,” says Rick Johnston, 
an environmental consultant at 
UNICEF, “but not arsenic, 
because we bad no reason to sus- 
pect we would find it.” 

Now it appears thaL arsenic is 
present in the water supplies of 
48,000 of Bangladesh’s 68,000 
villages in 21 out of the nation's 
64 districts. The drinking water 
of 60 million people — half the 
population — may be contami- 
nated. Levels of contamination 
range from 50 parts per billion — 
five times the maximum level 
recommended by the World 
Health Organisation — to 1,000 
parts per billion, 100 times the 
safety limit. 

The problem is daumingly vast. 
But had UNICEF and its partners 
in the international aid communi- 
ty not been so dazzled by their 
own success, they might have 
nipped it in the bud years ago. 

The nature of the problem was 
first spelt out in 1982 by an Indi- 
an specialist in dermatology and 
tropical medicine. Professor K. 
Chandra Saha, who examined 
patients both in Bangladesh and 
across the Indian border in the 
state of West Bengal. ”1 some- 
times examined more than 1,000 
patients in a day," he says. 

•'And there were more and more 
patients with the same symptoms: 
melanosis and keratosis that 
could be mistaken for leprosy, 
but were not leprosy. I couldn’t 
understand it. Then I discovered 



A Bangladeshi at a village tubewel! in Khazanagar, collecting water laced with arsenic. 
Below, a victim of second-stage keratosis from the same village (photos from the independent) 


that similar symptoms had been 
detected as arsenicosis. years 
before, in an area far from Ben- 
gal. in Chandigarh, north- wesr 
India. But when I told people 
this, nobody wanted to believe it. 
They ignored me." 

U was not until 1994 that anoth- 
er Indian. Dr. Dipankar 
Chakraborti. director of the 
School of Environmental Studies 
in Jadavpur University, Calcutta, 
wrote the report that made the 
cause of the problem sure beyond 
possibility' of misunderstanding. 

Now things have begun to heat 
up. Last month a team from the 
British Geological Survey com- 
pleted a six-month srudy for the 
Government’s Department for 
International Development into 
how the arsenic entered the water 
supply; last week the World Bank 
approved a “fast-track project” to 
assist Bangladesh in coming to 
terms with the disaster. 

Yet changing the way that rural 
Bangladeshis get their water will 
be like trying to tum round an oil 
tanker. After more than two 
decades spent dotting the country 
wiih lubewells, the local industry 
that produces, installs and main- 
tains the hand pumps, PVC pipes 
and the other simple equipment 
required has built up a consider- 
able head of steam. ' 

Already this year 18,000 new 
tubewells have been installed. 
And although UNICEF admits 
that ground water, whether poi- 
soned with arsenic or otherwise, 
is being depleted so rapidly that 
within a couple of years half the 
hand pumps will be defunct in the 
dry season, they are so wedded to 
the mbewell “success story” that 
they cannot contemplate aban- 


doning it. 

“They are 
not compla- 
cent, they are 
perhaps 
stunned," says 
Han Heijnen, 
environmental 
health adviser 
at the World 
Health Organi- 
sation in 
Dhaka. 

“Maybe 60 
million people 
have been 
exposed to 
arsenic in the 
water. 

"This causes 
two sons of 
problems. One 
is the visible 
skin problems, 
which may be 
halted if 
arsenic ceases 
to be ingested, 
even if they 
cannot be 
reversed. The 
other is where 
the problem has gone too far, 
resulting in cancer of the intes- 
tine, and which may, in four or 
five or ten years, become an 
overwhelming health problem 
here, like AIDS in Africa. 

“We have to find a way to 
change people's access to water 
quickly. The solution must be 
easily replaceable, and it must be 
promoted wholeheartedly," Mr. 
Heijnen says. 

So while' UNICEF is exploring 
(among other things) the idea of 
sinking much deeper tube wells, 
at much greater expense and 



technical difficulty, Mr. Heijnen, 
like Dr. Chakraborti in Calcutta, 
prefers something simpler teach- 
ing villagers to harvest 
Bangladesh’s abundant rainwater 
— guaranteed arsenic-free — in 
simple, cheap plastic tanks. 

“This is a national emergency, 
because of the problems we could 
face down the line.” says Mr. 
Heijnen. “It’s comparable to the 
AIDS problem in Africa. Poten- 
tially it could be a volcano 
exploding.” 

— The Independent 
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Arab gas producers told to change strategy 


,VBU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf gas producers 
should radically alter their 
‘hurt-term strategies away 
from liquefied natural gas 
iLNG) to other liquefied 
j Petroleum products and 
pipelines, an Italian energy 
executive said Sunday. 

“The obstacles that hinder 
i he launching of new LNG 
[i rejects need not stop gas 
exports altogether,” 

Guglielmo Moscato, chair- 
man of Italian energy group 
FNI Spa. said. 

"Alternative gas export 
? trategies may be pursued 
i o increase the share of Gulf 
countries in global gas 
irade while waiting for bet- 
ter times for LNG.” Mosca- 
to said. 

Arab Gulf producers have 
traditionally seen LNG as 
the main means of export- 
ing their massive gas 
reserves, but low oil rev- 
enues and economic tur- 
noil in their Asian markets 
vas undermining this strat- 
egy. Moscato said. 

They also faced strong 
competition from producers 
■nside the Asian market like 
Australia and Indonesia. 

In the long-term Gulf 
LNG producers may find it 
hard to compete with these 
sources, Moscato told dele- 
gates on the second day of a 
five-day Middle East Gas 
Summit in Abu Dhabi. 

But he said there were 
alternatives to LNG. 

New pipeline technology, 
notably in high pressure 
pipelines and deep sea 
pipelines and the increased 
export distances they 
wrought with them, would 
make pipelines a feasible 
option for the region's 
.‘xporters. 

Liquefied petroleum 
products like energy grade 
methanol would comple- 


ment and not compete with 
LNG exports because it is 
simpler to regasify than 
LNG and would therefore 
be attractive to smaller 
power plants. 

By switching at least 
some of their production 
away from the depressed 
LNG market Arab Gulf 
producers would position 
themselves to take advan- 
tage of the huge expected 
explosion in gas demand, 
Moscato said. 

Global gas demand is 
expected to grow by the 
equivalent of 22 million 
barrels of oil, or 55 per 
cent, by 2010. he said. 

Given the rapid growth of 
proven gas reserves among 
Arab Gulf producers, they 
were well placed to grab a 
share of the expanding mar- 
ket. 

In the Middle East region 
as a whole, proven gas 
reserves in the last decade 
have increased by 58 per 
ceDt compared with 25 per 
cent in the rest of the world, 
he said. 

■ Although both Russia and 
Iran have larger proven gas 
reserves, they both have 
production difficulties that 
could give Arab Gulf pro- 
ducers the edge. 

Russia faces logistical 
difficulties with its ground 
permanently frozen in 
many places, harsh climac- 
tic conditions elsewhere 
and often huge distances 
from its gas fields to its 
markets. 

Iran's contractual system 
“does not encourage for- 
eign investment for the 
long terra. Access to 
reserves is denied and there 
is a lack of transport infra- 
structures,” he said. 

“Qatar, the UAE and 
Saudi Arabia therefore may 
have the opportunity to 


considerably increase their 
role as gas exporters.” 
Moscato said. 

Analysts at the Middle 
East gas summit which 
opened in Abu Dhabi Sun- 
day said Gulf gas producers 
have seen their traditional 
markets eroded by econom- 
ic turmoil in Asia and hopes 
for a recovery in the next 
decade are pinned on India 
and China. 

Asia was until last year 
seen as the major market 
for Gulf LNG producers 
like Qatar and Oman. But 
most Asian clients have 
since been hit by economic 
crises that have stalled or 
even reversed growth. 

Expectations that demand 
for gas from these markets 
would absorb increased 
output from Gulf states 
have not materialised, the 
analysts said. “The industry 
has turned upside down as 
the effect of Asia's econom- 
ic and financial crisis have 
filtered through the energy 
sector.” 

“The list of potential new 
buyers is now effectively 
reduced to two: India and 
China,” said Chris Holmes, 
senior downstream and gas 
consultant with Gaffney. 
Cline and Associates' office 
in Singapore. 

South Korea. Thailand. 
Japan. Taiwan, Singapore 
and the Philippines have all 
experienced slowdowns in 
demand that range from 
slight growth in the case of 
Taiwan to negative demand 
for South Korea. 

Middle East gas produc- 
ers, which account for a 
third of the world's proven 
natural gas reserves, are 
also facing stiff competition 
from Asian producers like 
Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Australia. 

“Demand growth in tradi- 


tional LNG has all but 
stalled and exploitation of 
new markets has been 
painfully slow ... The 
industry faces a somewhat 
uncertain future.” Holmes 
said. 

Amid the gloom. Korea in 
particular is of concern to 
Gulf LNG producers. 

Oman has agreed to sup- 
ply Korea Gas Corp. 
(Kogas) with 4.1 million 
tonnes a year (mty) for 25 
years' from 2000. while 
Qatar's Rasgas has a 4.8 
raty sales commitment to 
Kogas from 1999. But fur- 
ther deals may be a long 
way off. 

Korean LNG imports 
have risen from 1.7 mty in 
1987 to 11.6 mty in 1997 
and some were predicting a 
further growth to 30 mty by 
2010. 

But total LNG imports for 
the first five months of 
1998 have been ar about 80 
per cent of their 1997 level. 

This downturn has wor- 
ried Gulf producers, despite 
bullish statements from the 
Koreans themselves. 

“Decline in the demands 
for natural gas will last only 
a few years and after 2000 
those demands will pick 
up.” said Yonghun John 
Jung, a senior fellow at the 
government's energy eco- 
nomics institute. 

Japan, the world's largest 
buyer of LNG. has experi- 
enced a period of economic 
stagnation. Despite some 
small growth in demand, 
“energy demand in total 


will, at best, stagnate and, 
at worst, contract,” Holmes 
said. 

The only two Asian mar- 
kets remaining with sub- 
stantial growth potential are 
China and India. 

China has still not explic- 
itly said it wants to import 
LNG, although analysts at 
the Abu Dhabi summit said 
there were three projects 
that could potentially 
require large LNG imports. 

Some estimates for 
demand to these LNG pro- 
jects in the provinces of 
Guangdong. Fujian, and a 
third in Jiangshui and 
Zhenjiang have estimated 
demand as high as 2.52 bil- 
lion standard cubic feet per 
day by 2005. 

Only a fraction of this 
could be met through 
domestic production with 
the rest coming either from 
LNG or pipeline. 

India is still seen as the 
brightest star for LNG 
exports to Asia. But even 
with the Indian market, so 
far largely unscathed by the 
Asian crisis, analysts are 
being cautious. 

There are about 20 LNG 
projects planned in India, 
but the final figure may 
only be a fraction of that. 

“It is not as good, as it 
looks on paper. In the end, 
about three of those pro- 
jects are feasible — many 
do Dot have electricity mar- 
kets to go to." said Vishv- 
jeet KanwarpaL a consul- 
tant from Asia Consulting 
Group. 



v"\\- — .v^/rrtr. 


W.W.W. ens.com jo/Galleria 


SEVEN NIGHTS 





The Only Address You 
Need To Know 7 . . . 

. . . Other Than Your Own. 

DA TAM 

J cudicrs 

At.Amre Hotel Shops. Amman 


NGO Liaison 

Save the Children is recruiting for a NGO Liaison to 
coordinate the ongoing relationship between SC 
and one of its key partners. The person in this posi- 
tion will be responsible for a wide range of activities 
including programme coordination, external repre- 
sentation, grants management, financial manage- 
ment and programme reporting. 

Extensive experience, while helpful, is not crucial. 
The following requirements are: 1) energy, enthusi- 
asm, dependability and initiative, 2) excellent writing 
skills, 3) fluency in English and Arabic, 4) strong 
computer skills including Word, Excel and at least 
one database package. 

If interested, please send your CV to: 
Fax # 461 2902 no after than Oct 22, 1998. 
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CU (3 Months) 1620 1625 

Zinc (3 Months) 960 963 

Lead (3 Months) 514 515 

N! (3 Months) 3885 


Period I - 1 - 
Month 


USD 53063 
GBP 7.3750 
JPY 0.3516 


• 3 <li 


FRF 3.5000 
CHF 1.1289 
m. 5.0000 


5.3438 5.1563 | 43375 

73500 7.0977 

03023 03531 

3.5625 3.5547 33000 
13500 1.3281 13376 

3.5371 3.5332 33039 

4.6970 4.1830 



* JOD Cross Rates 


Currency 

HI 

Sen 

US Dollar - 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Startling 

1.203 

1.209 

DE Mark 

03333 

0.4355 

CH Franc 

0.5354 

03381 

FR Franc 

0.1293 

0.1299 

JP Yen 

0.6136 

03167 

NL Guilder 

0.3843 

0.3862 

rTLira 

0.438 

0.4402 



Manasrah 
company opens 
Bossini outlet 

IZZAT MANASRAH and Sons 
Company, agents of Bossini 
fashion in Jordan, will be open- 
ing a second outlet at Sweifiyeh 
next week after having opened a 
store at Rras Circle in Jabal Hus- 
sein last week. The company, 
with more than 30 years experi- 
ence in textile and clothing busi- 
ness, plans to open another outlet 
at the Amman Mail during 
November. 


Iraq medical, pharmaceuticals 
exhibition to be held in December 


THE IRAQI Doctors Syn- 
dicate is holding Iraq Medi- 
bealth ‘98, the Iraq Med- 
ical, Healthcare & pharma- 
ceuticals exhibition from 
Dec. 12-15, 1998, in con- 
junction with the 34tb Iraq 
Medical Conference. Doc- 
tor Mohammad Abdullah 
AI Rawi, head of the Iraqi 
Doctors Syndicate, chief of 
the exhibition's organising 
committee said this exhibi- 


tion is a unique and genuine 
opportunity for the both 
Arab & foreign companies, 
in the field of medical, 
healthcare & pharmaceuti- 
cals to be represented in 
Iraq. Dr. Rawi said, the 
need for both medical 
equipment & expertise has 
been on the rise for the past 
few years due to the cir- 
cumstances that affected 
Iraq since 1990. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert WiPrams 


ACROSS 
1 Bible book 
6 Drain screen 
10 Protective ditch 

14 Seed coverings 

15 Customary time 

16 Napoleon's isle 

17 Take a makeup 
exam 

18 Chem. chart 
fig. 

19 Stand on hind 
iegs 

2 O’ Personification 
of creation 

23 Continental 
prefix 

24 Rise and fall of 
ocean 

25 Network of 
’Nova" 

28 Neighbor of 
Syr. 

30 Free of charge 
32 78-card deck 
34 Seaport of 
Okinawa 

36 Australian 

island: abbr. 

37 Image: pref. 

38 Rower vendor 
40 Magic-lamp 

owner 

42 Duck and 
dodge 

43 Harness piece 

45 Quote an 
example 

46 Winner's token 

47 French student 

49 Supernatural 
being 

50 Time meas. 

51 Spanish river 
53 Zeno of __ 

55 Relative by 

marriage 

59 Lucy’s husband 

52 Prevaricator . 

63 Jackson or 
Owens 

64 & others 

65 _ vfneit omnia 

66 Came up 

67 Painful cry 
66 Visualizes 
69 Sharpened 

DOWN 
1 injure 
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By Louise G. White 
St Petersburg, FL 

2 Cookie 

3 Sororities 

4 Benefactor Yale 

5 Aftward 

6 Comparative 
word 

7 Turns around 

8 Rosalind 
Russell role 

9 Standing tall 

10 Only just 

11 Spanish cheer 

12 Shale’s 
garment 

13 Black goo 

21 Plant parts 

22 Anatomical 
networks 

25 Spendthrift heir 

26 Tuna's cousin 

27 Pelted with 
rocks 

28 Disgrace 

29 Serving tray 
31 Old man with a 

scythe 

33 Aussie rock 
grp. 

35 Solo at the Met 
39 Loafer 


□□de □□□□□ nnmn 
DBEE E3QD0H □□□□ 
DHBOHEQOQannnrniii 
□BIZI BEJIIE1CI BDIklDB 
M BHES □□□ 

qbdbebqbesidbbeicid 

□□□□□ mans 000 

□DEE □000E1 EBQ0 
□□□ B0QD O00D0 
□EEQEBEBEBEEQEIE 

h Euan □bus 
□debe debed man 
naBBBEaoBaanmED 
□□□□ □□HESD QDDD 
□□□□ □□□□□ EASE 


fQlM Trttan* Midi Sarin*. he. 
AlrigMi 


^OU don’t like boring leftovers, 
so I booby-trapped your 
mashed potatoes.” 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


APPOINTMENT 

With a movie 
PRODUCER 
ABOUT My 
WAR STOW > 


41 Pry bar 
44 Long Hawaiian 
farewell 

48 OW Testament 
prophet 
52 Gaucho's 
cattle-catchers 
54 January in 
Juarez 


55 invoice 

56 Goofs up 

57 African fox 

58 Garden invader 

59 Actress Susan 
of "LA Law" 

60 Ike's WW II 
command 

61 Logger's tool 



WE USE 5POO MEN |N BLUE 
ON ONE SIDE AND 5.000 
IN RED ON THE OTHER/ 



Unscramble these four Jumbfes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amota and Mika Argirton 


mmsmi 


ARIVED 


PREEMT 






LUU- 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


— ^ n LV ^ ^is. /is. yi , 

I (Answers tomorrow) 

JuroWes: STUNG OFTEN OUTWIT FOURTH 

AnMer *““»« At a a eralan picnic giotfs - 
nothing wurst 
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^^jewjrfjiews from the Arabic Press 

Lower value of yen brings down price 
of Japanese cars in the local market 


** THE REASON that prices of 
Japanese cars are low is the deeline 
jn the yen value against the dinar 
said Farid Duwani, deputy ®enerai 
manager of the Mitsubishi ear 
dealership in Amman. He also 
attributed the drop in prices to the 
inability of the local market to 
cope with the sharp competition 
ana the import of small cars by 
dealers operating on their own 

Duwani explained that agents of 
international car companies shoul- 
der maintenance expenditures as 
they provide after-sale services 
while other showroom dealers sells 
cars without guarantees. “By not 
abiding to Jordanian specifica- 
tions, owners of car showrooms 
put an additional burden on the 
agents,” he said. He demanded that 
the government put an end to 
unjustified import and asked the 
concerned authorities to reconsider 
the hij’h customs fees and regula- 
tions imposed on cars. 

The Mitsubishi agent said 
demand did not match the rise in 
supply noting that some companies 
had high hopes based on the vol- 
ume ot sales last year. But. he 
added, their expectations did not 
come true as a result of the reces- 
sion. Duwani concluded that 
despite the noticeable increase in 
the facilities provided by the com- 
panies to their clients, such steps 
did nothing to change the facts. 

Arafat AT Saheb. manager of the 
Nissan Ajgency, said the general 
fall in the prices of cars in the local 
market was due to stiff competi- 


tion but for the Japanese cars, the 
decline in the value of the yen 
against the dollar was yel another 
factor. He estimated the drop in 
prices by between 10 and 15 per 
cent compared to prices of last 
year. 

Saheb agreed with Duwani that 
owners ol car showrooms were 
also responsible for the decline in 
the car prices and low sales. He 
indicated that the more supply 
there is in the market, the lower the 
prices are. The Nissan agent 
demanded that car dealers should 
abide by the local specifications* 
noting that the agents face a real 
problem by noi being able to pro- 
vide spare parts lor the cars sold at 
showrooms. “Such cars have dil- 
terenr specifications than the ones 
sold by the agents,” he said urging 
the government to step in in order 
to organise this situation. 

Consumers interviewed about the 
car market emphasised that car 
prices are still high. They have big 
hopes that prices will decline fur- 
ther especially after Jordan joins 
the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO l and after a reconsideration 
of customs fees and other charges. 
The consumers exclaimed how can 
one buy a used car which before 
1989 was worth JD 1,000 and now, 

, after being 10-year old, costs many 
times as much <A1 Ra'i) 


Lawzi values 
ISO 9002 
awarded to 
directorate of 
laboratories, 
research 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Public 
Works and Transport Min- 
ister Nasser Lawzi Mon- 
day received the ISO 9002 
certificate, which was 
awarded to the Laborato- 
ries and Research Direc- 
torate of the Ministry ol* 
Public Works and Hous- 
ing by the German T.U.V. 
Bayern and Philadelphia 
investment Group. 

In a statement to the 
Arabic daily Al Rai, 
Lawzi said this achieve- 
ment would not have been 
made possible had it not 
been for the ministry's 
keen interest to keep 
abreast with the latest 
developments in such 
areas as quality assurance 
regulations. 

Lawzi said the award of 
the ISO 9002 certificate to 
the laboratory and 
research department will 
enable it to provide quali- 
ty services in such areas 
as training to foreign and 
local companies. 

A total of 15 companies 
have so far been awarded 
quality assurance certifi- 
cates, and the number is 
expccied to reach 25 by 
ihe end of this year, 
according to deputy direc- 
tor of the T.U.V Bayern 
Company. 


ARIES: (March 2] to April 
19) You should be having a 
great time today with the 
moon in Leo. Pluto in Sagit- 
tarius gives you a grand trine 
in tire signs. You'll be so 
enthusiastic and exuberant 
that you’ll bounce right over 
any minor difficulties. You 
look marvellous, and you've 
got the attention of a very attractive person. Make the most 
of it 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Every time you turn around, 
you’re running into opposition. Might as well get used to it. 
Just hold your ground on the most important stuff, and let 
them have a few minor points. It’ll distract them and you 
could get away with the thing you want the most. It's cer- 
tainly worth a try. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) You're more confident today, 
and that’s drawing attention from a very attractive person. 
You’d like this person to think you’re in control of every- 
thing, but don’t pretend you know more than you do, or have 
more authority. He or she actually likes you just the way you 
are. Isn’t that neat? 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) The sun is in Libra and the 
moon is in Leo. Money is coming in today with a little help 
from you. Push the right buttons and pull the right strings. 
■Also, take bold of an opportunity that’s not going to last long. 
A friend will point it out to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You’re awesome today, passing 
even your own expectations, and the adoration you're gening 
from your fans is making you even more confident- You 
could do the whole thing alone, of course, but it’s so much 
more fun to have others applauding your magnificent accom- 
plishments. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) An arrogant know-it- 
all is difficult to live with, but put up with it anyway.. One ot 
the keys to your success is your adaptability, and that's going 
to come in handy right now. Another key is your ability to see 
what’s coming andstay out of the way. if necessary. That’ll 
be useful, too. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your Iriends will 
teach you what you need to know, or give you a boost when 
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you get stopped. They might 
believe in you even more 
than you believe in yourself. 
That's OK. at least for a linle 
while. Allow yourself to be 
convinced, of your own 
magnificence. Then, get to 
work to prove it 
SCORPIO: (Ocrober 23 to 
November 21) Pul up with 
an older person's whims today. There’s no point in arguing. 
He or she has the advantage, and won’t listen anyway. Your 
drive is to succeed, and new opportunities are becoming 
available. In order to get the big break, you may have to 
make friends with the enemy, at least temporarily. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You and 
your friends are in festive moods, but don’t forget the job al 
hand. Unfortunately, it's not as interesting as the conversa- 
tion around the water cooler. Sure, you could make new 
friends and influence people’s thinking, but you’ll lose your 
job if you don’t do the tedious, boring stuff, too. So pay atten- 
tion. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You may 
know a lot of the gossip already, but do you know where the 
real money’s coming from, and going to? Well, if you keep 
your ear to the keyhole, you could find out today. The more 
you know, the more valuable you become, right? Today, 
learn enough to crank yourself up to the next pay bracket 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Join forces with 
a partner instead of butting heads and you’ll figure out how 
to achieve a goal you share. If you don't have a shared goal 
yet, make that a priority. You two have been known to argue 
for years over trivialities, but that’s not a good idea. You 
could miss the opportunity altogether. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’d like to make a 
date, but there may not be time. It looks like your work goes 
late, due to complications beyond your control. It might be a 
foul-up on somebody else’s part, but you’re the one who’s 
delegated to fix it. Maybe you can gel another person to help. 
That would certainly be wise. 


Birthstonc of September: Opal — Tourmaline 


Toilet paper under threat 
in Japanese cost-cutting drive 


TOKYO (AFP> — Japan's 
firms arc on a cosr-cuitine 
drive that ha> rung the 
death knell on years of 
extravagant corporate din- 
ing and nightclub outings 
and even threatens the lib- 
eral use ol* toilet paper. 

For years. Japanese com- 
panies have tried to cut 
back reimbursements for 
their staff’s nocturnal sor- 
ties, leaving racy city dis- 
tricts almost deserted. 
Faced with the deepest eco- 
nomic crisis since World 
War II. however, the cost- 
cutting drive is now going 
to extremes. 

Tight control has been 
imposed by some corporate 
authorities on the use of 
paper, pencils, erasers and 
even toilet paper. 

Jiro Yamamoto, a trader at 
a brokerage here, told the 
weekly Aera magazine (hat 
managers had even told 
staff that from now on they 
should try' to call clients 
during the lunch hour. 

“The reasoning is that 
your customer will most 
likely he out to lunch, so 
the customer will have to 
call you buck" and pay for 
the telephone conversation, 
he said. “I find the compa- 
ny’s pettiness utterly dis- 


dainful.” 

An employee ot - a large 
electronics product manu- 
facturer told the magazine 
that in the toilets "we are 
noi supposed to use more 
than two perforated seg- 
ments each time.” 

Ichiro Watanabe, who 
works in the education sec- 
tor. says detergent stocked 
in company kitchens is 
diluted and "erasers arc cut 
into halves before they are 
handed out." 

Budgetary restrictions are 
filtering into every sector of 
Japanese industry. 

In the laboratory at an 
international pharmaceuti- 
cal company, based in the 
science village of Tsukuha, 
meetings are organised to 
ask employees to reflect on 
the best way to cut expens- 
es. 

“Salaries are nut being 
further reduced and the 
management hasn’t 

touched the bonuses for the 
moment. But everyone is 
called on to reflect. They 
ask us to tum off the lights 
when leaving laboratories. 
Using elevators is restrict- 
ed.’' said a foreign 
researcher at the company 
which uses Japanese man- 
agement methods. 


Realising the difficulties 
facing companies and keen 
to preserve jobs above all 
else, the powerful Japanese 
Trade Union Conferedation 
fRcngoj announced at the 
end of September it would 
refrain from demanding 
wholesale salary increases 
in traditional Spring negoti- 
ations with management. 

“Times have changed. 
Rengo should no longer set 
a unified wage hike figure 
that its members automati- 
cally accept." said an offi- 
cial at Rengo. which has 
seven million members 
nationwide. 

The first to suffer are staff 
at small- and medium-sized 
companies which have 
been worst hit by the reces- 
sion. 

The same strictures are 
hiuing the public sector. 
Tokyo announced Friday' 
thar salary rises for central 
government employees will 
be restricted to 0.76 per 
cent for the fiscal year start- 
ing next March. 

Unlike Western compa- 
nies which don't hesitate to 
lay off staff in crises, 
Japan's traditional lifetime 
employ mcnt system means 
redundancies are still the 
exception. Salary cuts are 


also rare in big industries. 

But some companies hide 
wage reductions by trans- 
ferring employees to affili- 
ates or reviewing staff 
employment conditions and 
leaving them little choice 
but to accept. 

The daily Asuhi newspa- 
per says well-known 
groups such as Itochu. 
Tomen and Nippon Express 
have suspended tw ice-year- 
ly bonuses to employees, 
reducing their income by 
10 per cent. 

“Conditions in Japan's 
labour market are deterio- 
rating rapidly because of a 
deep and protracted eco- 
nomic contraction and 
because longer-term struc- 
tural shortcomings are fray- 
ing the fabric of the Broth- 
ers in a report this month. 

“Japan's famously flexi- 
ble labour market has 
responded to the 
unfavourable environment 
in the typical way — hours 
worked have fallen, bonus- 
es have been reduced and 
total incomes have con- 
tracted but this has not suf- 
ficed to prevent a surge in 
the unemployment rate and 
in the number ol" unem- 
ployed," it concluded. 
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39 
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4.94 
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162 
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+ 
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.690 
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0.00 

4 
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.680 
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1 

600 
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10.1 

8.52 

24 

2658 

27734 

10.47 

10.43 

.04- , 
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.76 

fPf 

1 

.790 

.370 

NATIONAL STEEL IND. 


0.00 

2 

2200 

1100 

.48 

.50 

.02+ 

.610 

.330 

NATIONAL INDS. 


0.00 

4 

30000 

12300 

.43 

.41 

.02- i 

.570 

.280 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHEM. 

g 

0.00 

11 

16900 

4896 

.28 

.29 

.01+ 

.670 

.340 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 


0.00 

3 

574 

200 

.35 

.35 

- 

1.760 

.760 

0NIV.CHEM.IKDS. 

11.3 

7.27 

10 

1400 

1553 

1.10 

1.10 

- 1 

S. 500 

4.960 

JOR. HOOD INDS. JWICO 

25.6 

2.12 

1 

100 

471 

4.96 

4.71 

.25- l 

2.200 

.650 

NATL. CABLE WXRE.MFAC 

31.9 

0.00 

4 

10750 

7310 

.68 

.68 

- | 

.690 

.370 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

7.0 

0.00 

16 

10700 

3972 

.37 

.37 

- 

1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM.CHEK. 

23.3 

4.96 

S 

1300 

1573 

1.22 

1.21 

.01- 1 

1.260 

.530 

UN IV. MOON. INDS. 

9.9 

9.68 

22 

18090 

11226 

.62 

.62 

_ 

.910 

.480 

JOR. INDS .RESOURCES 


0.00 

1 

250 

125 

.50 

.50 

— 

1.560 

1.200 

NATL . CHLORINE 

8.6 

8.13 

7 

3170 

3899 

1.24 

1.23 

.01- 

1.080 

.600 

JOR. HEW CABLE CO. 

9.0 

15.63 

12 

14500 

9197 

.63 

.64 

.01+ 

1.560 

1.150 

EL -EAT READY HEAR 

*4.7 

0.00 

12 

56000 

71340 

1.28 

1.27 

.01- 

1.310 

.910 

INTL. TOBACCO 

7.2 

5.6b 

17 

11910 

12252 

1.02 

1.03 

.01 + 

.890 

.660 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.7 

8.05 

13 

58950 

50966 

.86 

.87 

.01+ 

.730 

.580 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 

32.7 

0.00 

29 

16474 

10872 

.66 

.66 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 

INDEX 1 

75.65 

z CHGl 

-0.44 

272 

288468 

3979BS i 

GRAND TOTAL 

INDEX! 

165.13 

ZCSGs 

+0.31 

403 

461331 

696412 
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J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 



DAJANI JEWELLERS 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call 
Abdoun Real Estate 

S920605/5920609/079^0007| 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 



JrtrM 

Studio & Workshop 
Courses 



TO 


L--4-H 






Ttv ERT1SE IN THIS 
TION CALL 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 



Ifom /4eUnt*A 



Quality Serwicgd Suites 

★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay ★ Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
e-mail : cgMlt gacom-jo 


0 


^ FOR 
(RENT 

*9 Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNABEL 



Real Estate 
S WEIFIYEH 

A. HaJaratComplBX 

Tot. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/37588 


A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


At Afrira Hotel 
Shops - Amman 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop ^our edtour ^m 
at our shop arid gat ' 

* JUMBO photo aba 

30 % larger. 

* Frma mUmgamant 

20x30 cm. 


ShmefsanI - Opposite 
Grind lays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweMeh Tel: 822891 




Perfumes 

StorGfta es - Leaihcr- Pais 

. ■ Curlier SL. 

Ife&wfcUlNr VERSACE 


Visit Us At 

Www.vtpamb.com/vlpgift 


Shaban Inti Group - Abdoun] 
Near American Embassy 
W : 5933084 -Fax : 99330851 



PrsncfiJ^CidsiM 


L'olivier Restaurant 

ifc 

Abdoun 5929564 


ii 

imida 

FRIENDS OF BAN! 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Beni HbuiWh Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
• Rugs m Cushions 
. Wai [hangings . Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 Ull 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00} 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St. 

Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 



JL mra^r 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Vienna Cafe 

Feel at ease, while enjoying 
your Hubbly Bubbly. 






PLflZfl U1DE0 


Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 

discount on 

JJ lS ori g ,na ' cd's 

Now available 
“FRIENDS SERIES" 
and many more . 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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No change in Bangkok Asian 
Games venues — organisers 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Organisers of the Bangkok 
Asian Games in December 
assured Japan on Monday 
there would be no change in 
the main games venues 
despite some worries about 
delays in construction amid 
the ecnomic crisis. 

Charouck Arirachakaran, 
secretary general of the 
Bangkok Asian Games 
organising committee, said 
here all facilities at the 
Bangkok B-Land Sports 
Complex would be com- 
pleted on time. 


Henman 
powers 
to greatest 
title win 


BASLE (AFP) 
Englishman Tim 

Henman celebrated the 
greatest win of his blos- 
soming tennis career 
here on Sunday when he 
beat former World No. 1 
Andre Agassi 6-4. 6-3. 3- 
6. 6-4 to take the Swiss 
Open title. 

The 24-year-old eighth 
seed, who picked up his 
fourth career title, also 
avenged his defeat to the 
fourth-seeded Agassi on 
their only previous meet- 
ing in the Los Angeles 
final earlier this year. 

“This is definitely up 
there with reaching the 
Wimbledon semi-finals 
this season, perhaps even 
higher than that,” 
Henman said. 

“To come away from 
this tournament with the 
title considering the 
opposition is a great 
achievement.” he added. 

The British No. I. who 
succeeded compatriot 
Greg Rusedski as cham- 
pion, was up against it at 
3-3 in the first set when 
Agassi had three break 
points but Henman 
bounced back to win five 
points in succession to 
win the game and then 
broke the American at 5- 
4 to take the first set in 
36 minutes. 

The 24-year-old 
Englishman, who made 
the" Wimbledon semi- 
finals in June, then 
seized control of the sec- 
ond surging into a 4-1 
lead, breaking the 
shaven-headed Agassi 
twice, before running out 
a 6-3 winner. 

However. the 

American. who has 
soared up to number 
eight in the world from 
122 at the beginning of 
the year, rattled 
Henman’s confidence in 
the third set going from 
2-2 to 6-3 to reduce the 
deficit. 


It was reported last month 
construction of the B-Land 
complex had been delayed 
and some of the seven 
sports to be staged there 
might be relocated to the 
northern city of Chians 
Mai. 

“There will be no move of 
venues. Those sports events 
will all be held at B-Land as 
initially scheduled,” said 
Charouck, here to promote 
the Games. 

“I promise the (B-Land) 
center will definitely be 
ready in time. All venues 


are dud to be completed by 
October 15,” he added. 

Charouck said the com- 
mute made a decision a few 
days ago to keep all the 
seven sports — including 
gymnastics, tennis and vol- 
leyball — at B-LandL also 
known as the Muang Thong 
Thani Sports Complex, as 
scheduled. 

The four other sports are 
boxing, weightlifting, 
snooker and rugby. 

The secretary general 
added road links, including 
highways, between games 


venues and the centre of 
Bangkok would be complet- 
ed by the end of November 
ahead of the December 6-20 
games. 

He said 36 out of the 43 
member countries of the 
Olympic Council of Asia 
had so far formally submit- 
ted their entries. 

. But the committe hoped to 
see all sign up by the dead- 
line for the entries of indi- 
vidual names on November 
6, Charouck said. 




Tira He nman of Great Britain celebrates winning the Swiss Indoors Te nnis tourna- 
ment in Basle. Henman beat Andre Agassi of the United States daring their Anal 
match 6-4, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 (Reuters photo) 



Andre Agassi 

Henman, who retained 
his Presidents Cup title 
in September, enjoyed a 
see-saw of a fourth set 
before managing to 
break Agassi crucially at 
5-4 to take the match. 

“My game has really 
improved over the past 
three years, and still 
needs to if I am to threat- 
en the top three, but I 


have gained in self belief 
and confidence in the 
past three weeks and I 
think that is reflected out 
there on the court,” he 
said. 

The Englishman, who 
also reached the fourth 
round of the U.S. Open 
where he lost to finalist 
Mark Philippoussis, 
moves on to Vienna, 


where he reached the 
semi-finals last year. 

But he was not taking 
his first-round opponent, 
veteran Swede Magnus 
Gustaffsson for granted. 

“I will have to be on 
my guard as he is a wily 
player although I have a 
good record against 
him,” he said. 


Olympic 
organisers 
defend 
torch relay 
payment to 
Aboriginals 

SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Olympic organisers 
Monday rejected criti- 
cism of a A$60,000 
Australian (537,000) fee 
being paid to Aboriginal 
groups so the Olympic 
torch relay could start at 
Ayers Rock. 

Ayers Rock, now com- 
monly referred to by its 
Aboriginal name ‘Uluru' 
in Australia, is consid- 
ered a sacred site by 
indigenous groups. 

Olympic r organisers 
announced Sunday that 
the Olympic torch relay 
would begin at Uluru, in 
central Australia before 
winding its way east 
through the outback 
toward Sydney for the 
start of the 2000 Olympic 
Games. 

New South Wales state 
Olympics Minister 
Michael Knight said the 
fee was appropriate and 
would be used to protect 
the sacred site when the 
international media 
assembled for the begin- 
ning of the relay June 8, 
2000. 

“This is not just, 
‘Here’s a bunch of 
money’,” a spokesman 
for Knight said. 

“This is a negotiated 
fee for provision of 
access to the Rock, and 
more than that, for con- 
trol and management 
because when the inter- 
national media assemble 
it will be the most inten- 
sive gathering of people 
in its history. 

“It’s a sacred site and 
SOCOG (Sydney 

Organising Committee 
for the Olympic Games) 
is mindful of that." 

The spokesman said the 
money would be distrib- 
uted between a number 
of groups at Uluru and 
elders would guide 1 
media around the site. 

All visitors to Uluru 
pay a fee. 




Arsenal and Barcelona want Del Piero 


MILAN (AFP) — English champi- 
ons Arsenal and Barcelona are 
preparing offers for Juvenrus ace 
Alessandro Del Piero worth up to 
S35 million, the Italian press 
reported on Monday. 

Del Piero, whose agents are try- 
ing to negotiate a new long-term 
contract with the Turin club, is 
back in the limelight after scoring 
both Italy’s goals against 
Switzerland at Udine over the 
weekend. 

Barcelona are willing to stump 
nearly 60 billion lira for the 23- 
year-old striker, who would be 
offered personal terras of S4.25 


million a year, net of income tax, 
for eight years. 

The Catalan club are in the mar- 
ket for a soccer superstar after los- 
ing Ronaldo to Juventus’ Serie A 
rivals. Inter Milan. 

Arsenal are also considering a 
substantia] offer to bring Del Piero 
to Highbury, the reports said, with- 
out giving details. 

Del Piero was meanwhile prepar- 
ing to make a pop video with his 
favourite rock star. Sting, on 
Monday. 

The two men will become 
knights in medieval costume at a 
countryside location near Udine in 


northeastern Italy, with the music 
destined to be the soundtrack for a 
new Sharon Stone movie. 

Sting will not be the only one to 
find Del Piero buoyed up by his 
weekend double against the Swiss. 

Team coach Marcello Lippi reck- 
ons that the end of Del Piero's goal 
drought, which coincided with the 
allegations from AS Roma coach 
Zdenek Zeman of drug use, can 
only be good news for Juventus. 

“I knew it was just a question of 
time,” Lippi said. “Now I think he 
will be even more enthusiastic 
about things. He was already play- 
ing better after his first goal. and 


went looking for the second. 

“And there’s no way you can 
score a goal like he did then from a 
free-kick if you don’t feel good 
about yourself. He’s been physi- 
cally ready for some time, and now 
I think he is psychologically as 
well.” 

Lippi, whose side have yet to win 
a European Champions League 
match this season, predicted: “I 
think he will be reaping the bene- 
fits of those two goals at Udine for 
the rest of the season.” 
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Denver Broncos running back Terrell Davis (30) dives through the Seattle Seahawfcs 
line, including Dean Wells (95) and Darryl Williams (33) in Seattle. Davis ran for 208 
yards in the Broncos’ 21-16 victory ( AP Photo) 

NFL champion Broncos beat 
Seattle to remain unbeaten 


CINEMA 


TEl_3 699238 


PHILADELPHIA T Y PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Kevin Sorbo .. in 

KULL 

THE CONQUEROR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 
S:30. 10:30 


Brace Willis .. in 

LAST MAN STANDING 


PLAZA 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 

ALZATEM 


Shows: 6:30, 9:30 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, Additional shows Thursday and 
8:30, 10:30 Friday evenings at 12:30 


CINEMA • TELS67742Q 

CONCORD 


NASSER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15,8-J0,1(M0 
CONCORD "T 

UP CLOSE A PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 only 


CINEMA 


SEATTLE (AFP) — In an 
American football game 
where passers John Elway 
and Warren Moon were 
expected to star, Denver 
rusher Terrell Davis domi- 
nated to keep the reigning 
champions unbeaten. 

Davis ran for 208 yards 
and a touchdown as the 
Broncos beat Seattle 21- 
16, improving to a National 
Football League best 6-0 
with their 10th victory over 
the Seahawks in their past 
12 meetings. 

The Broncos won a fran- 
chise-record Uth straight 
game, including their 
Super Bowl title run last 
season, and matched last 
year’s 6-0 start against a 
club pushing for its own 
playoff bid. 

“Coming in here, we 
knew it wasn’t going to be 
a typical regular season 
game,” Davis said “It 
somewhat had playoff 
implications. 

“When I came into this 
game, I knew it was going 
to be tough yards. I had my 
mind set to come in here 
and try and run hard 
Eventually, we felt we 
could have some break- 
outs." 

Denver also matched the 
1986 Chicago Bears for the 
second-best start by a 
defending Super Bowl 
champion. The Broncos 
need to win four more to 
match the record of the 
1990 San Francisco 49ers. 

Davis has an NFL-higb 
865 yards and leads the 
league in scoring with 54 
points. Davis also set club 
records with five straight 
100- yard games and his 
44th touchdown. 

Elway did not min d let- 
ting Davis handle the bulk 
of the load, knowing that 
defence and rushing to bal- 
ance his aerial attack are 
vital to Denver hopes of 
repeating as Super Bowl 
champions. 

“I think we’re good 
enough in all aspects,” 
Elway said “If we’re 
struggling offensively a lit- 
tle bit the defense seems to * 
pick it up and vice versa. 
We’re very happy to be 6- 
0, but we’ve got a long way 
to go.” 

Seattle Moon, playing 
with cracked ribs, was 

thjjw 7» .\ yrdHb 


forced to leave the game 
after three quarters. He 
completed 15-of-32 passes 
for 154 yards before giving 
way to John Friesz. 

“1 just couldn’t move 
anymore,” Moon said “I 
couldn’t function. I proba- 
bly stayed in a series too 
long. I got hit right on my 
rib right before the half.” 

Steve Young matched an 
NFL record with his fifth 
consecutive 300-yard pass- 
ing game on his 37th birth- 
day, throwing for 309 yards 
and three touchdowns to 
spark San Francisco past 
New Orleans 31-0. 

The victory lifted the 
49ers (4-1) into the NFC 
West division lead and 
dropped the Saints one 
game off the pace. 

Young completed 21-of- 
40 passes and matched the 
NFL mark set by retired 
former teammate Joe 
Montana in 1982. He also 
became the 20th quarter- 
back in league history to 
throw for 30,000 career 
yards. 

“Records are great, but I 
think it is about performing 
and keeping steady 
throughout die year,” said 
Young. “We have a stan- 
dard and we want to keep 
it.” 

Drew Bledsoe fired three 
touchdown passes and host 
New England ripped 
Kansas City 40-10 to claim 
the AFC East division lead. 
The Patriots rose to 4-1 
with their fourth victory in 
a row. 

“Just about everything 
that could go right for us 
did,” said Bledsoe. “It’s so 
great to win like that 
against a good team. When 
we can run the ball like that 
effectively we become 
very difficult to handle." 

It was Kansas City's 
worst loss since losing 44- 
10 at Buffalo in 1994. 

In a battle of wjuless 
clubs. Philadelphia’s 
Rodney Peete helped the 
Eagles avoid ultimate 
humiliation by r unnin g for 
a touchdown and throwing 
for another in a 17-12 vie* 
toiy over Washington. 

Peete completed 15-of- 
28 passes for 121 yards 
with one interception as 
Philadelphia (1-5) defeated 
the Redskins for the 10th 


GALLERIA 1 

"abdoun 

iowzp.c7is.com.jo/GaUeria 
Harrison Ford ... in 

SIX DAYS 
SEVEN NIGHTS 


GALLERIA 2 : - 

‘ABDOUN 

unmo.cnsxom.jojGalkria 

ARMAGEDDON 


time in the last 12 meet- 
ings. 

The Redskins are off to 
their worst start since 1961 , 
when Washington began 0- 
9. 

“When you're struggling 
it gets harder and harder to 
win," Washington coach 
Norv Turner said.‘“IlV"' 
amazing that one or wo^ 
plays can give you back 
that confidence." 

NFC East leader Dallas 
corneiback Deion Sanders 
thwarted a potential game- 
tying drive late in die 
fourth quarter with an 
interception as the 
Cowboys erased an 11- 
point deficit and beat win- 
less Carolina 27-20. 

Cincinnati’s Neil 

O’Donnell fooled his for- 
mer team with a fake spike 
and lofted a 25-yard touch- 
down pass to Carl Pickens 
with 20 seconds to play to 
give the Bengals a 25-20 
victory over Pittsburgh. 

Three years removed 
from a Super Bowl appear- 
ance with the Steelers, 
O’Donnell was magnifi- 
cent in his first game 
against his former team, 
completing 20-of-2 6 pass- 
es for 298 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

Arizona forced eight 
turnovers to beat Chicago 
20-7 while the Sl Louis 
Rams snapped an eight- 
game home losing skid 
with a 30-10 victory over 
the New York Jets' and. 
Atlanta beat the New York 
Giants 34-20. 

Wade Wilson, 39, threw a 
68-yard touchdown pass to 
James Jett with 88 seconds 
to play to lift Oakland past 
San Diego 7-6. In other 
games, Tennessee edged 
Baltimore . 12-S and 
Buffalo beat Indianapolis 
31-24. 

TEL: 4625155' 


Watch out for 
the new play 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 
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Chang 
downs 
Ivanisevic 
V, i to win 
Shanghai 
Open 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — 
ylichafil Chang came from 
\ set down to thrash top 
seed Goran. Ivanesevic and 
tf in the Shanghai Open 4- 
6-1, 6-2 in front of a 
highly partisan crowd 

Monday. 

The Chinese-American. 
' who picked up a $48,000 
winner's cheque, used his 
wide range of precision 
.gioundstrokes to dominate 
f §* final two sets, tiring his 
1 tiller and heavier opponent 
by sending him scurrying 







Michael Chang 

around the court. 

A hero in China, Chang 
enjoyed vocal support 
throughout the tournament. 

With the victory, the 'sec- 
ond seed made good on a 


public vow to win ;dl three 
ATP tour events on Chinese 
soil, following wins in 
recent years in Beijing and 
Hong Kong. 

Rain in the morning fore- 


shadowed J second post- 
ponement of the final, orig- 
inally scheduled for 
Sunday, but play finally 
went ahead under cloudy 
skies. 


Yankees grab series edge 


ncos beat 
Jo beaten 


the 


■•>*« Jjfc 


CLEVELAND (AFP) — 
David Wells struck out 1 1 
through the Seattle w. Cleveland batters and 

- ’ IG Seattle. Davis *' Chili Davis hit a home run 

and a two-run single here 
Sunday to lead New York 
past Cleveland 5-3 in the 
American League champi- 
onship. 

The Yankees took a 3-2 
lead in the best-of-seven 
series with game six set for 
Tuesday in New York. 

I Should the Indians beat 

Yankee ace David Cone, a 
seventh game would be 
Wednesday, also at Yankee 
Stadium. 

"Cone has been our sav- 
ior all year. On Tuesday I 
think he will figure every- 
thing out,” Wells said. 
Cleveland fans aroused 
the ire of Wells, who earli- 
er this season hurled a per- 
fect game, by making 
comments about his moth- ■ ■ 

<*• . .. 

“Normally that doesn’t 
bother me. Today that stuff 
bothered me," Wells said. 
Those fans area piece of 
crap in my mind. I dont 
appreciate stuff like that. I 
came out there and wanted 
to do well.” 

Wells scattered seven 
hits and took full advan- 
tage of a 3-0 Yankee lead 
built before he even took 
„ jivi to ‘ the mound in the bottom of 
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the first inning. 

The Yankees chased 
Cleveland starting pitcher 


The New' York Yankees Chili Davis hits a two-run sin- 
gle in the first inning of Game 5 of the American 
League Championship Series at Jacobs Field in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Davis also hit a solo home run in the 
fourth inning as he led the Yankees to a 5-3 defeat of the 
Cleveland Indians and a 3-2 lead in the series <AP 
Photo) 


Child Open after only 1 1/3 
innings, ragging the strug- 
gling veteran for three runs 
in the first inning on a two- 
run single by Chili Davis 
and a run-scoring ground 
out by Tim Raines. 

The Indians answered in 
the bottom of the first 
inning on Kenny Lofton’s 
solo homer off David 
Wells and a run-scoring 
sacrifice fly by Manny 
Ramirez, pulling within 3- 

t 

Bur the Yankees 
stretched the margin to 5-2 
on Paul O’Neill’s run- 
scoring- single in the sec- 
ond and a Chili Davis solo 
‘"homer* to 'righH field with-.. 
: tw«ji .AMl-'jin, M .ihc fourth., 
inning off Jurei Wright. 

Jim Thome's third homer 
of the series, a solo blast to 
right field off WeJJs in rhe 
sixth, cut the deficit to 5-3 
but the Tribe got no closer. 

The Indians were with- 
out two key starters. David 
Justice was sidelined by a 
bruised right forearm and 
catcher Sandy Alomar was 
out with back spasms. 


Italian doping chief quits 


ROME (AFP) — • Italy’s top drugs 
buster, Ugu Longo, resigned here on 
Monday in the wake otfa continuing 
doping scandal in Italian soccer. 

Longo was head of of the anti-dop- 
ing prosecution service within the 
Italian Olympic Committee iCOND, 
the ruling body for national sport and 
wlhise own president, Mario Peseante, 
quit exactly two weeks ago. 

Congo's move, which he explained 
“lor work reasons", had been on the 
cards. 

His service had failed to show any 
tangible results in two years’ work, 
while Longo had concluded a doping 
enquiry in August saying that the phe- 
nomenon simply did not exist in 
Italian soccer. 

The past six weeks, however, have 
seen a string of damaging revelations 
about Italy's dope test laboratory. 


which has been closed down and all its 
officials sacked, and claims of wide- 
spread drug tesi failures and cover- 
ups. 

Longo’* serv ice is one of three parts 
to the bureaucracy of doping official- 
dom in Italy. It is responsible for 
investigating allegations of doping by 
an athlete and making a recommenda- 
tion to a separate commission of 
enquiry. 

The commission considers them 
before making its own recommenda- 
tions to the athlete's sporting federa- 
tion. such as cycling or football, who 
then take any sanctions they consider 
necessary. 

However, Longo ’s recommendations 
have been systematically ignored by 
both the doping commission and the 
major sports federation*, rendering hi * 
team’s efforts largely pointless. 


He tendered his resignation 10 a 
CONI meeting here on Monday which 
was* also due to receive that of 
Pescanie. 

The moves came as one of several 
other sporting, governmental and judi- 
cial enquiries into doping in Italian 
sport came to an end. 

Carlo Federico Grosso, who headed 
a three-man government enquiry 
ordered by Italy’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Walter Veltroni. handed over 
his report on Monday. Veltroni will 
reveal its conclusions on Wednesday. 

The day’s doping action was mean- 
while set to continue with one or more 
of the sacked officials front the labora- 
tory at Acqua Accto&a coming before a 
Rome magistrate in a civil action. 

They are being investigated oxer the 
disappearance of dope test results 
from the lab. 
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Braves put the brakes on Padres 
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SAN DIEGO (AFP) — The 
Atlanta Braves’ bats heated 
up just in time to cool down 
fi ' i ,J " San Diego's surge toward the 
World Series. 

‘ .g & Atlanta, facing the first 
-- ’••• jjjv four-game sweep in club his- 
:>cir.s.. lory, exploded with six runs 

... - r “r- n;5 r in the seventh inning — 
_ , :-fln3 * including a grand slam from 
^ Ar Klres Galarraga. 

They beat the Padres S-3 
- 7 s ;■-* Md narrowed the gap in die 
A _. National League 

1 :.i.£ * ^“Jpionship Series to 3-1. 

Q£, They still face a monumen- 
tal task. No team has ever 
come back from a 3-0 deficit 
in a best-of-seven post-sea- 
50/1 series, and the Padres 
have one more chance to seal 
it at home on Monday. 

“It's either win tonight or 
go home,” said Braves man- 
ager Bobby Cox. “So it’s 
darned big right now. We 
have a one-game series start- 
ing tomorrow." 

The Braves had scored only 
three runs in the first three 
games of the series. On 
Sunday they mustered 12 hits 
9 against five Padres pitchers. 

. ; ■ _ The Padres took a 3-2 lead 
in (he sixth thank s to a home 
na by Jim Leyritz, Atlanta’s 
post-season nemesis. 

But Javier Lopez tied it 
with a leadoff home run in 
the seventh off Padres starter 
J °ey Hamilton. Hamilton 
then gave up an infield single 
to Andrew Jones and was 
relieved by Randy Myers. 

Myers retired pinch-hitter 
Gerald Williams but a wild 
pitch advanced Jones. 
Shortstop Ozzie Guillen, 
“taking his first postseason 
^an, singled to left to score 
■'Ones. Then Keith Lockhart 
reached on a grounder to sec- 
ond and Chipper Jones 
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walked to load the bases. 

San Diego sent Dan Miceli 
to the mound, only to have 
Galarraga »?ck a 1-0 pitch 
459 feet over the left-center- 
field wall to eive Atlanta an 
8-3 lead. 

Galarraga was l -for- 1 2 
without batting home a run in 
die series before the grand 
slam, which was his first 
home run since September. 

“When 1 hit, I said ‘Thank 
you. God, for this one,’" 
Galarraga said. “I really 
needed it, especially the 
team, to stay alive." 

Cox said he knew 
GaJaragga’s bat would come 
alive sometime. 

“I thought the odds were 
with us tonight,” Cox said. 
“He’s like everybody else. 
He can get cold for four or 
five days and then he can get 
hot and carry' you. 

“It had co happen some- 
time, and, boy. it was a big 
one tonight" 

Dennis Martinez retired the 


only barter he faced in the 
sixth for the win. Hamilton 
look the loss. 

Leyriiz posted his fourth 
homer of this postseason us 
well as a run-scoring single. 
It was his seventh career 
postseason homer. :t siring 
that included a blast for the 
New York Yankees against 
Atlanta that turned the tide of 
the 1996 World Series. 

San Diego manager Bruce 
Bochy said Lopez’ homer to 
get back on terms after 
Leyritz* blast was crucial. 

“It was key.” Bochy said. 
“Because we had a big home 
run there to give us the lead. 
And 1 don’t know' hoxv Lope/ 
hit that ball out. It looked like 
it was up out of the /one. but 
he had enough to get it out. 

“When you score, you like 
to shut them down. But we 
didn’t do it tonight.” 

The Braves became the 
fourth team in 22 tries 10 win 
the fourth game of a best-of- 
seven scries after losing the 
first three. But no team that 


has goine in an 0-3 hole has 
ever held on to force a sixth 
game. 

Atlanta, who won a club 
record 106 games this sea- 
son, will try xvhen they send 
John Smoltz, who boasts an 
1 1 -3 postseason record, to the 
mound on Monday against 
San Diego staner Andy 
Ashby. 

If they do pull off a victory, 
the series moves back to 
Atlanta for games six ;ind 
seven. 


Edwards 
named 
European 
Athlete of 
the Year 


LONDON (AFP) — Triple 
jumper Jonathan Edwards 
was named Athlete of the 
Year on Monday by the 
European Athletic 

Association. 

Edwards who captured a 
gold medal at this sum- 
mer’s European 

Championships in 

Budapest received 611 
votes, ahead of second 
placed Colin Jackson (536) 
and third-placed Steve 
Backley (445). 

The panel of judges made 
up of journalists. European 
federations and events 
organisers also put _ 1 wan 
•Thomas - who was seventh 
with 244 votes - into the 
top 10 

French sprinter Christine 
Arron, the lOOmetres 
European record holder 
and gold medallist at 
Budapest, received 903 
votes 10 win the female 
Athlete of the Year honour. 

Ireland's Sonia 

O’Sullivan (860) was sec- 
ond and Germany’s Heike 
Drechsler (686) third, with 
heptathlete Denise Lewis 
(72) the only Briton to fin- 
ish in the top 10. 




World No. I Pete Sampras of the United States bounces a tennis ball on his knee 
during an exhibition match. Sampras is playing the Austrian CA-TYophy ATP 
Tournament from October 12 to October IS in Vienna (Reuters photo.) 


Owen backs Hoddle after Bulgarian fisaco 


LONDON (AFP) — England 
striker Michael Owen came 
to the defence of coach Glen 
Hoddle on Monday. 

Hoddle was booed by fans 
on Saturday after his sides 
woeful performance against 
Bulgaria at Wembley but 
Owen insists the former 
Spurs star should remain in 
charge. 

“He is the right man for the 
job,” said Owen. 

“The players were partly to 
blame for the performance. 


The manager put a team out 
on the pitch and beforehand I 
don’t think people were com- 
plaining about the team selec- 
tion. I cao'i see why all the 
blame is heaped on die man- 
ager. “What we need now is a 
result in Luxembourg. It 
would be nice to win in style 
with a few goals but the main 
priority is three points.” 

Owen added dial he w’ould 
be disappointed if he was 
axed for Wednesday’s xital 
European Championship 


clash 


in 


qualifying 
Luxembourg. 

Against the Bulgarians, the 
Liverpool star squandered 
two of England’s few oppor- 
tunities in sharp contrast to 
his ne\'er-to-be-forgonen goal 
against Argentina in the 
World Cup. 

That endeared him to the 
nation but on Saturday a cho- 
rus of boos was ringing in his 
ea/s when England trudged 
disconsolately off the pitch. 

However. Owen claimed 


that his confidence has not 
been affected, thar his perfor- 
mances have not been as 
below par as portrayed and 
this his partnership with skip- 
per Alan Shearer is beginning 
to develop on the right lines. 

Boy wonder Owen believes 
that problems in midfield 
were the main reason for 
Saturday’s lack of goalmouth 
action with a weak header 
from Andy Hinchcliffe repre- 
senting England's only effort 
on target. 
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FULL-FLOOR FURNISHED APARTMENT 
proFt RENT 

Consists of 4 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, lounge, 
salon, dining roam; two verandas, telephone, separate cen- 
tral fleeting. Aram 230 sq.ni. Super Deluxe furniture. 
Excellent location In Rabfa estate. 

Please call Tel.: 5533839 from 8:00 ».m. to 4:00 p.m. 


i LG Colour TV 

20 - with Remote Control 
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OSAMA BURINY 

1 48. Hashroy Street Downtown 846 28 IQl] 
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UM AL HUSSEIN ORPHANAGE 

Numbers of the winning tickets In the orphanage charity 
bazaar raffle, which was held on Oct. 8, 1998. 


Prize 

No. 

Winner 

No. 

Prize 

No. 

Winner No. 

First 

58 

23 

6186 

Second 

114 

24 

192 

3 

3658 

25 

11049 

. 4 

3085 

26 

11421 

5 

8879 

27 

3701 

6 

12355 

28 

3727 

7 

4461 

29 

362 

8 

5854 

30 

7948 

9 

7474 

31 

3713 

10 

136 

32 

2013 

11 

7773 

33 

6544 

12 

10240 

34 

3117 

13 

5413 

35 

6593 

14 

10235 

36 

10640 

15 

2448 

37 

10337 

16 

2424 

38 

107 

17 

578 

39 

178 

18 

2482 

40 

2463 

19 

3647 

41 

11157 

20 

10018 

42 

12048 

21 

5401 

43 

1082 

22 

6298 

44 

2269 


Note: Holders of winning tottery tickets are kindly requested 
to call on the Urn AI Hussein Orphanage in North Marka, near 
the Public Transport Corporation’s workshop, TeL 4892680. 
Fa- technical reasons this ad was not published yesterday. 
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Taleban make ‘good ground’ 

3 fronts in autumn offensive 


HUSSEIN KOTt AFP) —The 
Taleban militia claimed to 
have made “some ground” 
Monday amid heavy fighting 
on three fronts as its autumn 
offensive entered a third day. 

Frontline Taleban sources 
told AFP the third front around 
Tagab, 70 kilometres northeast 
of Kabul was opened 
overnight and a fourth front is 
expected to be opened within 
the next two days. 

“At the moment heavy fight- 
ing is going on in Tagab dis- 
trict and we have made some 
advance,” a Taleban frontline 
commander said. 

However, in New Delhi, the 
envoy of deposed Afghan 
President Buxhanuddin 
Rabbani said the offensive had 
been repelled on four fronts, 
with hundreds of Taleban 
either killed or taken prisoner. 

“Not only did they achieve 
nothing, but they also lost 
some territory.” Ambassador 
Masood Khalili said. 

He added losses among the 
forces loyal to Rabbani were 
“minimal" while the Taleban 
ranks had been bolstered by a 
sizeable contingent of 
Pakistani fighters. Pakistan 
denies any military involve- 
ment. 

Russia Monday in a joint 
declaration issued with 
Uzbddstan told rival forces to 
cease fighting and open a con- 
structive dialogue, Interfax 
news agency said. 

The appeal was signed by 


Ibrahimi agrees to visit Taleban base 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — UN. Special Envoy 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi Monday agreed to visit the 
southern Afghan city of Kandahar for talks with 
Taleban chief Muila Mohammad Omar to ease 
tension between Iran and Afghanistan. Taleban 
officials said. 

Ibrahimi has assured a visiting Taleban offi- 
cial. \Vak3 Ahmad, that alter consulting U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, he would "most 
probably” visit Kandahar on Wednesday, the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) reported. 

Ahmad who met with the U.N. envoy here for 
the third time in the past 24 hours to persuade 
Ibrahimi to visit Afghanistan, expressed his 
“satisfaction” at the outcome of his meeting. 


The UN. envoy had earlier refused to visit the) 
Taleban headquarters for security reasons. 

“By the grace of God the talks were held in aj 
cordial atmosphere,” Ahmad told the private) 
news service AIP. 

He said during his day long stay in Kandahar, 
Ibrahimi will bold talks with Taleban 's supreme] 
leader Muila Omar. . 

The visit is aimed at ending Iian-Afghan ten- 
sion triggered by the killing of eight Iranian 
diplomats and a journalist during the militia's 
takeover of Mazar-e- Sharif, the Tehran-backed 
opposition's key stronghold in northern 
Afghanistan in August 


Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and his Uzbek counter- 
part Islam Karimov on the 
closing day of Yeltsin's two- 
day official visit to Uzbekistan. 

Dialogue between the two 
sides requires an immediate 
halt to the violence and an end 
to deliveries of weapons and 
supplies into the war zone by 
Afghanistan's neighbours, the 
text said. 

According to the declaration, 
Yeltsin and Karimov consid- 
ered that the Taleban's open 
defiance of UN. resolutions 
was the main cause of the con- 
tinued fighting. 

The Taleban’s pre-winter 
operation had been timed to 
coincide with negotiations 
between a Taleban delegation 
and UN. envoy Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi in Islamabad, Khalili 


said. 

“The Taleban are hoping to 
gain some political capital out 
of this attack.” he said 

Ibrahimi Monday agreed to 
visit the southern Afghan city 
of Kandahar for talks with 
Taleban chief Muila 
Mohammad Omar to ease ten- 
sion between Iran and 
Afghanistan. 

TTie U.N. envoy had earlier 
refused to visit the Taleban 
headquarters for security rea- 
sons. 

Heavy fighting had already 
been reported north of Kabul 
Sunday when independent 
sources co nfirm ed Taleban 
warplanes had launched a 
wave of raids. 

The Taleban sources said 
artillery barrages were contin- 
uing along two other fronts — 


to the north of the Salang tun- 
nel linking Kabul with north- 
ern Afghanistan and in the 
Ghorband valley. 

The Taleban’s three new 
frontlines are to the northwest 
north and south of the posi- 
tions of opposition comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood in 
Parwan province. 

The Taleban commander 
said a fourth strike was expect- 
ed to be launched from 
Hussein Kot 50 kilometres 
north of Kabul, within the next 
two days. This would aim to 
open another front between 
Tagab and Ghorband. 

“Morale is high and we are 
prepared and if fighting starts 
from this end it will only take 
three or four days for us to take 
care of Masood,” the comman- 
der said 


Jordan welcomes ruling on Hanish 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Monday welcomed a ruling by 
a London-based international 
arbitration panel which award- 
ed Yemen the bulk of the dis- 
puted islands in die Red Sea 
which Eritrea invaded and 
occupied in 1995. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Abdul Hah A1 Khatib said tire 
government congratulates 
Yemen’s leadership aid people 


over the peaceful settlement of 
the dispute. 

The panel ruled that Eritrea 
should return to Yemen the 
Hanish Archipelago which the 
two sides claimed and clashed 


oven 

Sanaa claimed to have inher- 
ited the islands from the 
Ottoman Empire while Asmara 
said its sovereignty over the 
islands had been established 


during the Italian, British and 
Ethiopian occupation of 
Eritrea. 

The two countries 
announced Friday that they 
accepted the ruling of the inter- 
national arbitration panel. 

“We consider the two parties' 
commitment to this decision as 
an expression of commitment 
to international law as a basis 
for solving disputes.” said 


Khatib in a statement carried 
by the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra. The minister also voiced 
Jordan's appreciation of 
Eritrea's acceptance of the rul- 
ing, expressing hope that the 
move will open a new chapter 
in its relations with Yemen. 

He said Jordan attaches great 
importance to stability in the 
Red Sea and wishes to promote 
ties with Eritrea. 


Government committee meets 


(Continued from page I) 


Premier Tarawneh and the 
directives of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent 

Relations between the 
opposition and the govern- 
ment touched a historic low 
last year, when nine opposi- 
tion parties and the 13 pro- 
fessional associations boy- 
cotted the parliamentary 
polls. 

King Hussein in May held 
an ice-breaking meeting with 
union leaders, which he 
described as “the turn of a 
bright new page.” Prince 
Hassan in August and 
September held a series of 
meetings with all civic soci- 


ety institutions. 

“The government wants to 
make sure that there is a 
mechanism to maintain the 
momentum of this dialogue,” 
Judeh told the Jordan Tunes. 

But party leaders said they 
feared that the work of the 
dialogue committee could 
become a substitute for 
much-touted reforms. 

“If a more modem elec- 
tions law were in place. 
Parliament would be the real 
representative of the people, 
and it could exercise its con- 
stitutional function as a 
forum for a national debate.” 
said Khaldoun Nasser, 
spokesperson of the NCP. 

“There would be no need 
for a national dialogue com- 
mittee.” 

However, with 3,000 mem- 
bers but only two deputies in 
the 80-member Lower 
House, the NCP is deter- 
mined to benefit from the 
projected dialogue as an 
opportunity to forward its 
proposals directly to the gov- 
ernment 

Nasser told the Jordan 
Times that the NCP has 
formed a seven-member 
committee to prepare a list of 
proposals on the time frame- 
work, the participants, and 
the agenda of the dialogue, 
which they say should main- 
ly focus on a new elections 
law, with a percentage of par- 
liamentary seats allocated to 
political parties, and on a 
new political parties law, 
granting slate funds to par- 
ties. 


The Muslim Brotherhood 
has not yet officially com- 
mented on the establishment 
of the government commit- 
tee, but sources close to the 
movement's leadership have 
opposed it. 

“We believe in the Crown 
Prince’s determination to 
start a dialogue. We know 
that both the King and the 
Crown Prince are serious on 
this.” a Muslim Brotherhood 
source said requesting 
anonymity. 

“But we do not trust the 
government's intentions,” he 
added, expressing fears that 
the government might use 
the works of the dialogue 
committee as a smoke screen 


to pass unpopular decisions. 

Salem Nahhas, secretary 
general of the leftist Hashd 
Party, argued that the 
“national dialogue” as pro- 
jected by the government 
could be “highly counterpro- 
ductive’' to the development 
of democracy, because the 
two parties engaged in it. the 
government on one hand and 
social, professional and 
political forces on the other, 
would not be on an equal 
footing. 

“What dialogue could it be. 
if one side gets to decide who 
participates, what is being 
discussed, and when?” 

Deputy Mahmoud 

Kharabsheh, head of the 
Lower House National 
Guidance Committee, 
stressed in a speech at a 
recent seminar dedicated to 
the issue of national dialogue 
that "we already have active 
national institutions. ... and 
we are not on the brink of a 
civil war or some disaster to 
have a committee headed by 
the prime minister for dia- 
logue.” 

Columnist Samih Ma’aitah 
echoed the views of many 
writers who questioned the 
intentions of the government 
in setting up the committee. 

“Is this dialogue going to 
be an alternative to strength- 
ening Parliament and ensur- 
ing wider participation of 
political parties?" Ma’aitah 
asked. 


Barzan denies rift 


with Iraqi president 


DUBAI (R) — Saddam 
Hussein's half-brother Barzan 
AI Takriti denied in an inter- 
view published on Monday 
reports ofa rift between himself 
and the Iraqi leader. 

He said be was delaying a 
return to Baghdad for pressing 
family reasons. 

Takriti. the former Iraqi 
ambassador to the United 
Nations in Geneva, still lives in 
Switzerland. “I am staying here 
to be with my family and this is 
being done with the knowledge 
of the president and due to his 
understanding of my family sit- 


uation,” Takriti said, according 
to the London-based Asharq Al 
Awsat newspaper. 

“I pray to God to help me 
overcome these circumstances 
so I can be there [in Baghdad] 
beside my brother and I hope to 
be able to offer something that 
can help him and our people,” 
he was quoted as saying. 

An Iraqi newspaper said in 
June that the foreign ministry 
was recalling ambassadors 
who had served more than 
eight years abroad Takriti was 
among the envoys expected to 
be recalled 



VICTIMS OF ATROCITIES: Bosnian Imam Mustafa Ceric on Monday prays at 
a funeral for 24 bodies recently unearthed from a mass grave in Rogatica, east of 
Sarajevo. These people were killed by Serb soldiers during the war in Bosnia in 
1992 (AFP photo) 


Egypt to have one of world’s 
biggest water treatment plants 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Monday inaugurated the first 
phase of one of the world's 
largest water treatment plants 
which will be able to purify’ 
more than one million cubic 
metres of water a day when 
completed in 2018, officials 
said 

The first phase of the Jabal 
Al Asfar plant northeast of 
Cairo was built by the Italian 
construction giant Ansaldo at a 
total cost of $290 million. 

Industry sources on Monday 
said Ansaldo is among three 
European companies that have 
been shortlisted for the con- 
struction of the second stage of 
the purification plant "The . 
other firms are Degrement, a 
subsidiary of the French firm 
Lyonnaise des Eaux, and 
Germany’s Otto. 

The overall project is aimed 
al upgrading the waste water 


system of Cairo. 

‘Through the Jabal AI Asfar 
treatment plant it will be possi- 
ble to purify more than one 
million cubic metres of water 
daily, avoiding this volume of 
polluted water flowing into the 
Nile and causing damage not 
only to the health of the popu- 
lation but also to agriculture.” 
tire Italian embassy said in a 
statement 

The statement said Italy allo- 
cated a $36 million soft Icon 
to finance construction of the 
plant as well as a $41 million 
loan provided by the Italian 
government's export guaran- 
tee agency. 

The director general of the 
Cairo Waste Water 
Organisation, Sarnia Saleh, 
told AFP in March that once 
the project is completed the 
plant will be able to treat three 
million cubic metres of water 
dailv. 


By then the project — one of 
the largest ever buflt — will 
have cost $1.5 billion. 


1,250 school children 
hospitalised 


A total of 1.250 Egyptian 
schoolchildren suffered severe 
food poisoning after eating 
cookies provided by their vil- 
lage school as part of a nutri- 
tion programme, police said 
on Monday. 

Four of the children are still 
in a critical condition, they 
said 

The incident took place on 
Sunday in village schools in 
Define, in the nonhem 
province of Daqahliya. 

The children were rushed to 
several hospitals in nearby 
Mansura, the police said and 
30 were still in intensive care 
wards Monday. 


Who’s who at this week’s Middle East summit 


TEL AVTV <R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamrn Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat will 
meet at a summit near Washington 
from Thursday to tty to thrash out a 
new- interim peace deal. 

Following are brief portraits of the 
principals and some of the other key 
players who will be at the Wye 
Plantation talks. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu — defeated Labour 
incumbent Shimon Peres in elections 
in May 1996. vowing to boost security 
following a wave of deadly suicide 
bombings claimed by Islamists. 

The 48-year-old right-winger, who 
spent much of his early lift in the 
United Stales, reluctantly inherited the 
Oslo interim peace accords and their 
core bargain of "land-for-peace.” 
Analysts say the summit could break 
the enigma of whether he is a hardliner 
or a hard bargainer. 

Nicknamed “Bibi,” he was bom in 
Tel Aviv to an eminent historian. 
Netanyahu was in an elite Israeli army 
unit from 1967 to 1972. He was shot 
while leading commandos disguised as 
maintenance workers on to a hijacked 
Sabena airliner in 1972. 

Accompanying Netanyahu to the 
summit will be the three ministers from 
his inner cabinet. 

Ariel Sharon — 70, is Israel’s lead- 
ing hawk and was appointed foreign 
minister by Netanyahu last week. A 
former general, he has led die fight 
against giving back more land to the 
Palestinians and champions Jewish sei- 
tiemenL 

Sharon orchestrated Israel’s invasion 
of Lebanon as defence minister in 


1982. He was forced to resign after an 
Israeli inquiry found him indirectly 
responsible for the Sabra and ShatiUa 
massacres of Palestinian refugees by 
Lebanese Christian militiamen. 

He has vowed never to shake 
Arafat's hand. 

Yitzhak Mordechai — defence 
minister, was a political newcomer 
when he joined Netanyahu's govern- 
ment but is now considered a potential 
successor to Netanyahu and a relative 
dove among the cabinet's hawks. 

Mordechai joined Likud after 33 
years of military service. 

He has said he entered politics to help 
prevent territorial concessions that 
would put Israel at risk. 

Natan Sharansky — industry and 
trade minister, is a former leading 
Soviet Jewish dissident who took his 
Yisrael ba-Aliya party of immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union to a sur- 
prisingly strong showing in the May 
1996 elections. 

He argues that the Palestinians must 
scrap clauses in their charter that call 
for Israel’s destruction if the two sides 
are ever to make lasting peace. 

The Palestinian's Yasser Arafat — 
has stamped Palestinian nationalism on 
the map, leading his people in their 
quest for statehood first with the gun 
and then with the olive branch. 

As chairman of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), he has 
survived plots and assassination 
attempts, a plane crash and military 
defeats at the bands of both Israel and 
Arab forces to win Palestinians world 
sympathy and acceptance. 

The Oslo interim peace deals with 
Israel in 1993 brought Palestinians a 


measure of self-rule for the first time 
and gained Arafat international legiti- 
macy in return for recognition of the 
Jewish state and a renunciation of vio- 
lence. 

Now 69, Arafat has vowed to declare 
a state should the sides foil to meet a 
May 4. 1 999 deadline for a final peace 
accord. 

Key aides Arafat will take to the 
summit include: Mahmoud Abbas, also 
known as Abu Mazen, serves as gener- 
al secretary of the PLO's Executive 
Committee. Widely viewed as Arafat's 
de facto number two, he is seen by 
many as his likely successor 

Known as the quiet dove of the PLO 
leadership since the 1970s for his con- 
tacts with Israeli leftists, Mahmoud 
• Abbas was the Palestinians' architect 
of the Oslo accords. 

Although he lacks Arafar's charisma 
and high profile,. Abbas commands 
respect among Palestinian officials, 
Israel and the United Stares as the 
behind-the-scenes brains of the PLO. 

Saeb Erekat — local ■government 
minister, is an academic who has led 
foe Palestinian negotiating team with 
Israel in interim peace talks. Arafat 
rejected his resignation from that role 
last month. 

Erekat was a member of the 
Palestinian team at the 1991 . Madrid 
Middle East peace cortference. where 
he showed up for foe first day wearing 
a keffiyeh, the traditional Arab head 
dress and a symbol of Palestinian defi- 
ance of Israel. 

Nabil Shaath — planning and inter- 
national cooperation minister, is a busi- 
nessman who runs a large Egyptian- 
based publishing and management 


consultancy company. 

He led the Palestinian team to talks 
with Israel on the 1994 Cairo agree- 
ment, which brought Palestinian self- 
rule for much of the Gaza Strip and foe 
West Bank town of Jericho. 

The host — President Bill Clinton 
— has said he will be personally 
involved in the summit but will leave 
much of the groundwork to: 
Madeleine Albright The U.S. secre- 
tary of state made her name as scourge 
of the Iraqi government when she was 
U.S. ambassador to the. United Nations 
during Clinton's first terni 

The first female secretary of state in 
U.S. history, she was a cbUd refugee 
from Czechoslovakia, whose diplomat 
parents concealed from her their 
Jewish background. 

She has broken wirh the practices of 
her predecessor, Warren Christopher, 
by keeping her distance from the 
Middle East She did not visit foe 
region for months and even now she is 
sparing in the time and effort she puts 
into foe peace process. 

Dennis Ross •— discreet and tena- 
cious, has been at foe centre of U.S 
diplomacy in the Middle East for the 
best part of a decade, serving under 
three successive secretaries of state. 

■ E ^Pf ciaUy s™ Albright took over 
m 1997, Ross has been in the forefront 
of U.S. attempts to narrow foe gap 
berween- the Israelis and foe 
Palestinians. 

An American Jew with an academic 
background, he has visited foe region 
dozens of times, knows all the players 
and all the issues. "The peace process 
exists in Dennis Ross’s hip pocket." 
said one Middle East affairs analyst 


95-year-old loops 
a record loop 
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LONDON (AP) — A 95- 
year-old woman - has 
winged her way into the 
Guinness Book of Records 
after looping-foe-loop in a 
glider. “I've always wanted 
to fly like birds do,” 
Adeline Ablitt, whose 
flight in May was organ- 
ised by the retirement 
home where she lives near 
Coventry. in . central 
England. “The first thing 1 
knew about being upside 
down was when I lost sight 
of the horizon,” Mrs. Ablitt 
added. “I started to reach to 
release my parachute, but 
the pilot told me to sit back 
and enjoy it." The 
Guinness Book of Records 
has opened a new category: 
“Oldest person to loop-the- 
loop in an unpowered glid- 
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Pilgrims gather 
to Virgin Mary’s 
last apparition \ 


CONYERS (R) - 

Thousands of Catholic pil- 
grims gathered at a Georgia 
farm where they believe 
the Virgin Mary will give a 
final message to a woman 
who cl aims to have spoken 
to her regularly for seven 
years. "We ' derided to 
come because this is her 
last apparition.” pilgrim 
Bob Kehler said. “She [the 








Virgin Mary] is the com- "• "• ’ 
mander-in-chjef, the ok " j7 ' 


who represents Jesus, and 
it has been delegated to her 
to gather up all her chil- 
dren.” 
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Leonardo’s ‘Lady 
with Ermine’ to go 
on display in Italy 


ROME (AP) — After neatly 
200 years. . in Poland, 
Leonardo da Vinci’s pairak 
“Lady with Ermine ."painted 
around 1490, wifi return to 
Italy next week and go on 
display in various cities. 
Rome wifi be the first city to 
host foe art week staring 
Thursday at the QtririnaJ 
Palace, the building that 
houses the president's office. 
Polish Prince Adam Jozy 
Czartoryski bought foe por- 
trait as a gift for his mother 
Isabella around 1800 while 
he was travelling in Italy. Its 
temporary return from 
Poland is part of a cultural 
exchange between the two 
countries. 
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Commemoration 




in memory 
of John Denver 


o 


ASPEN (AP) — The first 
anniversary of John 
Denver's death wifi be com- 
memorated with a charity 
concert and other events 
remembering foe pop singer 
who was big in the 1970s. 
Several former bandmases 
sold out “A Musical Tribute 
to John Denver” Sunday 
benefiting a charity for tfc 
disabled. Another Sunday 
event benefits foe Hunger 
Project. Planet 2000 and 
other groups Denver sup- 
ported. Various Aspen-area 
churches held memorials 
over the weekend. Denver 
died Oct. 12, 1997, when the 
small plane he was piloting 
crashed into the ocean n car 
Pacific Grove, Cafifornia- 
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Walser awarded 
Peace Prize in 
Frankfurt 
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FRANKFURT (AP) — 
Martin Walser, whose novels 
explore the conscience of 
Germans rebuilding ijf 
nation after World War U- 
was awarded the prestigious 
Peace Prize at the Frankfort 
International Book Fair ® 
Sunday, fit a ceremony at St 
Paul’s Church that included 
President Roman Herzog 
foe 7 1-y ear-old Gennafl 
author was praised "as oo£ 
the country's most important 
literary figures. Walser 5 
novels and essays “explained 
to foe world and fo Germa^ 
their own country 
brought them closer- toge*" 
or." said foe German Bo» 
Trade Association award* 
committee, which award® 
the prize worth $ 1 5,300- 
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